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1. EIZATQrH

H avaykn yia €yKupeg Kal €YKAIPEG ATTOPACELG TOCO
og Bépata Snudolag vysiag* oo Kal otnv Kadnuepivr
KAWVIKE TIPAKTIKE, KABWE Kal n oAoéva auéavouevn mAnpo-
popia OXETIKA PE TIG SIAPOPEG EMOTNUOVIKEG UTTOOECTELC,
KaBloTolV amapaitntn tn ocUVOEoN TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY
TIOU TIPOEPXOVTAL ATTO TNV TTANOWEA TWV HEAETWV TIOU
Sie€ayovtal.’™ MNMa to oKOTIO AUTOV, N TIAéoV ATTOSEKTH
EMOTNMOVIKA HEB0SOC gival N cuoTnUATIKA avaockonmnon
(systematic review) og cuvduaopo PE TNV €Qappoyn TNG
ueta-avdivong (meta-analysis).

H xprion tng apnynuatikric avaockoémnong (narrative re-
view) éxel SexOei évTovn KPITIKN Kal €€l amopplpOei amd tnv
TIAELOVOTNTA TWV EPELVNTWY, KABWG OE APKETEC TIEPUTTWOELG
odnynoe otnv e€aywyn AavOaouEVWY CUPTTEQACHATWY KAl
oTNV €Qapuoyn MAPEUPACEWV UE APVNTIKEG CUVETIEIEG*®
Ta oNUAVTIKOTEPA UEIOVEKTAMATA TWV A@NYNMUATIKWV
QAVAOCKOTINOEWV? €ival (a) O UTTOKEIMEVIKOC TPOTIOC UE TOV
OTIoi0 0 €PEUVNTNG EMAEYEL TIG HENETEG TTIOU TIPOKEITAL VA
ouumePINAPBEeL oTnNV avaokomnon tov, (B) N avopoloyévela
oTNV TTOIOTNTA KAl TOV TPOTIO ARYNG TWV TTPWTOYEVWV
Sedouévwy, (yY) N KN umapén oe OAEG TIGC MEANETEG TWV

*  Anpoéota vyeia ovopddetal n @povtida uyeiag mou mapéxetal amd 1o
KPATOG.
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2 UOTNMATIKA AvaoKoTINon

S @daApa dnuoocisuong

YrmoBArOnke 19.12.2008
EykpiBnke 12.1.2009

amartoVpevwy SeSopévwy yla TNV MPAYUATOTIOINoN TNG
avaokomnong Kat (8) n eopalpévn epunveia tng ékBaonc.
‘ETOl, N CUOTNUATIKA AVACKOTINON AmOTEAEl TN HovadIkA
a&lomotn emAoyn emiAvong Twv MPEoRANUATWY autwv. Ot
OUOTNMATIKEG AVAOKOTINOELG PeRaiwg Sev e§oudetepwvouv
TTAVTOTE TA PEIOVEKTAMATA TWV APNYNUATIKWY AVACKOTIA-
OCEWV, OANA OTTWOSHTIOTE UEIWVOULV TNV MOAVOTNTA CPAN-
HOTOG Kal TIEPYPAPOUV UE CAPHVELD TOUG TIEPIOPIOUOUG
Kal Ta 6@AAMATA TTOU TUXOV UTTAPXOUV.” Mia CUCTNUATIKE
avaokoTnon, yla Tapadeyua, Tou TIEPIANAMPBAVEL UEAETECG UE
MEIWMPEVN OTATIOTIKA 10XV, e€attiag TNG EANEIPNG HEAETWV
HE au€nuévn oTaATIOTIKN 1oXY, Ba xapaktnpiletal kal eKeivn
and YEWMPEVN OTATIOTIKN oYU,

2 NUEIWVETAL OTI OE OPIOUEVEG TIEPITTTWOELG N CUCTNMOTIKN
avaoKOTNoN KAl N JETA-avAaAuon xpnotpomolouvtal AavOa-
OMEVA WG TAUTOONUEG £VVOLEG. H ouoTNUATIKA avaOoKOTINON
amotelei pia avaokomnon Tng BiBAloypagpiag OXETIKA e Hia
OUYKEKPLUEVN ETTIOTNUOVIKH UTTOOgoN —TI.X. OX€on HeTA&L
KOATIVIOUATIKAG OUVAOELOC KAl KAPKIVOU TOU TTVEUIOVA— KAl
amoBAETTIEL OTNV AvayvweELoh, TNV EKTIUNON KAl TNV EMAO-
yn Twv KoAUTEPpa HeBOSONOYIKA OXESIAOUEVWY HENETWV.
OewPNTIKAY, Ol CUCTNMATIKEG AVAOKOTIROELG TIPOCYEPOUV
TNV MAéov alOmoTn MANPOYPOPIA OXETIKA HE UIA EMIOTN-
MOVIKN) UTTOBEON Kal yia To Adyo auTtov gival anapaitnTo ol
EMOTAMOVEG LYEiag va yvwpilouv Tov Tpodmo die§aywyng
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TOUG, KABWC KAl TOV TPOTIO EPUNVEING TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY
TouG. H peta-avaiuon amotelei pia padnuatikry Stadikacia
oU cLVSUALEL OTATIOTIKA TA ATTOTEAECUATA TWV HEAETWV
oV eMAEXONKAV EMMEITA ATTO TN CUCTNUATIKY AVAOKOTTNON.
Eival mpo@avég 611 n e€aywyr] AG@OAWY CUUTTEPACUATWY
HE TNV €@APHOYN TNG META-avAAuong MPoUMobEéTel ia
KAAd oxeSlaopévn ocuoTNUATIK avaokonnon tng BiBAto-
YPO®PIag, £TOL WOTE VA CUUTEPIANPOOUV 0TN PeTA-avANUCN
ol AéoV KATAMNAEG peNétec. ETol, Ta oupmepdopata tng
HETA-avAAUONG €ival ao@AAr] LOVoV EQOCOV EXEL TIpoNyN Ol
evOENEXNG CUCTNUATIKEA AVACKOTNGN OAWV TWV HEAETWY, Ol
ormoieg evdexopévwg Ba prmopovcav va cuumnepIAn@Oouy otn
peta-avaiuon. EmmAéov, n Sie§aywyn pévo TG cuoTNUATL-
KNG AQVAOKOTINONG XWPIG TNV EQApUOYN TNG LETA-AVAAUONG
Y10 TOV UTTOAOYIOUO €VOG CUVOUACTIKOU ATTOTEAEGUATOG UE
Bdon ta EexwPIOTA AMTOTEAECIOTA TWV EMPEPOUC UEAETWV
amoteAel pa pn oAokAnpwuévn Siadikaocia, kabwg Sev
e€AyeTal éva CUYKEVTPWTIKO ATTOTENECHA.

2Tnv mapovoa gpyaocia, mpoteivetal N ca@ng Oid-
KPION avApeca OTn CUCTNMATIKA avaokOTnon Kal Tn
HETA-AVAAUON, PE TNV TTIPWTN VA AmoTeAEl TN BswpnTikn
Stadikacia kKaBoplopoL e OpIoUEVA KPITHPLA TWV KAAU-
TEPA HEOOSONOYIKA OXESIAOUEVWVY UENETWV OXETIKA UE
M0 CUYKEKPIUEVN EMOTNUOVIKN uTtoOgon kat tn dg0TePn
va anmoteAei TN padnuatikr Siadikacia UTTOAOYIOHOU EVOG
OUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOC UE BAoN Ta armoTeAéopaTa
TWV PUEAETWYV, Ol OTTOIEG EMAEXONKaAV ETTETa Amod Tn ouoTNn-
HaTikh avaokonnon tng BifAoypagiac. ETol, n cuotnuatiki
avaokOTINoN Kal N META-avAAUCT) ATTOTEAOUV TO TIPWTO KAl
10 SeuTEPO Briua, avtioTtolxa, piag Siadikaciag cuvduacuov
TWV ATTOTEAECUATWYV €VOG APIOUOU HEAETWV AVAPOPIKA UE
MU CUYKEKPIPEVN EMOTNMOVIKY UTTOOEOH, UE OKOTIO TOV
UTTOAOYIOMO UE PEYONUTEPN aKpifela kal eykupdtnTa —o€
OX€0oN UE KAOE EMUEPOUG HENETN EEXWPLOTA— EVOG OUYKE-
VTPWTIKOU ATMOTEAECHATOG, TO OTTO{0 EKTIUA OUCIACTIKA TN
oxéon peta&l mpoodioploti* Kat éKBaonc.** OuclaoTIKA, n
OUCTNMATIKN AvVAoKOTTNON KAl N HETA-AVAAUCN ATTOTEAOUV
SU0o aAAnAévdeteg Sladikaoieg Kal pévov o cuvduaouog
TouG Urmopéei va odnynoet oe ac@alr cupnepdcuaTa.

3 € OPIOMEVEC TIEPITITWOELG, N LETA-AVAAUCH AVAPEPETAL
KataxpnoTika wg n Siadikacia mou mephapfdvel t6co
Ta BrigoTa Pag CUCTNUATIKAG avaokomnong 6o Kal To
OTATIOTIKO CUVOUACUO TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY TWV ETPEPOUG
UENETWV, EVW OE OPIOUEVEC ANNEG TIEPITITWOELG AVAPEPETAL
HOVO N €QapUOYR TNG CUCTNHATIKAG AVAOKOTINONG, UTTO-
VOoWVTaG OPWCE KAl TNV Epapuoyn TNG HeTa-avaluongc. Eival
TIPOTIMOTEPO TTAVTWG va Yivetal Sldkplon avdapeca otn
OUCTNUATIKA avaokomnon, wg Tng dtadikaciag avalnitn-
ONG Kal €MAOYNG HE OPIOUEVA KPITAPIA TWV KATAAMNAWY
UEANETWV, KAl OTN KETA-AVANUON, WG TNG OTATIOTIKAG S1adi-
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KAG{aG UTTOAOYIOHOU EVOG CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOG
ME BAon Ta ATTOTEAECHATA TWV EMUEPOUG HEAETWV. TNV
npaén, n peta-avaiuon eival pia padnuatikn dtadikacia
TIOU XPNOIUOTIOLEl TO ATTOTEAECUATA TNG CUOTNMATIKAG
aAvaoKOTINONG, EVW N €€aywyr A0QAAWY CUUTTEPACHATWY
pHéOw TNG HETA-avAAuoNG eival aduvatn Xwpig TPonNyouuE-
VWG va €xel paypatoroinOei n KATAAANAN GUOTNUATIKA
QAvVAOoKOTINON.

H ocuoTtnuatiky avaockoémnon Kal n Jeta-availuon ival
anmapaitnTeg PV anmo tn Sie§aywyn HIag vEag HEAETNG, £TOL
WoTe va gival Suvatodv va SlamoTwOE( edv Ta anoteAéopata
NG MEAETNG AUTHC TTPOCHETOLV TTANPOPOPIA CXETIKA UE HIa
OUYKEKPLUEVN ETTIOTNMOVIKN UTTOBeoN.* "2~ H pneta-avaiuon
gival TEpIOCOTEPO XPriolUN OTAV TA ATTOTEAEOUATA TWV
Slapdpwv PEAETWV gival avTIQATIKA HETAEL TOUG Kal 6Tav
O APIOUOC TWV CUPHETEXOVTWY OTIG UENETEG Eival HIKPOG,
KABWC OTIC TTEPIMTWOELG AUTEG O CUVOUACHOG TWV UEAETWV
auv&Avel TN oTATIOTIKA 1oXL.">"7 H ueta-avaluon amoTteAei
OUCLAOTIKA Hla OTATIOTIKA avAAuon otny ormoia wg «&gdo-
pHéva» XPNOIUOTIOIOUVTAL TO ATTOTEAECUATA TWV EMIUEPOUG
MEAETWV Kal OXl Ta MPWTOYevr) Sedopéva TwV HENETWV
AUTWV. TNV MEPITTTWON TTAVTWG TTou ivatl StaBéoipa kat ta
TPWTOYEeVH SeS0PEVA TWV HEAETWY, CUVIOTATAL N EQAPUOYN
NG peBdSoL TG ouvévwonc (pooling) yia Tov urmoAoyloud
EVOC CUYKEVTPWTIKOU anoTteAéouaTod. /4’ H cuvévwon givail
Suvatn og eNdxloTEG pOVO TTEpIMTWOoElG e€artiag Tng adu-
VAMiag CUYKEVTPWONG TWV TTpwToYeVWVY Sedouévwy, aAld
TIAPOUCIAEl APKETA TIAEOVEKTH AT, PE ONUAVTIKOTEPO TN
Suvatotnta e€0USETEPWONG TWV CUYXUTWV.Z

*  [lapdyovtag kivéuvou (risk factor) ri ékBeon (exposure) 1 mpoodioploTric
(determinant), oTwg TENIKA emKpATNOE va AéyeTal OHUEPQ, ival TO
XOPOAKTNPLOTIKO —OUYYEVEG, TEPIBOANOVTIKO 1) GUUTTEPIPOPAG— TWV
atdpwv amod 1o omoio e§aptatal (oxetiCeTal fy cuvapTdaTat) n ocuxvoTnTa
EUPAVIONG TNG MEAETWHEVNG €KPBaoNG (n OTToila OTNV AITIOYVWOTIKN
emdnuioloyia gival n epedvion Tngmabnong).”"’ O mpocdloploT TNG
ouxvOTNTAG ERPAVIONG Hiag EkBaong mepthapBdvel U0 Katnyopieg,
Vv evOelKTIKA Katnyopia (index category) Kal TV katnyopia avapopdas
(reference category).H em\oyn Tn¢ katnyopiag avagopdg Tou mpoao-
S10p1oTA gival pei{ovog onpaciag oto oxeSlaopud g peAétng. Eivat
KPIoIUNG oNUaciag va yivel avTiAnmtd 0Tl n Katnyopia avagopdg dev
€ival CUPPUEC XAPAKTNPLOTIKO TOU TIPOCSIOPIOTH, OANA ATOTEAECUA
EMIAOYNG TOU EPEVVNTH, APA CUVETTELD TOU OXESIOOHOU TNG LENETNG.
AT6 TNV EMAOYR TNG KATNYOPIag avagopds EapTATAL N EPUNVEI TWV
AMOTEAECUATWV HIAG LEAETNG. [POOSI0PIoTAG, TI.X., TNG OUXVOTNTAG
EUPAVIONG TNG VEPPIKNG TIABNONG Sev €ival n apTnELaKA uTTéPTaon,
aA\A n apTtnplakn ieon. H aptnplakn unméptaon gival pia katnyopia
Kal ouvVARBWC N eVOEIKTIKA KaTnyopia Tou mpoodloploTr, oTnv omoia
HeAeTATAL N CUXVOTNTA EPPAVIONG TNG VEPPLKAG TABNONG O€ OXéon
TIAVTOTE e TN OUXVOTNTA EUPAVIOHG TNG OTNV KATNYopia avagopdg,
OTNV TIPOKEIPEVN TIEPITITWON OTNV KATNYOPIa TwV atduwy Tou Sev
£€XOUV aPTNPLOKA UTTEPTAON.

** 0 6pog €kBaon xpnolpomoleital (a) oTnV AToyVWoTIKY monulo-
Aoyia yia va SnAWoEL TV EPEAvIon VoG avemBupunTou cUPBAvTOg
(m&dnong r Bavartou), evw (B) 0TNV MPOYVWOTIKH EMSNUoAoyia yia
va dSnAwoel v iaon, To 6Avato R TNV EUPAvIoN KATaAoImwy EMelta
and tnv umapén pag mabnong.
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H peta-avaluon® oTig emMOTAHEG LYEIQG, ApXIKG, Epap-
MOOTNKE yla TNV EKTIMNON TNG ATTOTEAECUATIKOTNTAG O€-
PATTEVUTIKWV TTAPEUPBACEWY O KAIVIKEG SOKIMEG.#?'-24 H
MHETA-avAAUON, Yia TTAPASELYHA, 33 KAVIKWV SOKIUWY TTOU
EKTIMOVOAV TNV ATTOTEAECHATIKOTNTA TNG eVOOPAERLag
XOPNYNONG OTPENTOKIVAONG OE OXEON ME T Xopnynon
avevepyoug ouaoiag (placebo**) oe mdioxovteq pe Euppaypa
TOU pJUokapdiou KaTéSEIEE TNV UTTEPOXT TNG OTPENTOKIVAONG,
EVW UOVO oL 6 amo TIG 33 KAIVIKEG SOKIPEG gixav KaTaAAR el
O€ OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKA UTTEPOXH TNG OTPETTOKIVAONG.?®
2uEPA, N Snpooicuon KAVIKWY SOKIUWY ATTAITEL TNV EQap-
Hoyr auoTnPWV Kpitnpiwy, S1IEUKOAUVOVTAC £TOL CNUAVTIKA
TNV £papuoyn TG HETA-avAaluong.2?

EEAANOU, oTNV TEPIMTWON TNG AITIOYVWOTIKAG ETI-
Snuiohoyiag, émou dev sival Sduvartn n mpayparonoinon
TUXAIOTIOINMEVWY UEAETWV,*** TTapd POVO N TIPAYHATO-
moinoN MEAETWV «A0OEVWV-HOPTUPWV» —KaAl OTTIAVIOTEPA
MEAETWV TTapakololBNnonG— epappolovtal dAo Kal 1o
OUYXVA HETA-AVOAUOELG YA TNV ACQPANECTEPN EKTINON TNG
oxéong peTa&L mpoaodloploTr Kal GUXVOTNTAG EUPAVIONG
Hiag mdbnonc.?’ TnUelwveTal, TAVTIWC, 6Tt TO TTAEOVEKTNUA
NG TUXALOTTOINONG TTOU SIOB£TOLV Ot KAIVIKEG SOKIUEG EVavTL
TWV HEAETWV «ACHEVWV-PAPTUPWV» KAl TWV UEAETWV TTAPA-
KOAOUONONG AVTAVAKAGTAL KAl OTNV EQAPUOYNA TNG META-

*  H peta-avaluon, wg n pobnuatikn dadikacia cuvduacuol twv
OMOTEAECUATWVY S1OPOPWY HEAETWV YIA TOV UTIONOYIOUO €VOC OU-
YKEVTPWTIKOU AMOTEAECHATOG, EQPAPUOOTNKE YIa TPWTN GOopPd TO
1904 amnd Tov Karl Pearson o€ pia mpoomdfeld Tou va avTIUETWITIOEL
TO MPOBANUA TNG HEWPEVNG OTATIOTIKAG loXVOG TTou mapouasialav
MENETEG PE UIKPO OPIOUO CUMUETEXOVTWV. ITIG EMOTAUES UYEIAG, N
TPWTN HETA-avaiuon Snpootevtnke 1o 1955. O dpog peta-avaiuon
(meta-analysis) g10rix0n to 1976 amo6 tov Gene Glass, 1o eviiagépov
Tou omoiou e0TialdTav oTNV €PELUVA OTO XWPO TNG ekmaideuonc.

** MAacéumo (placebo): (a) ®dppako, To omoio xopnyeital o€ maoxovta
JLE OKOTIO TIEPIOOATEPO TNV PUXOAOYIKH TOU OTHPIEN KAL TNV AVAKOU-
@lon mapd Tn Bepamneia Tng idlag Tou TNG mabnong kat (B) adpavig
ouoia, og oLYKpPLOoN TTPOG TNV omoia SoKIMAeTaL N XProN Uag AAANG
(T1.X. @APHAKOU) O€ ENEYXOUEVEG CUVONKEG Epyaatnpiou.

**% - OLeMONMUIONOYIKEG LENETEG SLOKPIVOVTAL OTIC TTEIPAUATIKEG UENETEG T,
AANWG, TUXALOTTOINUEVEG ENEYXOUEVES SOKIJEC, KA OTIC LN TIEIPAOTIKES
HENETEC? ! OLTIEIPAUATIKEG LENETEG SLOKPIVOVTAL OTIC TUXLOTIOINMEVES
HeNéTEG BepameuTIKAG TAPEUBAONG 1, AMNIWG, KAIVIKEG SOKIMEG (OTIG
OTIOIEC TA LENETWEVA ATOMA EIVAL TTACXOVTA) KOl OTIG TUXALOTTOINUEVES
HENETEC TPOANTITIKNAG TapépBaong, mou mepIAapBavouv Ti SOKIUES
nediov (oTig omoieg n mapéppaon kabopileTal o€ LY HEAETWHEVA
Atopa) Kal TIg SOKIUEG TTaPEPPBAoNG OTNV KOVOTNTA (OTIC OTToiEC N
napéuPaon kabopiletal og LylEic OASEC ATOUWV Kal OXl OTOUIKA).
‘Otav ot eMONUONOYIKES TTEIPAUATIKES LENETEG SEV ival EQIKTEG, TOTE
TIPAYLOTOTTOIOUVTAL [N TIEIPAUATIKEG UENETEG, TTOU TTEPIAAUBAVOUV
TIG OLOVE( TIEIPAUOTIKES UENETEG, TIC MENETEC TTAPAKOAOVONONG (OTIC
omoieg Ta peAeTwpEeva dTopa TagivopouvTal o€ oUASeg avaloya pe
TO AV AVAKOULV 0TNV eVEIKTIKNA KATnyopia fi Katnyopia ava@opdg Tou
HEAETWHEVOL TIPOOSIOPIOTH), TIG LENETEC «A0BEVWV-UAPTUPWV» (OTIC
omoieg Ta peAeTwpeva dtopa Slakpivovtal oe aoBeveic iy, KaAUTEPQ,
TIAOXOVTEG, KAl «UAPTUPEG» avAAoya UE To av TTAoXouv f OxL and
N MEAETWHEVN TTABNON), TIC OIKOAOYIKEG MENETEC, TIC OUYXPOVIKES
MENETEC KAl TIG LEAETEG avaAOYIKAC Bvnoludtntag.

M. TAAANHX

avaluong ota S1agopa autd €idn HeEAeTWV.>~32 MoAovoTin
META-AVANUON LENETWV TTOU APOPOUV CTNV AITIOYVWOTIKN
emdnuioloyia Sev gival mavtote duvatr®>3 (kat 1ISlaitepa
OTIG TIEPITTWOELG OTTOU OKOTIOC €ival O UTTOAOYIOUOG EVOG
CUYKEVTPWTIKOU PETPOU OXEONG***¥*), 0 aplBudg Twv avTti-
oTolXwV SNUOCIEVCEWV CUVEXWG au&dveTal, Kabwg mpv
amod 1o 1992 €ixav SnpooieuTei 678 PETA-AVAANUCELG, EVW
HETA&Y TwV €TWV 1992—-1995 Snuoacieltnkav 525 kat To
1996 Snuootevtnkav 400.

2.2YZTHMATIKH ANAZKOMHZH

2.1. Alatunwon €MOTNUOVIKAG UTTOBEoNC

To MPWTO BriHa IAG CUCTNUATIKNG OVACKOTINONG ATTOTEAE(
n Slatumwon Pag oag@oug EMOTNUOVIKAG UTTOOeoNG TTOU
a@popd 0T oX€on UETAEL TOU HEAETWUEVOL TTPOCSIOPIOoTH
KAl TNG oUXVOTNTAG ERPAVIONG Hlag éKBaong, Aappdavovtag
urtéYPn Kal TNV UTTapEn TUXOV CUYXUTWV 1] aKOUN Kal Tpo-
TIOTIOINTWV.44"7 TNV MEPIMTWON TWV KAIVIKWV SOKIUWY, N
Tuxalonoinon meplopilel CNUAVTIKA TNV UTTAPEN TWV CUY-
XUTWV —TOCO TWV YVWOTWV 600 Kal TwV AYyVWOoTwV— KATL
SUWG oV eV CUMPBAIVEL OTNV TTEPITTTWON TWV PEAETWYV TTOU
gpapuolovtal oTnv AITIoyVWOoTIKA €mdnuioloyia, onote
KOl QTTAITEITAL TTIO TIPOCEKTIKOG OXESIACHOG.

To MAéov ONMAVTIKO OF IO CUCTNMATIKA AVOOKO-
on &ival o cwoTtog oxXeSLACHOG TOU TIPWTOKOANOU TNG
avaoKOTINOoNG Kal £MElTa N avuotnpen epapuoyn tou. Eivat
e€alpeTikng onpaciag o kaBoploudg pe akpifela Tou Tpo-
TIOU HETPNONG TOOO TOU PEAETWUEVOU TTIPOCSIOPIOTH OGO
Kal TnG ékPBaonc.’®

2.2. Kpitriipla évtaéng Kal amoKAEIGOU TWV MEAETWV

3 £ ONEG TIG UENETEG, O HENETWHEVOG TTANBUOHOG 1), AANIWG,
TO «8elypa» Twv mapatnprioewv kabopilel o onUAvTIKO
Babuo T XpNOoWOTNTA KAl TNV EMIOTNHOVIKA £YKUPOTNTA
TWV ATTOTEAECHATWV. X€ HlA CUCTNMATIKK AvaoKoOmnon, To
«OElypa» TWV TTAPATNPNOEWV ATTOTEAEITAL ATTO TIG UENETEG
—ONUOCIEVPEVEC KAl UN— 1}, 0pBOTEPQA, TA ATTOTEAECUATA TWV
MEAETWV TTOU, TENIKA, TEPIAApBAvovTal 0T UETA-avAaiuon.
3TO TIPWTOKOANO MIAG CUCTNUATIKAG AvaoKOmNnong Ka-

**¥* H MOOOTIKOTOINON TNG VOONPATNTAG YIVETAL PIE TA HETPA CUXVOTNTAG,
EVW N HEAETN TWV OXECEWV TTOU GUVSEOUV TA XAPOKTNPIOTIKA TwV
ATOHWV (MPOCSIOPIOTEC) PE TN CUXVOTNTA EPPAVIONG TWV TTABH CEWV
TIPAYMATOTIOLETAL PE TA Pé€TPa OXéonG.” Ta KupldTEPA PETPA OXEONG
ivat (a) n Slagopd Twv PHETPWY ouxvoeTNTAC, (B) 0 AdyOoC TwV HETPWY
OUXVOTNTAG, (Y) N OXETIKN TTEPICOELD TWV METPWV cuxvoTNnTag, (8) To
amodoTtéo KAAopa 0Toug ekTeBeIuévoug, (€) To amodoTéo KAAoua
0TO 0UVOAO Tou MANBUGHOU, (0T) 0 AGYOC TWV CUUTTANPWHATIKWY
mOavoTATWV (AOyog Twv odds) kat ({) 0 CUVTEAECTIC TNG AOYIOTIKAG
maAvdpounong.
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Bopifovtal pye cagrvela Kal oTn CuvExela epappolovTal
EMAKPIPWG Ta KpITAPla évta&ng Kal ATTOKAEICHOU TwV
SlaPOpwWV PENETWY, £TOL WOTE va TTPOKUYPOULV, TEAIK], Ol
A0V KATANANAEG MEAETEC, TA ATTOTEAECUATA TWV OTTOIWV
Oa yxpnowomoinBolv otn peta-avadiuon.*4’” Ta kpitrpla
TTOU €QAPUOCTNKAV TIPETTEL VA EiVal AVTIKEIUEVIKA Kal
EMOTNUOVIKA Kal Oxl va amof3Aémouv otn SlEUKOAUVON
Twv gpeuvnTwyv. Mapadeiypatog xdpn, n anoégacn va pun
OUMTTEPIANPOOUV OTN CUCTNUATIKY AVACKOTINGN UENETEG
TIOU TIPAYMATOTOIONKAV TIPIV AT LA CUYKEKPLUEVN
nUEpounvia mpérmel va otnpiletal otnv mMAnpogopia otl
TN OUYKEKPIMEVN AUTH NUEPOMPNVia PETAPAABNKE N €wg
TOTE KAOIEPWUEVN BEPATTEVTIKN TTAPEPPBAON, UE CUVETTEIA
va PNV €ival €QIKTH) N OUYKPION TWV OTTOTEAECHATWY TWV
TIOANQIOTEPWY UENETWV HE EKEIVA TWV TIAEOV TIPOCEPATWV.
Mpo@avwg, N amd@aon AMOKAEICUOU TWV HENETWV TTOU
Sie€Nxbnoav mpv amd pia CUYKEKPIUEVN NUEPOMNVia dev
TIPEémel va otnpPileTal OTO YEYOVOG OTL Ol MENETEG AUTEG,
e€aitiag Tou O6TI MpaypatomoriOnkav makaidtepa, Sev
ouumepapBavovtal oTig NAEKTPOVIKEG BAoelg avalritnong
peletwv oto Stadiktuo.

‘Eva akoun e€alpetikd onpavtikd mpofAnua otnv ava-
{NTNON TWV PEAETWV KATA TN CUCTNHATIKK) AVOOKOTINON
AmoTeAOUV Ol HEAETEG TTOU Yia S1dpopouc Adyoug Sev éxouv
Snuooteutei og TEPIOSIKA. TNV KATNyOpia auTr aviikouv
KUPIWG ol peNéTeg TTou Sev Snuootevtnkay emeldry KatéAnéav
O€ ApVNTIKEG OXEOELG (Un Snuosciguon, TL.Y., HEAETWV TTOU
KatéAnéav oto 4TI N €QAPUOYN HIAG VEAG BEPATIEVUTIKNAG
mapéuaong yla TNV AVTIMETWTIION TOU KAPKiVOU Tou
TIVEVOVA EiXE WG ATTOTENECHA HEYAAUTEPN BvNToTNTA
o€ oxéon e TNV KaBiepwpévn Bepameutiky mapéupaon),
KaBw¢ emmiong Kal LEAETEC SISAKTOPIKWV SIATPIPWY, LENETEC
10U MapoucialovTal o€ CUVESPIA Kal MEAETEG KPATIKWV N
1SIWTIKWV opyaviopwv Tou Sgv dnuoactevovTal yia Sidago-
POUG AOYouUG (CUVNBWG OIKOVOIKOUG ] Adyoug Slacpaiiong
TOU amoppPNTOL).

3 € QPKETEG TIEPITTTWOELG, Ol EPEVVNTEC ATTOKAEIOLV TIG
UENETEC TTOU SeV gival SNUOCIEVUEVES OTNV AYYAIKN YAwooa
e€aitiag TNG avIKavoTNTag LETAPPACNG TOUG, YEYOVOC TTOU
evdeXOPEVWG VA EI0AYEL CNPAVTIKG OPANUQ, ISlaitepa oTnV
TIEQIMTWON PEAETWYV TTOU SNUOCIEVOVTAIL O€ £YKUPA TIEPIOBIKA
Ta omoia dev ekdidovtal otnv ayyAikry y\wooa. >3

2 NUEIWVETAL OTL LE TNV EQAPHOYN AUOTNPEOTEPWV KPITN-
piwv ATTOKAEIGHOU TWV HEAETWV EMITUYXAVETAL EUKOAOTEPA N
OMIOLOYEVELQ TWV HEAETWV TTOU, TEAIKA, cuprephapavovTat
oTn peta-avaiuon. Me tnv epappoyr, eEAANoU, evpUTEPWV
Kpitnpiwv évtagng Twv peAetwv avAvetal n mAnpogopia,
KaBW¢ TTEPIocOTEPEC PeENETEC TEpIAABAvovTal, TEAIKA, OTN
UETA-AVANUON APKEL OUWC N ETEPOYEVELA TWV HEAETWV Va
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pNVv gival peydin. Navtwg, os k4B mepintwon, Ta kpitripla
€vTaéNnG KAl ATTOKAEICHIOU TWV HEAETWV ATTOTEAOUV UTTOKEIE-
VIKN] armo@aon TwV EPEVVNTWY, UE TNV MPoUnoBeon BERata
4TL N andé@aon auth gival opBoloyikr Kal eEunnpeTei TIg
emMOIWEELG TNG EMOTAMNG KAl OXl TIPOCWTTIKA 1) OIKOVOUIKA
ouvu@épovta. Oplopévol, eEANNOU, TIPOTEIVOUV VA EKTIUA-
TAl N MOIOTNTA TWV PEAETWYV TTOL TEAIKA TTEpIAapBdavovTal
OTN PETA-AVANUOT), HE OKOTIO va poodidetal ueyaAutepn
BapuTNTa KATA TOV UTTOAOYIO O TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU QTOTE-
AEOHATOC OTIC MENETEC EKEIVEC TTOL BeWpPOUVTAL KANUTEPEC.
EmmAéov, Ye TOV TPOTIO AUTOV UIMOpEi va ekTIMNOE( Kal o
BaBuog otov omoio To pETPOo axéong mou urmoloyiletal o
MIa HEAETN emnpedleTal amd TNV moloTNTA TNG HEAETN G383
H epappoyn, yia mapddelypa, Tou OxXNUATOG TNG TUXALO-
1moinong o€ pia KAWVIK) SOKIUR, TTOU armoTeAel onUAVTIKO
XOPOAKTNPEIOTIKO TNG ToloTnNTag tTNG SoKIung oxetiCetal
dpeoa pe 1o umoloyl{dpevo HETPO OxEoNG.“~*2 EvtouTolg,
N €KTiUNON TNG TOIOTNTAC TWV HEAETWV UE TNV EQAPUOYN
piag ad hoc dadikaciag umopei va odnynoel o€ Pelwpévn
EYKUPOTNTA, EVW CUXVEC iVl KAl Ol TTEPUTTWOELS PN UTTAPENG
ox€0NG AVAUESA OTO UTTOAOYL{OEVO LETPO OXEONG KAL TNV
TOLOTNTA TWV HEAETWV. 3434

2.3. KaBoplopog Twv HEAETWV

O okonodg TG Stadikaciag avaliitnong TwV UEAETWV
gival, apxtikd, n avayvwpion OAwWV TWV OXETIKWV HEAETWV
—&nuooteupévwy Kal un— mmou Ba UImopoUcav va GUTTE-
PIANPOOUV oTN PeTa-avAAuon Kal KATOMV o KaBoplopdg
TWV UEAETWV TTOU Oa CUUTEPIANPOOUV TEAIKA OTN UETA-
avdAuon. Eival amapaitnto va kabopiletal avaAuTtikd Kat
ME CaPnVEla N oTpatnylkr avalntnong Twv KAtdAAnAwv
MEAETWV, £TOL WOTE va gival Suvath TOoo N emavaAnyn tng
META-avAAuong amd AANOUG EPELVNTEC OCO Kal N EKTIUNCN
™G e€wTePIKAG eykupdTNTaG (external validity). Alepeuvivtag
og BaBog TN otpatnylkn avalATNong Twv HEAETWV gival
Suvatov va epUNVEUTOVV Ta SIAPOPETIKA CLUMMEPATUATA
TI0U TIPOEKLUYPAV ATTO SIAPOPETIKES UETA-AVANVDOEIC OXETIKA
ME HLa OUYKEKPIMEVN EMMIOTNMOVIKE UTTOBEON.* To 1996, oe
Mla avaokomnon? mou mepleAdpBave 103 peta-avalloelg,
Bp€Onke 611 N oTpaTNYIKA avaldTnoNng OTIG TTEPLIOCOTEPEG
META-aVAAUCELG SEV TTEQLYPAPOTAV EMAPKWG, AMYOTEPEG ATIO
TIG MLOEG META-AVONUOELG TIEPIEYPAPAV UE AETTTOUEPELA TA
mpwTtoyevh Sedopéva TwV UEAETWV Kal HOAIG TO 22% Twv
META-AVOAUCEWV EKTIHOUCE TNV TTIOIOTNTA TWV TIPWTOYEVWV
Sedopévwv.

H BiBAoypagikry avalntnon amatteital va givat cuotn-
MATIKA KAl AVOAUTIKE, UE TOV €PEUVNTH VA XPNOIUOTIOLEL
S1d@opeg MNYEC MANpo@opiag, 0w PNxavég avalntnong
o710 S108iKTUO, YPATITEG EPYACIES, TTAPATIOUTTES IEAETWV TTOU
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€xouv dnuooieuTEi, KABWG Kal HENETEG akadNUATKWY, Kpa-
TIKWV N ISIWTIKWV OPYAVICHWV TTOL Yia Stdgpopoug Adyoug
Sev éxouv dnuooteuTel¥* H ohokAnpwpuévn avalitnon
Sev Ba mpémel va nephapBavel pévo Tig unxavég avadln-
TNong oto S1adikTuo, KABWG 0 OPIOUEVEG CUOTNMATIKEG
QAVAOKOTINOELG PE TNV EMAOYH AUTH avayvwpioTnKe HOAIG
TO 50% TWwV PHEAETWV TTOU OXETICOVTAV PE PO OCUYKEKPIUE-
vn €MOTNMOVIKN utdBeon.? Extipdrat 6Tt 10 25-50% Twv
KAVIKWV Sokipwv mou Sie§dyovtatl Sev dnuoocigvovtal, e
amoTtéAeopa n ENePN TNG TANPOPOPIAC TTOU TIPOEPXETAL
amd TG peAETeG TTou Sgv dnpoocievovtal va el0Ayel OPAN-
Ha oTn METa-avaluon Kat va mreplopilel Tnv akpifela tng
EKTINONG TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECHATOC.*

H avadiitnon kat n eupeon OAWV TWV PEAETWY TTOU Ba
ETIPETTE VO CUUTTEPIANPOOUV O€ LI CUCTNUATIKH AVACKOTIN-
on givail pia e€apeTikd xpovoodpa kat emimovn Stadikaoia,
1Slaitepa oTNV TIEPITTTWON KATA TNV OTToia 0 AplOPdG TwV
OLVAPWV PEAETWV TToU Sev €XxouV SNUOOCIEVTEI gival peyd-
Ao¢. H Unapén twv pnxavwy avalntnong oto Siadiktuo
€xel SleukoAUvel onpavTikd tn Siadikaocia autr, Xwpig
OpwW¢ va amotelel mavakela. Ot CNUAVTIKOTEPEG PUNXAVEG
avalritnong oto S1adikTuo TToU APOPOUV OTIG ETMIOTIHUES
vyeiag gival ot €€nc:

« MEDLINE (Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval
System Online)
H BiBAioypagikn autr Bdon amotelei To peYaAUTE-
po koppdtt tnG PubMed, tng BiAoypagikig Bdaong
NG National Library of Medicine (NLM) twv HIA,
KAl KOAUTITEL TA €MOTNUOVIKA Tedia Tng latpiknig, Tng
Obovtiatpikng, TNG NoonAeuTikrig, TNG KTtnviatpikng,
Twv Pacikwv emMoTNUWV K.A. Mepiéxel BiIBAOYPAPIKES
aAvVaPopPEC Kal TTEPINAYELS ApBpwv amd >4.800 meplo-
Sikd mmou ekdidovtal otig HMA kat o€ 70 akOUN XWPEC.
H Bdon mepiéxel meploodTepe and 18 ekatoppupla
BiBAoypaikég avagopég, mou xpovoloyouvtal amnod
T0 1966 £¢w¢ orpepa. MoAovoTt N KAAUYN TOU UAIKOU
givat 81eBvig, N MAgloPn@ia Twv avagopwv givat otnv
ayyAikn YAwooa 1 Stabétouv mepiAnyn ota ayyAikd.

« EMBASE (The Excerpta Medica Database)

H Bdon autr nephapfdvel meplocotepeg anmd 12 eka-
ToppUpta BiBAoypagpikég avapopég amd 1o 1974 éwg
ONUEPQ, VW €TNOIWG TMpoaoTtiBevtal mepimouv 600.000
avagpopég kat mep\npelc. H EMBASE eival 18laitepa
XPNOIUN OTNV TIEPIMTWON UENETWV TIOU APOPOUV OE
(PAPUOAKEUTIKA TIPOoidvTa, KaBw¢ mephapdvel oxedoév
Oha Ta TmEPLOSIKA TTOU EISIKEVOVTAL OTO EMOTNHOVIKO
autd nedio.

« CANCERLIT (Cancer Literature)
H Bdaon autn amoteAei Snuiovpyia tou National Cancer

M. TAAANHX

Institute Twv HIMA kat mepthapBdvel mepimou 2 ekatop-
MUpLa avagopég and 1o 1963 £wg orjuepa. H CANCERLIT
nepAapBdvel >3.500 meplodikd mou oxetiovtal Kupiwg
E TIC VEOTTAQCMOTIKEG TTAONOEIG. ZNUAVTIKO TIAEOVEKTN A
NG Bdong autig amoteAei n UTTAPEN AVAPOPWY TIOU
agopouv og BIPAia, TTPAKTIKA cuvedpiwv Kal CEUIVO-
piwv, EPYACIEC KPATIKWY OPYAVICHWY Kal SISAKTOPIKES
SatpiPéc.

» TOXLINE (Toxicology Literature Online)
H Baon autn avrikel otn BiBAloypagikn Bdon tng
National Library of Medicine twv HIMA kat mepihapfa-
VEl TIEPIOOOTEPEC ATTO 3 €KATOUMUPIA BIBAIOYPAPIKEG
avagpopég mePlodikwy mou oxetifovtal katd KUPLo
AOyo He TNV To&IkoAoyia, Ta PAPMAKEUTIKA TTpoidvTa
Kal SIAPOPEG XNUIKEG OUTIEG.

« DAI (Dissertation Abstracts International)

Amotelel pia e€aIpeTIKA onUavTIKn Baon, Kabwg mept-
Aappavel Sedopéva mou SUCKOAA pmopouv va Bpebolv
Kal, TTIO CUYKEKPIPEVQ, TIG TTEPIAAYPELG TOU 95—98% Twv
Si1dakTopilkwv Slatpiwv mou €xouv TTpaypatomnolnOsi
oTiG HIMA kat tov Kavadd and to 1861 éwg orjuepa. Atid
To 1976 yiveTal CUCTNUATIKY TIPOOTIAOELQ, £TOL WOTE
otn Bdon auth va cupnePIAN@BoUV Kal SISAKTOPIKES
SlatpiBég mou Sie§ayovtal oe XWPEG EKTOG ard Tig HMA
Kat tov Kavadd, xwpig Opwe n mpoomdbela auTr) va €xel
anmoSwWaoel WG ONUEPA TA AVAUEVOUEVA ATTOTENECHA-
Ta.

« EBviké Kévtpo Tekunpiwong (National Documentation
Centre)
Mpokertal yia eANAnvikn Bdaon mou gival Stabéoiun otnv
nAektpovikry SievBbuvon www.ekt.gr kat n omoia mePL-
Aapfavel mepimou 1o 80% Twv EANANVIKWY SISAKTOPIKWV
Satpiwv mou mpaypatororiOnkav ano 1o 1985 éwg
ONUEPQ, KABWCE Kal To 5% Twv avtiotolxwv Siatpiwv
arnd 1o 1932-1985.

E€aipetikd onuavtikn givat n ocupPoAry tng Cochrane
Collaboration* (StaBéoiun otnv nAekTpoviky Sievbuvon
www.cochrane.org), n omoia amé to 1993 amotelei éva Sie-
Oviy un kepSookorikd opyavioud oTnV TpayuatTomnoinon
OCUCTNUOTIKWY AVACKOTTOEWV KAl LETA-avVAAUCEwWV 18laitepa
oTNV TEPIMTWON TWV KAIVIKWV SOoKIMWwV.*>*T Meploocdtepol
amnd 6.000 epeuvnTEG MAYKOOUIWG ouvepydlovTtal orjpepa
aplokepdwe pe tnv Cochrane Collaboration, otn Bdon
Sebopévwy NG omoiag untdpxouv 2.893 GUOTNMATIKEG
AVAOKOTINOEIC Kal 1.646 €pguvNTIKA TIPWTOKOAAA TTOU

*  H Cochrane Collaboration énuioupyn6nke otnv 0§popdn 1o 1993
Kal To 6vopd Tng ogeiletal oto Bpetavo emdnuiodyo Archibald
Leman Cochrane (1909—-1988).
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oxetiCovtal Kupiwg HE KAIVIKEG SOKIPEG KAl TNV OTTOTENE-
OMATIKOTNTA BEPATIEVTIKWVY TTAPEUPATEWV.

3 € APKETEC IEPIMTWOELG, Katd tn Sie€aywyn Mlag ou-
OTNUATIKAG OVOOKOTINONG Ol EPEVVNTEG ETIKOIVWVOUV
pE o €€IOIKEVPEVOUG ETTIOTIUOVEG UYEIOG OXETIKA ME
MO CUYKEKPIPEVN EMIOTNUOVIKN UTTOOE0N, £€TOL WOTE va
avérioouv TNV MAnpo@opia Toug Kal va e€dyouv 1o a&lo-
TIOTO CUMTTEPACUATA. ZTNV TTEPITTTWOoN, €AANOU, KATA TNV
ormoia amd pia HeAETN mpoékupav SUOo 1] TEPICCOTEPES
SNUOOCIEVOELG PE TTapouola cupmnepdouata, Oa mpémel otn
OUCTNUATIKY avaoKomnon va meplapfavetal pévo n mo
npoéoeatn dnuoociguon.*?

‘Otav n avadrtnon Twv JEAETWV YIVETAL NAEKTPOVIKA HECW
ToU S1adIKTUOU, TOTE Oa TTPETTEL VA AVAPEPETAL AETTTOUEPWG N
oTPATNYIKN, £T01 WOTE va givatl SuvaTtn n emavaAnyr tTng anod
AM\ou¢ epeuvNTEC HEANOVTIKA. H avagpopd TNG OTPATNYIKAG
avalntnong Oa mpémet va mepNapPavel Tig AéEeig-kAeldld
mou xpnotuporoindnkayv, to nedio avaltnong —m.x., €av
ol Aé€eic-kAe1d1d Bpiokovtal otov TitAo, oTnV TIEPIANYN 1
o€ OAOKANPO To ApBpo— Kal To AoyIoUIKO (software) mou
evOEXOUEVWC XPNOIMOTOIONKE yia Tnv avalitnon, Omwg
yla mapdadetypa to OVID.*

2 NUEIWVETAL OTI OPIOUEVOL EPEVVNTEG TIPOTEIVOUV TNV
TIOIOTIKN EKT{MNON TWV UEAETWV TTOL CUUTIEPIAAUBAvovTal,
TEANIKQ, O€ HIA UETA-AVANUON, £TOL WOTE KATA TOV UTTOAOYIOUO
TOU CLVOUACTIKOU ATTOTEAECHATOG TNG META-AVAAUONG va
Sivetal peyautepn BaputnTa oTIG KAAUTEPA OXESIAOUEVEG
UeNEéTEC. P4 EmmA€oy, UE TNV KATNYOPLOTIOINON auTr TWV
HeAeTWV gival Suvatdv va ekTiunBei o Babudc otov omoio
To péyeBoC TNG oxéong petadL mpoodloploTh Kal ékBaong
e€aptdrtal and TNV moldTNTA TNG EKACTOTE PHEAETNG, XWPIG
OuWCG autd va oyLel TAvToTE. 33839

3. META-ANAAYZH

To TteAevtaio Pripa TNG CUCTNMATIKAG AVAOKOTINONG
amoTeAel 0 KABOPIOCUOG TWV HEAETWV TIOU TIPOKEITAL VA
OUMTTEPIANPOOUV OTN PETA-AVAAUGCN YIA TOV UTTOAOYIOIO, UE
HaBNUATIKO TPOTTO, EVOC CLUVSUACTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOG. 3TN
OULVEXELD, EPapPOeTal N PeETA-avAAuon yia To cuvSuacuo,
HE HOBNUATIKO TPOTIO, TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY TWV HUEAETWV
ou €MAEXONKaAV KATA TN ouvoTtnUaTikh BiBAloypadikn
avaokomnon, £€Tol Wwote va e§ayxbei éva CUYKEVTPWTIKO
amotéleopa. Na mapddelypa, Qv O (A CUCTNUATIKA

*  To OVID gival To xpnolpoTEPO iowg AoyIopIKO avalitnong dedopé-
VWV OTIC EMOTAUES uyeiag, mephapBdavovtag >1.700 meplodika Kat
BiBAia, kaBwg kat 200 nhektpovikéG Baoelg Sedopévwv. To OVID
SnuioupyriBnke 1o 1984 otig HIMA, éxovtag orjuepa mepimou 13
EKATOMMUPLA XPNOTEG.
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avaokomnon emAEXOnkav Tpelg peAéteg pe 40, 60 kat 100
CUMIMETEXOVTEG O€ KOOI, TOTE N LETA-AVANUOH TWV TPLWV
QAUTWV PEAETWV Ba eKPPATLEL OUCIACTIKA TO ATTOTENECHIA LILAG
MENETNG e 200 CUUMIETEXOVTEG. ME ToV TPOTTO AUTOV, N ETA-
avdaAuon** odnyei oTov UTTOAOYICUO EVOC CUYKEVTPWTIKOU
QATTOTEAECMATOC PE MEYAAUTEPN aKpifEla Kal eykupdTnTa
arm’ 6, KAOe HeNETN XwpPLloTA. H peTa-avaluon mapéxet tnv
KaAUTepn Sduvatr évdelén (evidence) otav mepihapfavel
TUXQLOTIOINUEVEG EAEYXOUEVEG SOKIPEG, EVW TTAPOUCIALEL
MEIWPEVN EYKLUPOTNTA OTNV TIEPITITWON MEAETWV TTAPAKO-
AoUONONG Kal HEAETWV «A0OEVWV-UAPTUPWV».

3.1. X@dApa dnuoocisuong

Mpwv amé TNV mpayuatromnmoinon tng MeTa-avAaluong
anauteital n ekTipnon tov o@dApatog dnuoacievong (pub-

lication bias), To omoio umopei va o@eileTal 0To yeyovog
O'-l—l:4,49,53755

— Ta meplocdtepa mMePLOoSIKA SNUOCIEVOUV GUXVOTEPA
MENETEC Ol OTIOIEC KATAARyoUV Og BeTIKA gupruata
€VAVTI UEAETWV TTOU KATAANYOUV O€ apVNTIKA EUPAUATA,
Snuooievouv SNAadry cuxVOTEPA PEAETEG TTOU KATAAN-
YOUV OTO OTI N EVSEIKTIKI KATNYOPIa TOU UEAETWEVOU
mpoodloplot au€dvel Tn ouxvoTNTA EUPAVIONG TNG
MEAETWHEVNG €KPaonG (1.X. LEAETEG TTOU KATAAjyOLV OTO
oupmépacpa OTL ol KAmVIOTEG gpgavifouv ouxvotepa
KApPKivo Tou Tveuova)

— Ol gpeuvnTég amooTEANNOUV CUXVOTEPA TIPOG Kpion ota
TIEPLOSIKA MEAETEC TTOU KATAANYOUV O€ BeTIKA eupripata
£VOVTL HEAETWV TTOU KATAAYOUV O€ ApVNTIKA EUPHA-
Ta

— Ot peNéTeg TTOU KATAAYOLV Og B€TIKA euprpata Snpo-
ClevovTal CUXVOTEPA O TIEPIOSIKA Ta omoia ekdidovtal
OTNV aYYAIKN YAWOOQ, UE ATTOTENECHA VA EXOUV EYONU-
TePN MOAVOTNTA VA EVTOTIIOTOUV ATTO TOUG EPEUVNTEG
mmou S1e€dyouV Hia CLUOTNUATIKY AVACKOTINON

— Ol HENETEC TTOU KATAARYOUV O€ OETIKA EVPrATA £XOUV
MEYaAUTEPN MOAVOTNTA VA EVTOMIOTOUV Katd tn Sla-
Silkaoia TNG CUCTNUATIKAG AvacKOTTNoNG

— O1 yeNETEG TTOU KATAARYOUV O€ B€TIKA eupripaTa €X0uV

** I nUelveTal OTL 0 6POG UETA-AVANUCN LAAOV XpNOLUOoTIOLETAl
KATAXPENOTIKA Kal OTL TPOTIHOTEPOG Ba Tav 0 dpog HeTa-cUvOEeoN,
KaBw¢ oUCIaoTIKA TPAyUATOToLETAL CUVOEDN Kal OX1 AVAAUGCH TWV
AMOTEAECUATWV EVOC APIBUOU LENETWV Y10 TOV UTTOAOYIOUO EVOG OU-
YKEVTPWTIKOU anmoteAéopatod. Emméov, o 6pog avaluon Sedopévwv
€ival E0QaAUEVOG EVVOIONOYIKE, KOBWE ol mapatnenoel Sev gival
Sedopéva, v n ene€epyacia Twv mapatneRoewy ival cuvOBeon Kal
Ox1avdiuon. Xtnv ovoia, n avdluon Twv dedopévwy gival To cUVOAO
NG HOPTUPIaG 1) TNG EVOEIENG TTOU N EUMTEIPIKN €PEUVA XPNOILOTIOLE
yla Tov €Aeyxo TnG umoBeong.
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peyaAutepn mbavoTnTa va SnUOoCIEUTOUV OE TIEPLOCO-
TEPA Ao €va TTEPIOBIKA, UE ATTOTEAECHA VA €XOUV Kal
HeyoAUTEPN mMBavoTNTa va cupmepiAngBolv o uia
OUOCTNMATIKN avaoKOTINoN

— Oplopéveg peléteg Sev amooTéNovtal MoTé yia &n-
pooisuon kal 1dlaitepa ekeiveg mou v KATAARYOULV
oc OeTIKG eupnpaTa, eKeiveg TTou xpnuatodotoluvtal
amd PAPUOAKEUTIKEG ETAIPEIEG Kal Sev KATAAryouv ota
€mMOULVUNTA ATTOTEAECATA KAl EKEIVEG TTOU APOPOUV OE
UETATITUXIOKEG 1] SIOAKTOPIKEG EPYAOIEG.

H Umapén opdAuatog dnuocisuong amotelei cuoTn-
HOTIKO G@AAUA TIOU UEWWDVEL OCNUAVTIKA TNV €YKUPOTNTA
oG heTa-avaluong Kal yia to Adyo autdv amaiteital o
EVTOMONOG Tou. O A€oV oUVNOIOUEVOG TPOTTOC EKTIUNONG
Tou oAApatog dnuoaciguong gival o oxedlaouog evog Sia-
YPAMUOTOG TTOU €ival yVwoTto w¢ Sidypapua «xwvi»>® (fun-
nel plot) (eik. 1). Zto Siaypaupa avto, otov kabeto dfova
QAVTIOTOIXEI O APIOUOC TWV CUHPPETEXOVTWYV OTIG SIAPOPEG
HEAETEG TTOU cupmEpAaPBdAvovTal OTn PETA-avAaluon,
eV otov oplldvTio daova avTioTolxEl To PETPO OXéoNng
mou uttoAoyiletal oTig peNéteg (Slapopd 11 AdYoG HETpWV
ouxvOTNTAG, AOYOG CUNTTANPWHATIKWY TMOAVOTATWY K.A.).
‘Otav dev undpxel o@diua dnpooisuong, TOTE Ta onueia
o€ éva SIAypappa «XwVi» TTOL AVTIOTOLXOUV OTIG SIAPOopPEG
UENETEG SNIOUPYOUV TNV OTITIKN ATTEIKOVION EVOG CUULE-
TPIKOU QVECTPOAMMUEVOU KWVOU 1 XWVIOU, OTwG @aiveTal
otnv €lkéva 1. TNV TEPIMTWon auth, TN amouaiag &n-
Aadny opAAHaTOC SnUOcieuoNG, Ol UEAETEG UE LEYAAUTEPO
aplOPO CUPHETEXOVTWY BpiockovTal TNV KOpu®r TOU ave-
OTPAUHEVOU XwVIoU Kal xapaktnpifovtal amd peyaAuTtepn
akpifela, PE TIG TIHEG TOU EKTIMWHEVOU PETPOU OXEONG VA
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Eikova 1. Aldypappa «xwvi», Je TNV Umap&n CUPPETPIOG va UTTOSNAWVEL
™V amoucia oeAApaTog Snuoacieuong.

M. TAAANHX

MNVv TTapouctdlouv PeYAAn S1acTmopd, VW Ol MENETEG e
MIKPOTEPO APIOUO CUPUETEXOVTWVY [piokovtal 0TO KATW
MEPOG TOU AVECTPAUMEVOU XWVIOU Kal Xapaktnpifovtal
anod UIKPOTEPN OKPIRELQ, HE TIG TIMEG TOU PETPOU OXEONG
va rapouctdalouv peyalutepn Slaocmopd.

H umapén acuppuetpiag, e£AAoU, oTo SIAYPARMA «XWVi»
umodnAwvel tTnv Umapén o@dipatog dnuoocisuong.’’ H
TIEQIMTTWON AUTH a@opd cuVABWC OTO KATW PEPOG TOU
XWVIOU, OTTOU PENETEG PE HIKPO APIOPO CUPPETEXOVTWY SEV
mapouctalouv peydin SlacTopd OTO EKTIMWHUEVO UETPO
oxéong. Autd o@eiletal O0To yeyovog OTL SnuootevovTal
OUXVOTEPA UENETEG E UIKPO APIOUO CUMUETEXOVTWVY TTOU
KOTOAYOUV O€ BETIKA EVPAATA OE OXEON UE EKEIVEG TTOU
KATOAYOUV O€ apvNTIKA €uprata. XTnVv €ikéva 2 gaive-
Tal éva mapdadeyua vmapéng o@dApartog dnuocisuongc.
Mo ouykekplpéva, oto SIAypPappa «XwVi» TNG ElKOvVAG 2
UTTAPXEl AOUUUETPIA, KAOWG Ol HEAETEG PE UIKPO AplOuo
CUMUETEXOVTWVY KaTEANEav OAeg o€ BeTIK oxéon METAgL
mPpoodloploTh Kal éKPaong, Omwg uTodNAWVETAL Ao TNV
EKTIUNON TOU HETPOU OXEONG, TTOU ATAV O AOYOG HETPWV
ouyvotntag. Etol, Sev umdpxouv PHeAETEG PE HIKPS aplOpod
CUMUETEXOVTWVY OTIC OTIOIEG N €VOEIKTIKY) KATnyopia Tou
mPoodloploTr) va OXeTI(eTal HE PIKPOTEPN ouxvoTnTA
EUPAVIONG TNG MEAETWHEVNG éKPaONG O OX€oN ME TNV
Katnyopia avagopdg.

AKOUN Kal OTNV TIEPITTTWON OTTOU N CUCTNMATIKNA ava-
okomnnon nep\apPdvel evdehexn BIBAIOYPAQPIKA AVACKO-
NoN, €ival anmapaitnTo va KAataokevaoTei To Sldypaupa
«XWVi», £TOL WOTE va EVTOTIOTEL N TUXOV Uapén ceAApa-
TOG dnuoacisuong.’” MANOTA, N EKTIKNON TOU GEAANUATOG
Snuooiguong umopei va yivel kat mo a§lomota, o€ oxéon
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Ewkova 2. Aidypappa «xwvi», pe TNV UTTapén ACUUUETPIAG VA UTTOSNAWVEL
™V mapoucia o@Aipatog dnuoocisuonc.
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UE TO SIAYPAUHA «XWVi» KAl UE OPIOHEVOUG CTATIOTIKOUG
ENEYXOUG, HE OUVNOEOTEPOUG TO CUVTENECTH] CUCKETIONG
Satagewv tou Kendall (Kendall’s tau rank correlation
coefficient),”® o omoiog epapuoletal Xwpic MePLOPICHOUE
aANG gppaviel pElwPEVN OTATIOTIKA 1OXU, KAl TO CUVTE-
Aeot ouoxétiong Slatd&ewv Tou Spearman (Spearman’s
rank correlation coefficient),”® o omoiog emiong epappoletal
XWPIG TTEPLOPIOHOUG Kal EMITAEOV €ival ATTAOUCTEPOG GTOV
umoloytopo. TéAog, n avdiuon gvalodnoiag (sensitivity
analysis) amotelei TNV KAAUTEPN iOWG OTATIOTIKA PEBoSO
yld TNV EKT{KNON TOU OQAAUATOG Snpoaoisuong.

3.2. ETepoyévela TwV HEAETWV

H peta-avaAuon XpnOolUOTOIEITAL YIA TOV UTTOAOYIOUO
€VOC CUYKEVTPWTIKOU AMOTEAEOUATOC UE BAON TA ATTOTENE-
OMaTA EVOG APIOPOU TTAPOUOLIWY EAETWY TTOL TIPOEKUYP AV
éneira and TN CLUCTNMATIKN avackonnon. H akpifsla kat
N EYKUPOTNTA MIOG HETA-aVANUONG £60PTWVTAL CNUAVTIKA
ano 1o Babud otov omoio Ol EMPEPOUG HEAETEG Eival ap-
KETA OUOLOYEVEIG LETA&D TOUG, £TOL WOTE TA ATTOTEAECUATA
TOUG va UMopoUV va cuvSuaoToUV Yyid TOV UTTOAOYICUO
€VOC OUYKEVTPWTIKOU amoteAéopatog. Etol, mpémel va
UTTAPXEL OUOLOYEVELA OTO HEBOSOAOYIKO OXESIOOUO, OTOUG
MEAETWHEVOUG TTANBUCHOUG, OToV TPOTIO PETPNONG TOU
npoodloploTr Kal TNG ékPaong, oTig peBodoug e€oudeté-
PWONG TWV CUYXUTWV KA. Ze KABe mepimtwon, BERaia,
TA ATTOTENECUATA TWV EMPEPOUC UEAETWV Eival AOYIKO va
TaPoUGCIAlouV UL OPICHEVN LETAPBANTOTNTA TTOU OPEiAETAL
otnVv TUXN. ‘OTav SpWG TA ATTOTEAECOUATA TWV EMPEPOUG
MEAETWV TTOU TIPOKEITAL VA CUPTIEPIANPOOUV OTn HETa-
avdAuon mapouctdlouv HEYAAUTEPN ETEPOYEVEID ATIO
EKEIVN TTOU AVAPEVETAL EK TUXNG, TOTE O UTTOAOYIOUOG EVOG
HOVO CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOC MITOPEL va odnyn-
O&l O€ E0QAAUEVA CUUTTEPACHATA. XTNV TTEPIMTTWON AUTH,
ouvioTdTtal N €papuoyn TNS SIACTPWHATIKAG avaAuong
NG avaiuong maAvdpounong Pe T xprion Twv Stapopwv
XOPOAKTNPIOTIKWY Tou HeB0SOAOYIKOU OXeSIA0UOU TWV [E-
AETWV WG TTPORAEMTIKWY TTAPAYOVTWV YId TNV EKTIUNON TOL
BaBuou oTov o1oIo Ta XAPAKTNPIOTIKA AuTd ennpedlouv
N oxéon peta&y mpoadioplotn Kat €kPaong.®’ Ot peNéTeg
TwV OTToiWwV Ta armoteAéopata S1aPEPOuV CNUAVTIKA amod Ta
ATTOTEAEOHATA TNG TTAEIOVOTNTOG TWV HEAETWV OV TIPETEL
va amoppimtovTal anmid Kal povo e€aITiag TnG acupuewviag
auTiG, Al Tipénel va e§etalovtal S1e€odikd ta Sidgpopa
XOPAKTNPEIOTIKA Tou peBodoloyikol oxeSlacuol 1 tng
avdaiuong Twv dedopévwy Tou umopei va odriynocav otnv
acuvupwvia autn.’’

H ekTinoN TNG OMOLOYEVELNG TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY TWV
HEAETWYV TTOU TIPOKEITAL VA CUMTTEPIANPOOUV OTN META-
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avaluon umopei va mpaypatomolinOei eite pe to Sidypauua
L' Abbé (LAbbé plot) gite pe TNV e@appoyr] Twv KATAANAWV
OTATIOTIKWY EAEyXwWV. 210 Stdypaupa L' Abbé, otov kdbeto
A4&ova avTIoTOoIXEl TO HETPO oUXVOTNTAG YA EKEIVOUC TTOU
AVAKOUV OTNV €VOEIKTIKN KATNYOPIiad TOU HEAETWHEVOU
mpoodloploTh, vy oTov opllévtio dfova avTIoTOoIXED TO
METPO OUXVOTNTAG YA EKEIVOUG TTOU AVFKOUV OTNV KATNyopia
avagpopdg Tou TpoodloploTr). Ale§dyetal pia peta-avaiuon,
T.X., YO TNV EKTIUNON TNG AMTOTEAECHATIKOTNTAG ULAG VEAG
OepameuTIKAG TTAPEUBAoNG YIa TNV AVTILETWITION TOU KAp-
KivOU TOU PHaoToU. To HETPO CuXvOTNTAG TTou UTToAoyileTal
€ival To MOCOOTO TeEVTAETOUC emPBiwong TNV €lkova 3
@aivetal o Sidypappa L' Abbé tng peta-avédiuong auvtnc. H
Slaywviog ypapur ou gépetatl amod Tnv apxr Twv afovwv
o€ ywvia 45° anmoTeAei To OPIO TNG ATTOTEAECUATIKOTNTAG
NG Véag OgparmeuTIKNG TAPEUPBaonG, e TIC TIHEG TTou Bpi-
oKovtal mavw amnd tn Slaywvio auth va ekepdalouv tnv
UTTEPOXN TNG VEAG BeparmeuTikng mapépaong évavtl tng
KOOIEPWHEVNC Kal TIG TIUEC TTOL PBpiokovTal KATw amd tn
Slaywvio va gkepdalouv TNV umEPOXN TNG KaBlEpwpévng
Bepamneutikng mapépBaonc. ‘Oco Mo cuunayég €ival To
Siaypappa L' Abbé, oo mio peydAn ouykévipwon Snhadn
mapouctalouv ol SIAPOoPEC TIPES, TOOO TTLO OOLOYEVEIG gival
Ol HENETEC aTTO TIG omoieg Mpoékuyav ta dedopéva Tou
SlaypAdUpaATOC. TNV €IKOVA 3 ol TIEG Tou StaypdpuaTog
TIaPouciAfouV HEYANN CUYKEVTPWON, N OTTOIa LTTOSNAWVEL
OMIOIOYEVEID TWV UENETWV, EVW TO AVTIOTPOPO cUPaivel
oTnV €IKova 4.

H epunveia tou dtaypdppatog L' Abbé evamokertal otnv
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Ewkdva 3. Aidypappa L' Abbé, pe Tig Tipég Tou avTioTolouv oTiG 20 HENETEG
va TTaPouctafouv PEYAAN CUYKEVTPWATN, YEYOVOG TTOU UTTOSNAWVEL TNV
Umapén opoloyEvelag.
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Ewkoéva 4. Aidypappa L' Abbé, pe Tig TipéG TOU avTioTotxouv oTiG 20 pe-
AETEG va TAPOUGIAlouv HIKPT) CUYKEVTPWON, YEYOVOC TTOU UTTOSNAWVEL
v UMapén ETEPOYEVELAG.

UTTIOKEIMEVIKN KPIoN Twv €PELVNTWY Kal amartei 1diaitepn
EUMELPia YIa TNV armo@uyr AavOACUEVWVY CUUTTEPACUATWV.
Ma to Adyo autody, 1o Siaypappa L' Abbé xpnoipomoleitat
ETMKOUPLIKA VIO TNV EKTIUNON TNG OLOLOYEVELOG TWV UEAETWV
Kal Ta oupnepdopata otnpifovtal Kupiwg otnv e@appoyn
TWV KATAAANAWV OTATIOTIKWV ENEYXWV. TNV TEPITTWON
autr}, cuvrBWG MPOTIPATAL N XPHON TOU OTATIOTIKOU EAEY-
¥ou Q twv DerSimonian kat Laird,*52% rou mapouctddel tn
UEYOAUTEPN EYKLUPOTNTA KAl OTATIOTIKNA 1OXU Kal ETITTAEOV
urtoAoyiletal amAovotepa. H pndevikn umdéBeon mmou eAéy-
XETAL €ival OTL Ol PHeNETEG €ival opoloyeveig petadl Toug,
omnéTe €AV TO TTAPATNPOVUMEVO MiMeSO TNG OTATIOTIKAG
ONMAVTIKOTNTAG (TIur p) €ivat peyalUtepo amo 1o mpokabo-
PLOMEVO €MIMESO TNG OTATIOTIKAG ONUAVTIKOTNTAG (TN a),
161e Sev amoppintetal n PNSeVIKN UTTOGOEON Kal, EMOUEVWC,
UTTAPXEL OpoLoYEVELa HETAED TwV HeEAeTWV. AvTiOeTa, dv n
TIMA P TTOL TIPOKUTITEL ATIO TNV EQPAPHOYH TOU OTATIOTIKOU
eNéyxou gival pikpoTePN amd TNV TIPN 0, TOTE amoppinTe-
Tal N pndevikn untdBeon Kal UTTAPYXEL ETEPOYEVELA METAED
TwV HEAETWV. H ekTiunon tTnG UMMAPENG eTEPOYEVELQG Eival
e€alpeTIKNG onuaciag, kabwg kabopilel TN padnuatikn
H€B0S0 oL TIPOKEITAL VA EQAPUOCTE( YIA TOV UTTOAOYIOUO
TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTENECATOC.

3.3. MaBnuatikn diadikacia

H ektipunon tou o@aApatog Snuocicuong Kal TG Opolo-
YEVELAG LETAED TWV UEAETWV ATTOTEAOUV ATTAPAITNTES TTPO-
OMOB£0EIC YIa TNV EQAPUOYH TNG KATAANANG MAONUATIKAG
HEBOS0U, e OKOTIO TOV UTTOAOYIOHO TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU
ATMOTEAECUATOG TNG HETA-avAaluong. Eav StamotwOei opol-
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OY£EVELa UETAEY TWV PENETWY, TOTE EQAPUOLETAL TO UOVTEAO
Twv otabepwv amotedecudtwy (fixed-effects model), %%
evw €av SlamoTtwOeil etepoyéveld HETAED TWV HEAETWY,
TOTE €QPAPUOLETAL TO UOVTEAO TWV TUXAIWY ATTOTEAECUATWY
(random-effects model).#*-%” Z1nv mepintwon Tng Uapéng
OMOlOYEVELAG, N €mMAoyr] Tou povTélou Oev emnpeddel Ta
QAmoTeAéoUATA.

‘Otav €papuoletal TO HOVTENO TwV OTABEpwV armo-
TEAECPATWY, IOXVEL N LUTTOOeoN OTI TO ATIOTEAECHA TOU
npoodloploTth ival otabepd OTIC SIAPOPEG MENETEG Kal
OTL N HETABANTOTNTA TOU ATTOTEAECUATOG OPEIAETAL OTNV
Tuxaia PETAPANTOTNTA TTOU TTAPOUCIAlEL N KABe peNETN
e€artiag Tov yeyovotog ott Aapdveral éva «Sgiypa» amd tov
TANBuoUS-TINYN. EmmAéov, otav e@apuoleTal To HOVTENO
TWV OTaBEpWV ATTOTEAECUATWY, TOTE TA CUMTTEPACHATA
NG HETA-avAAUONG gival €YKUpaA LIOVO YIA TIG MENETEC TTOU
CUUMEPLEANPONCAV oTNV avaluon autr Kal Sgv umopouv
VA YEVIKEUTOUV YIa ONEG TIG TIAPOOLIEG MENETEC.

TNV MEPITTWON TOU HOVTENOU TWV TUXAIWV ATTOTENECUA-
TWV, N HETABANTOTNTA TOU AMOTEAECHATOG TOU TIPOCSI0PIoTH
OQEINeETAl TOOO OTN METAPBANTOTNTA TTOU TTAPOUGIALEL N KAOE
MENETN e€artiag TOU OTL XpNnolpomolouvTal «Seifypatax Kat Oxl
TTANBUCHOI-TINYH, 600 Kal 0TN HETABANTOTNTA PUETAEY TWV
Sla@OpwWV HEAETWV.5 ITO HOVTENO AUTO, IOXVEL N UTTOOEDN
OTL Ol HEAETEG TTOU EMAEXONKAV VA CUUTTEPIAN@OOUV 01N
META-avAAuon amote oLV €va Tuxaio «Seiypa» OAwvV Twv
TTAPOMOIWV PEAETWY, OTTOTE ival Suvatn n yevikeuon Twv
QATTOTEAECPATWV.%

lMa ToV UTTOAOYIOO TOU GUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECATOC
oTNV TIEPIMTTWON TOU HOVTEAOU TWV OTABEPWV ATTOTEAECUA-
Twv gpapudletal n péBodog twv Mantel kat Haenszel, n
H€BoSOo¢ Tou Peto 1 n péBodog TnG avtiotpo®ng SlacTiopdg
(inverse variance method), evw otnv mrepinmtwon Tou povté-
AoV TwV TUXAiWV arTOTEAECHATWY EPappoleTal n péBodog
Twv DerSimonian kat Laird.* Onw¢ mpoavagépOnke, étav
UTTAPXEL OPOLOYEVELD PETAEY TWV PEAETWY, TOTE N EMAOYN
TOU povTéNou Sev emNPEeACEL TO CUYKEVTPWTIKO ATTOTENECHA.
3 & ONeG TIG peBOSoug otabuiletal n BapuTNTA TWV PEAETWV
OTOV UTTOAOYIOHO TOU GUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAEOUATOC, UE
€KEIVEG TTOU €XOUV PEYAAUTEPO APIOPO CUPHETEXOVTWV Kal
MIKpOTEPN TUXAIA HETABANTOTNTA VA €XOLV PHeYaAUTEPN Ba-
putnTta. H pébodog twv Mantel kat Haenszel kat n pébodog
™G avtioTpoPng S1aCTIOPAG XPNOIHOTIOIOUVTAL CUXVOTEPQ,
evw N H€BoSo¢ Tou Peto gival am\oVoTePN OTOUG UTTOAOYI-
OpoUG, 1I81aitepa TV SIAOTNUATWY EUMOTOCUVNG, AAAA N
£pappoyn NG amartei TNV UTTAPEN OPIoUEVWY TIPOUTTODECEWV.
Mo ouykekpiuéva, n uéBodog Tou Peto umopei va epap-
HOOTEl pévov otav (a) To HETPo oxéong Tou uttoloyiletal
givat o Adéyo¢ Twv SuPMANpwUATIKWY meavotitwy, (B) n
META-avAluon apopd o€ KAIVIKEG SOKIUEG, (Y) 0 aplOuog



>YXTHMATIKH ANAXKOMHXH KAl META-ANAAYXH

TWV TTEPUMTTWOEWV €KPBaong ival OXETIKA ueyAAog kat (8) o
APIOUOC TWV CUPPETEXOVTWVY TTOU AVIKOUV OTNV EVOEIKTIKN
KATNyopia Tou HEAETWHEVOL TTIPOCSIoPIoTH €ival TTepimou
ico¢ pe Tov apIBUd TWV CUMPETEXOVTWVY OTNV Katnyopia
avagpopdag tou mpocdloploT.

Q¢ MOPASEIYHA AVAPEPETAL LA UTTOBETIKN ETA-avAAuoN
7 KAWVIKWV SOKIJWVY yla TN oUYKPLIoN TNG ATTOTEAECHATI-
KOTNTAG TOU EVEPYOTTIOINTH TOU IOTIKOU TIPOSPOUOoU TNG
TAAOUIVNG évavTl TNG OTPEMTOKIVACNG yia TNV TPOANYN
Tou Bavdtou émerta and ofv éuepayua Tou puokapdiou.
3TN PeTa-avaluon auth, n HEAETWHEVN €kBaon rtav o
Bdvatog e€artiag o&€og epppdyuartog Tou puokapdiou, o
UENETWHEVOC TIPOCSIOPIOTAC TAV N BEPATIEVTIKN aywyn
—OTPEMTOKIVACN €VAVTL TOU EVEPYOTIOINTH] TOU IOTIKOU
TPOSPOUOU TNG TAACHIVNG— Kal TO UTTOAOYI{OUEVO HETPO
ouxvotnTag ATav n Bvntotnta** oe éva £toc. To péTpo
OX€0NG TTOU XPNOIHOTIOINONKE yla TNV EQApUoyr TNG UETA-
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avdAuong ritav o Adyog Twv BvNTOTAHTWY OTOUG EUPPAY-
patieg Tou eAAuBavav CTPETTOKIVACN O OXEON HE TOUG
EUPPAYUATIEG TTOU ENAUPBavVAV EVEPYOTTOINTI) TOU IOTIKOU
npodpouou TG Maocpivne. Etol, n evdelktikn Katnyopia
TOU TIPOCSIoPIoTA ATAV N OUASA TWV TTACXOVTWY TTOU ENAU-
Bavav oTpeNToKIVACN, EVW N KATNyopia ava@opdg ATav n
opada Twv TAacXOVTwV TIou EAAPavav EVEPYOTIOINTH TOU
I0TIKOU TTIPOSPpOUOU TNG TTAACHIVNG.

Ztov mivaka 1 @aivovtal ta umoBeTikd dedopéva yia
TIG 7 KAVIKEG SOKIUEG TTOU CUUTTEPLEAIPONCAV oTn UETA-
avaiuon. MpaypaTomolwvTag TO OTATIOTIKO éAeyxo Q Twv
DerSimonian kal Laird yla tov é\eyxo TNG OMOIOYEVELAG
METAEY TwV MEAETWV MPoékuYe OTL p=0,87, yeyovog Tou
urrodNAWVEL TNV UTTAPEN opoloyEVELag, OoTTOTE gival Suvath n
E£QAPHOYI TOU LOVTEAOU TWV OTADEPWV ATTOTEAECUATWY yia
TOV UTTOAOYIOUO TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOG. XTOV
mivaka 2 gaivovtal ta «Bdpn» pe Ta omoia otabuifovtal ol

Mivakag 1. YToBeTikd deSopéva 7 KAVIKWY SOKIUWV yla Tn GUYKPLON TNG OMTOTEAECUATIKOTNTAG TNG OTPENMTOKIVAONG £VAVTL TOU EVEPYOTIOINTH TOU
10TIKOU MPoSpodpoU TNG MAACUIVNG yia TNV TTPOANYN tou Bavdtou émeita amd ofU éuppayua Tou puokapdiou.

EVSEIKTIKI) KAaTnyopia (CTpEMTOKIVAGH)

Katnyopia avag@opdg (evepyomointrg)

Melétn MNacyovteg (cUvolo) Oavarol (o€ 1 £10¢) MNacyovteg (cUvolo) Oavarol (o€ 1 £10¢) Ovr::'?)'vr‘r,jzwv

A 100 10 100 5 2

B 80 5 81 3 1,6875

r 45 3 44 2 1,4667

A 250 30 248 10 2,976

E 52 4 50 3 1,2821

2T 40 5 40 2 2,5

Z 62 5 61 4 1,2298

Mivakag 2. «<Bapn» Ue Ta omoia otabuiotnkav ot 7 KAVIKEG SOKIUEG TOU TTivaKa T TOOO UE TNV epapuoyn TG peBddou Twv Mantel kat Haenszel 6co

Kal PE TNV €Qappoyn TnG peBodou Tng avtiotpo®ng Slaomopdc.

Noyog 95% Siaotnpa «Bapn» (%) (néBodog «Bapn» (%) (méBoSog
Melétn BvnrotRTWV gumoTooUvVNG Twn p Mantel-Haenszel) avtioTpopng dtacmopdc)
A 2 0,71-5,64 0,191 17 17
B 1,6875 0,42-6,83 0,463 10 10
r 1,4667 0,26-8,36 0,666 7 6
A 2,976 1,49-5,96 0,002 34 39
E 1,2821 0,31-5,44 0,736 1 9
T 2,5 0,52-12,14 0,256 7 7
Z 1,2298 0,35-4,36 0,748 14 12

* O evepyomoInTAE TOU LOTIKOU TTPodpOUoU TNG MAACUIVNG KooTiCel
OPKETATIEPIOOOTEPO ATTO TN OTPENTOKIVACH, AAA Tapoucidlel Suo
ONUAVTIKA TTAEOVEKTAUATA €VaVTL AUTAC. M0 GUYKEKPIEVQ, N OTPE-
TITOKIVAON €ival pia TpwTEivn TTou Sev mpoépyeTal amd Tov avepwrivo
0OPYAVIOUOS Kal yla TO AOYO auTOV TIPOKAAE] CUXVOTEPA OANEPYIKEG
avTidpAoelC Kat eMmAéov oSnyei cuXVOTEPA O€ AlopPayia O OxXEoN
JLE TOV EVEPYOTTOINTH TOU LOTIKOU TTPOSPpOUOU TNG TTAACHIVNG.

** H Bvntotnta (fatality) amoteei pétpo ouxvotnTag Twv mMabrioewv
Kal urohoyiCetal povo o€ KAEIOTOUG MANBUOHOUG TACKOVTWV.%8
H BvntotnTta 1}, aAWG, emimTwon-mocootd Tou Bavdtou eival To
TT0000TO TWV TTACXOVTWV TTOU ameRiwoav HEca 0’ éva GUYKEKPIUEVO
XpPoviko Sidotnua g€artiag Tng mABnong amod v omoia £macyav.
Aapfdvel Tipég 0—1 kat Sev €xel HOVASEG PETPNONG.
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KAVIKEG SOKIPEG TOOO PE TNV EPApPOYN TNG peBdSou Twv
Mantel kai Haenszel 6c0 kat pe Tnv e@appoyn tng pebddou
™G avtiotpopng Stacmopdc. H otdbuion eival oxedov n
idla kat otig Vo neBOSOUC, YEYOVOC TTOU AVTAVAKAATAL KAl
oTa anoTeAéopata TnG peta-avaiuonc. Etol, pe tnv epap-
poyn TnG HeBodou Twv Mantel kat Haenszel mpoékue o1
0 Aéyoc Twv BvnrotriTwy rTav icog pe 2,12 (95% Sidotnua
gumotoouvng: 1,4-3,21, p=0,0004), evw Y€ TNV EQAPUOYN
NG HEBSS0oL TNG avTioTpoPng Slaomopdg MpoékuPe 6TL O
Aoyo¢ Twv BvnrotTwy ATav icog pe 2,08 (95% Sidotnua
gumoToouvng: 1,35-3,21, p=0,0009). Kau e tig Svo pebddouc,
SnAadnj, To anmoTéAeopa TNG PETA-avAAuoNnG ATav 0TI GTOUG
EU@paypatieg mou eAdpavav otpentokivdon n Bvntétnta
o¢ éva étog e€artiag Tou euepdypatog ritav epinmou Simidoia
o€ oxéon Je TN BvNTOTNTA TWV EUPPAYUATIWV TTOU EAAUBa-
Vav EVEPYOTTOINTH TOU IOTIKOU TTPoSPAoU TNG MAACUIvVNG.
‘Onwg mpoava@£pOnKe, Tav UTTAPXEL OUOLOYEVELD PETAED
TWV HEAETWV TTOL CUUTEPINAUPAVOVTAL OTN PETA-AVAAUON,
TOTE TO HOVTENO TWV OTAOEPWV ATTOTEAECUATWY KATAAIYEL
oTa Sl amoTeAéopATA PE TO HOVTENO TWV TUXAIWV ATTOTE-
Aeopdtwv. ETOL, KAl OTO CUYKEKPIUEVO TTAPASELYHA, OTTOU
UTTAPXE OMOIOYEVELD LETAED TWV MEAETWY, N EPAPPOYN TNG
pebddou Twv DerSimonian kat Laird —povtélo twv Tuxai-
WV aMOTEAECUATWV— KATEANEE oTa iSla amoTteNéopata Pe
TNV €Pappoyn TG HeEBGSouL NG avtioTpoeng SlacTopdc
(HoVTENO TwV OTABEPWV ATTOTEAECUATWV).

TNV MAEIOVOTNTA TWV TIEPITITWOEWY, N UETA-AVAAUCN
ouvodevetal amd éva Sidypaupa mmou gival yvwoto wg did-

M. TAAANHX

yeauua «6acoc» (forest plot) kat oto omoio ameikoviCovtal
TA AMTOTEAECUATA TOOO TWV ETMUEPOUG PEAETWV OCO KA TNG
peta-avaluong. To Siaypaupa «8acog» sival e€alpeTikd
ONUAVTIKO, KABWG TIPOCEPEPEL [la oaPn Kal Apeon lkova
NG META-avAAuoNG Kal N eppnveia Tou dev amartei 1biaite-
PEC YVWOELG. XTNV €lKOVa 5 @aivetal To Stdypappa «6Acocy
TNG META-AVAAUONG TWV 7 KAIVIKWV SOKIMWY Tou Trivaka 1.
ZTov KABEeTO Aova avTioToLXOUV Ol ETTIHEPOUG PEAETEG TTOU
CUUTTEPIEANPONCAV 0T HETA-AaVAAUOT, EVW OToV 0pI{OVTIO
a€ova avTIoTOLXEl TO EKTIPWUEVO UETPO OXEONG, TTOU OTO
OUYKEKPLUEVO TTapddelypa Atav o Adyog Twv Bvntotrtwy.
3 & KAOE UENETN AVTIOTOIXEL £va TETPAYWVO, TTOU ATTOTEAEI
TO EKTIUWHEVO HETPO OXEONG OTN MEAETN auTh, KABWE Kal
Mia opllovTia ypaupr Slapécou Tou TETPAywVoU, Ta Akpa
NG omoiag amoteAolV To SIACTNUA EUMIOTOOUVNG TOU
pETPOUL oxéong. ETol, otnv &lkdéva 5, To TETPAYwVO TTOU
AVTIOTOIXEl OTN HEAETN A ammOTeAEl TO HETPO OXEONG TTOU
UTTOAOYIOTNKE OTN HENETN AUTH Kal gival {00 PE 2, evw Ta
dkpa ™G oplldvTIag YPAUUNAG SIAUECOU TOU TETPAYWVOU
aAmoTeAOVV TO SIACTNA EUMOTOOUVNG TOU UETPOU OXEONG,
mou €ival ioo pe 0,71-5,64. Napopoiwg, To TETPAYWVO TTOU
avTioTolxei otn PeAETN B amoteleil To pétpo oxéong mou
uTTOAOYIOTNKE OTN MEAETN AUTH Kal gival ico e 1,69, evw
Ta AKpa TNG opllOVTIOC YPAMUNAG SIOUECOU TOU TETPAYWVOU
amoTeAOVV TO SIACTNUA EPMOTOCUVNG TOU UETPOU OXEONG,
10V €ival ioo pe 0,42—6,83. To péyeBog TWV TETPAYWVWYV
e€aptatal ano 1o «Bapoc» mou MPoodidetal o KAOE UENETN
Yl TOV UTTOAOYIOUO TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECOUATOG
TNG META-AVAAUONG, ME MEYAAUTEPA TETPAYWVA VA AVTI-

A '| 2[0.71-554)
|
1,69 [D42-6,83
B
147 [0,26—8,36]
r - H @ ]
§ 296 [1.49-5,96)
& oA =
=
e
]
W 1,28 [0,3=544]
S E
25[051=12,14]
- )
7 N 1.23 [0.35=4.36)
|
|
A

Ewkova 5. Aidypappa «6acog» mou

0 2 4 & B

Adyog OvnromijTay

QVTIOTOIKE OTA ATTOTEAEOUATA TNG
peTa-avdluong Twv 7 KAIVIKWV do-
KIMWV Tou mivaka 1.
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OTOIXOUV O€ HEAETEG TTOU €XOUV HEYOAUTEPO «3apog». Etol,
oTNV €1KOVA 5, TO TETPAYWVO TIOU AVTIOTOIXE OTN HEAETN A
gival To peyalUTEPO, KABWG N MEAETN AUTH €iXE TO PEYAAU-
TEPO «BAPOC» KATA TOV UTTOAOYIOUO TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU
QATTOTEAEOPATOG TNG UETA-AVAAUONG.

3TO OUYKEKPIUEVO TTAPASELYA, OTTOU TO UETPO OXEONG
ATav 0 AOyog BvnNTOoTHTWY, N KAOETN YPAUK TTOU @EpETal
otnv TR 1 otov optldvtio aova avtioToIxEl oTn HN
umapén oxéong peta&y mpoodiloplotr kat ékBaong. Etol,
n KABetn autr ypauun Oa téuvetal amd TG optlOvVTIEG
YPOAUMEG TwV HEAETWV TTIOU Sev KATEANEAV O€ OTATIOTIKA
ONMAVTIKR oxéon PeTa&l mpoodioploTr Kal ékBaonc. Na
T0 AOYO auTO, OTO CUYKEKPLIUEVO TTAPASELYUA, N LoVadIKA
optlovTia ypauur mou dev TéUVEL TNV KABETN ypapun n
ormoia @épetal otnv TiHA 1 otov optldvtio d€ova eival
€KEIVN TTOU QVTIOTOIXEL OTN HEAETN A, n oroia gival Kal n
povadiKn TTou KATEANEE O€ OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKN OXEoN
peTalL mpoodloploTh Kal ékBaong (95% SiaoTnua gumi-
otoouvng 1,49-5,96, p=0,002).

1o Sldypaupa «6Ac0GC», TO CUYKEVTIPWTIKO OTTOTENE-
OMa TNG META-avAAuong aneikovifetal e éva Slapavrtl, Ta
Akpa Tou oTmoiov amoTeAOVV TO SIACTNUA EUMIOTOOVUVNG
TOU EKTIUWHUEVOU HETPOU OXEONG. TNV €1KOVA 5, n KABETN
ypappr mou Siépxetal and 1o KEVTPO Tou SIapavTIoU TTIPOG
Tov opildévTio afova avtioTolxel otnv TIPn 2,12, evw Ta
dkpa Tou SIapavTIoU amoTeAOVV To SIACTNA EUIMIOTOOVVNG
(95% Siaotnua gumotoouvng 1,4-3,21, p=0,0004), 6TTWG
AKPIBWC TTPOEKUYPE Kal amd TNV e@appoyr tng pebddou
Twv Mantel kat Haenszel.

H peta-avdiuon katéAnée oto ocuumépacua 0Tt n Bvnto-
TNTA O€ AUTOUG TTOU EAAUBavaV OTPEMTOKIVACH NTAV TTEPITTOU
2 POPEG HEYONUTEPN O€ OXEON PE EKEIVOUG TTOU eEAdpfBavav
EVEPYOTIOINTH TOU IOTIKOU TIPOSPOUOU TNG TTAACHIVNG Kal
OTL N OXEON AUTH TAV OTATIOTIKA ONMAVTIKA. ZNUEWWVETAL
4TL 01 6 amd TIG 7 KAIVIKEG SOKIMEG TTOU CUUTTEPLEA|PONCav
oTn peta-avdiuon Sev gixav KataAA&el O OTATIOTIKA ON-
HAVTIKEG OXEOELG, UTTOONAWVOVTAG £TCL TNV ATTOUCIA OXEONG
peta&v mpoodloploty kat ékPaong. To mapdderypa autd
€ival XapaktnpoTikd TNG CUVEICPOPAG TNG LETA-AVAAUONG
otnv e§aywyry a0PANECTEPWY CUUTIEPACHATWY KAl OTOV
UTTOAOYIOUO €VOG CUYKEVTPWTIKOU OTTOTEAEOUATOG UE LIE-
YaAUTEPN akpifela kal eykupdTNTaA.

4.>YNOWH

‘Onw¢ mpoava@£pOnke, gpaivetal 6Tl gival TTIPOTIMOTEPN
n 81akpIon avApEeca 0Tn CUCTNUATIKA AvaoKOTINoN Kal T
HETA-AVAANUON, PE TNV TTIPWTN VA AmoTeAEl TN BswpnTikn
Stadikacia kKaBoplopoL e OpIoUEVA KPITHPLIA TWV KAAU-
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TEPA HEOOSONOYIKA OXESIAOUEVWV HEAETWV OXETIKA UE Hia
OUYKEKPLIUEVN ETTIOTNHOVIKN untoBeon kat tn deutepn va
amoTteAei TN padnuatikr Stadikacia UTTOAOYIOUOU VO OU-
YKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAEOUATOC E BACN TA AMTOTEAECHATA TWV
MENETWV Ol OTToiEG EMAEXONKAV ETTIEITA ATTO TN CUCTNMATIKNA
avaokonnon Tng BiBAoypagiag (€ik. 6). ETol, N cuoTnUaTIKA
AvVaOKOTINGON KAl N HETA-AVAAUCH ATTOTEAOUV TO TTIPWTO KAl
10 SeUTEPO B, avtioTolxa, piag Stadikaciag cuvduacpov
TWV ATTOTEAECHATWY EVOC APLOPOU UEAETWV AVAPOPIKA JUE
MIO OUYKEKPIUEVN ETIOTNMOVIKN UTTOOEON, UE OKOTIO TOV
UTTOAOYIOUO PE HEYOAUTEPN aKPIBEIa KAl EYKUPOTNTA —O€E
oxéon e KABe eMUEPOUG HENETN XWPLIOTA— EVOG OUYKE-
VTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOG, TO OTO(0 EKTIMA OUGCIACTIKA
TN oxéon petady mpoodloploTr Kal €KPaong.

Ta kpttripla évta&ng Kat amokKAEIGUOU TwV HEAETWY, N
Urnap&n cEANPATog SNUOCIEVONG KAl N UTTOPEN ETEPOYEVELQG
METAEY TWV PHEAETWV ATTOTEAOUV TA ONUAVTIKOTEPA XAPO-
KTNPLOTIKG, TA OTTO{0 ITOPOUV VA HUEWOCOUV TNV EYKUPOTNTA
TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTENECHATOC TTOL £EAYETAL UETA ATTO
N ovoTnuUatikA BIBAOYPAPIKN) AVAOKOTINON KAl TN UETA-
availuon.*# EvtoUuTolg, n MPayHatonoinon CUCTNHATIKAG
avaoKOTINONG KAl JETA-AVAAUONG OXETIKA UE YO CUYKEKPL-
Mévn EMOTNUOVIKN LTTOBECN amoTeAei TNV KaAUTEPN SduvaTtn
emAoyn} Kal odnyei o ac@aléoTtepa cupmepdopata an’
O,TL KAOE emMuEPOUG PEAETN XwpPLoTd. [a To Adyo auTtoy, n
Sladikaoia Tou @aivetal oTnV €IKOVA 6 Yia TOV UTTOAOYICHO
£VOG CUYKEVTPWTIKOU ATTOTEAECHATOG EiVaL ATTOPATNTN OTNV
mpoomddsia AjPng opOOAOYIKWV ATTOPACEWV OXETIKA UE
{ntpata dnuoéotag vysiag. XapaktnploTikd mapdadelyua
amoteAei n avtimapdBeon HeTady TwV KATTVORIOUNXAVIWY
KOl TWV PN KUBEPVNTIKWY OPYAVWOEWY KATA TOL TaBNTIKoU
KATTVIOMATOG, YE TIG TTPWTEG va oTtnpifouv Ta eMIXEIPAHATA
TOUG OTA ATTOTENEOUATA LEAETWV TTOU KaTEAN&av otnv Urapén
oxéong HikpoUL Babuou peta mabnTikoU Kamviopatog Kat
KOpPKivou Tou mveupova Kal Tig Seutepeg va otnpiovtal
OTO ATTOTEAEOUATA PEAETWY TTOU S1ATTIOTWOAV CNUAVTIKNA
avénon TG ouxvotNTAG EUPAVIONG TOU KAPKivou Tou
TIVEUOVA OTOUG TTAONTIKOUG KATVIOTEG.Y Eival mpogavég
4TI, OTNV MEPIMTTWON AUTH, N 0pBOoAOYIKA AP armo@AcEwWV
Sev umopei va otnpixOei oTa amoTEAECUATA HEPOVWHUEVWV
MEAETWYV, AN amaITeital O UTTOAOYIOHOG EVOC GUYKEVTPW-
TIKOU ATTOTEAECUATOC PHECW TNG KATAAANANG CUCTNMATIKAG
avaokonnong t™¢ BiBAoypagiag.”®”’

To 1993, pdAiota, €onxOn n évvola TG aOpPoloTIKAG
peta-avdAuong (cumulative meta-analysis),? katd tnv
omnoia kKABs popd mou Sie€AyeTal pia VEA LENETN OXETIKA UE
MO ETTIOTNMOVIKE UTTOOEON, T ATTOTEAECUATA TNG UEAETNG
auTtiG pooTiBevTal ota anmoteAéopata TG N UNTdpyou-
0aG UETA-aVAAUONG TWV €WG EKEIVN TN OTIYUR UENETWV
TIOU €XOUV TTIPAYMATOTIOINOE, UE OKOTIO TOV UTTOAOYIOUO
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Eikova 6. AlaS1Kacia UTTOAOYIGOU TOU CUYKEVTPWTIKOU AMOTEAECHATOG, TTOU UTTOSNAWVEL TN OX€0N HETASY TPOOSI0pI0TH KAl CUXVOTNTAG EPPAVIONG
™G €KPaong Pe TNV EQappoyn TNG CUCTNHATIKAG AVAoKATTNONG KAl TNG LETA-avAAUoNG.

€VOG VEOU OUYKEVTPWTIKOU OTTOTEAECUATOG PE AKOUN TTIO
akpIBn Kal £€yKupo TPOTTO. TNUEIWVETAL OTL N aOPOIoTIKA
UETA-avAAUON XpnOoLLoTolEiTal IS1AITEPA OTNV TIEPITTWON
TWV KAVIKWV SOKIUWV.>7# OL gpeuvnTtég, €€AANOL, TTOU
ouvepyalovtal aprokepdwg pe tnv Cochrane Collabora-
tion €xouv CUVEICPEPEL CNUAVTIKA TTIPOG TNV KateuBbuvon
auth, Sie€dyovTtag ouvexwe aBPOIOTIKEG UETA-AVAAUCELG KAl

SnuooigvovTag Ta avtiotolxa amoTeAéopata.”>”” TENOG, n
Cochrane Collaboration mpoogépel Swpedv oTNV NAeKTPO-
vikil TN Sievbuvon (www.cochrane.org) tn Suvatotnta
EPAPMOYNG EVOG OTATIOTIKOU TTakéTou (RevMan) yia tnv
TIpayuatormoinon, e armA\oUoTEPO Kal YPNYOPOTEPO TPOTIO,
MIOG CUCTNUATIKAG AVACKOTTNONG KAl HETA-AVAAUONG.

ABSTRACT

Systematic review and meta-analysis
P. GALANIS
Center for Health Services, Management and Evaluation, Department of Nursing, University of Athens,

Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2009, 26(6):826—841

Systematic review and meta-analysis should be considered as two different interdependent procedures that aim to

calculate a summary effect indicating the relationship between the determinant under study and the outcome. The

basis of a systematic review is a comprehensive literature review to identify all the similar and relevant studies that

satisfy a pre-defined set of inclusion and exclusion criteria. The basic steps in a systematic review include (a) a clear

statement of the scientific hypothesis to be tested, (b) a clearly defined statement of inclusion and exclusion criteria

for admission of studies into the review, and (c) a methodology for locating studies that should be included in the

meta-analysis. The end result of a systematic review is a list of studies each of which provides a weighted value for

the calculation of the summary result. Meta-analysis is the mathematical process of combining the separate studies

that have been chosen in the systematic review to produce one overall study and to calculate a summary effect. For
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example, if there are three separate studies, with 30, 50 and 100 participants, respectively, their combination would

generate a total study with 180 participants. The assumption of the meta-analysis is that this combined study will

provide a more reliable and precise overall result than any of the smaller individual studies. The basic steps in a me-

ta-analysis include (a) estimation of publication bias, (b) estimation of heterogeneity among the studies, and (c) a

mathematical process to combine the results of the separate studies. Estimation of publication bias is achieved with

the funnel plot, the rank correlation coefficient (Kendall’s or Spearman’s) or the sensitivity analysis. L' Abbé plot and

DerSimonian-Laird’s Q test are used to estimate the heterogeneity among studies. The combined result of the me-

ta-analysis and the results of the individual studies are displayed graphically using the forest plot. Systematic review

and meta-analysis offer the best choice for researchers in making rational decisions about public health issues.

Key words: Fixed-effects model, Meta-analysis, Publication bias, Random-effects model, Systematic review
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