EPEYNHTIKH EPTAZIA
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0 pOAOC TWV KAAMEPYEIWV AiHATOC
OTNV APXIKI) AVTIHETWITION a00EvWY
ME TIVEVHOVIa TG KOWVOTNTAC

YKOMOZ OtkaMAiépyeleg aiparog (KA) OwpoUvTal TPaKTIKK pOUTIiVAG KATA TOV
APXIKO £pYyaoTNPLAKO ENeyx0 O€ a0Oeveic pe mveupovia Tng kowvotntag (MK).
MapdAa autd, TPOCPATEG MENETEC AUPIOBNTOUV TN YEVIKEUON TNG MPAKTIKAG
avTi o€ 6Aoug Toug acBeveig pe MK. Ztnv mapovoa pehétn SiepeuviOnKe To
OpameuTIKO OQENOC TNC TTPAKTIKAG AUTAC KATA TNV el0aywyn aofevwv pe NK
010 voookopeio. Emiong, e§etdotnke n oucxétion tne Baktnpiagiog pe tn Ba-
PUTNTA TNG VOGOV Kat [E £va ovTéNo TpoBAednc Kivéuvou yia Baktnplatpia.
YAIKO-ME@OAOX. E€etdotnkav avadpouikd ta apxeia 268 acBevwv pe MK,
oToug omoioug gixav AngOsi KA (agpdBiec/avagpdfieg x2). ANOTEAEZMATA
Yuvohikd, eENj@Onoav 564 KA kat 41 acBeveic (15,3%) gixav TovAdyiotov pia
0etikn KA. Avapeoa o€ autoug, emBefaiwdnkav 9 (3,4%) alnOeic faktnpiat-
piec. X& 3 (1,1%) mepMTWOEIG amopovwOnKav ateAéxn mov dev KaAUmTovtav
Amo TNV EUMEIPIKN AywYn, EVW O€ 6 MEPIMTWOELS £yIVE aAlayn avTiBIoTIKoU
o€ AAMo e oTEVOTEPO PAcua avaloya e Tig KA. O1 9 BakTtnplatpieg evromi-
otnkav o€ acBevei¢ pe nAikia >65 étn (P=0,01) kat ot 7 anod 11¢ 9 cuvéPnoav
og acBeveig pe oofapn vooo (tafivopnon katd Pneumonia Severity Index
katnyopieg IV katV, P=0,03). & avdAuaon cuxvotntag faktnplaipiag avaioya
HE TN cuvvoonPoTNTA (Cakxapwdng d1apnTng cupPoPNTIKN KAPSIOKN ave-
TIAPKELQ, XPOVia VEQPIKH AVETIAPKELQ, XPOVia NTIATIKN VOGOE KOl VEOTTAAGIEC)
Sev BpéObnkav oTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKEG Sla@opég mMBavov AGyw Tou pIKpoL
Seiyparog. Emiong, 6ev ummipxav 0TaTIOTIKA CNUAVTIKESG SLaPOPEG TN OUXVO-
™NTa TG BakTnplaipiag avaloya pe TNV Katatagn, cUUPWVA PE TO HOVTENO
mpoBAePn¢ Kivéuvou yia Baktnplaipia. XYMMEPAZMATA Tupnepaouatikd,
ol KA ouvelo@épouv oTn OEpAMEVTIKN) AVTIMETWITION CUYKEKPILEVWY MOVO
aoBevwv pe 181aiTEPA XOPAKTNPLOTIKA Kal au§nuévo Kivouvo yia apvnTikni
ékBaon. Ta amoteAéopata autd §ev ouvnyYopPOoUV UMEP TNG YEVIKEUMEVNG
xpnon¢ twv KA og acBeveig pe MNK.
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H nveupovia ané v kowotnta (NK) mapapével ouxvn
artia voonpotntag Kal Bvntoétntag oTig SUTIKEG KOIVWVIEG.
Ztnv avtipetwmon tng NK epappolovtal kateuBuvthpleg
odnyieg mMou oToxeVouV OTN BEATIOTN TTAPOXH UTTNPECIWV
ano MAeupAg MoldTNTAC Kal KOoToud. ' To 1997, ot Fine et
al Siapdppwoav kat agloAdéynoav éva deiktn cofapdTnTag
nveupoviag (Pneumonia Severity Index, PSI) yia tn Slaotpw-
pdtwon acBevwy, avdloya pe tov Kivéuvo.” AkoAoubn
a&lohoynon tou Seiktn autoL €8€1§e OTL n Xpnolpomnoinon
TOU UrmopoUoe va 08NyNOoEl O ACPAAN HEiwoN Tou aplBpov
TWV VOOOKOUEIOKWY EICAYWYWV.5”

Mapadootakd, ot KaAEpyeleG aipatog (KA) Aappdvovtal
o€ OAou¢ Toug aoBeveig pe MK, pohovdTt n avaykaldtnta

AUTAG TNG TIPAKTIKAG €XEl ap@loPBntnOei’® evw vedtepeg
odnyieg cuvioTouv emAeKTIKN Xprion tTwv KA og acBeveiq
pe MK O Segiktng PSI €xel xpnotpomotnBei yia tnv mpo-
BAeyn tng mOavéTNTag Paktnplaidiag oe acBeveic pe
MK.2? Emiong, ot Metersky et al mpdteivav éva SiayvwoTtikd
povTéNo TTPpOPBAeYNG KivSUvou yia BakTnplalpio oe aoOeveiq
pe MK, xpnOolHoToIwvVTaG amAéG KAIVIKEG TTAPAUETPOUG.”
>tnv EANGSq, gival kowvry pakTikn N AqYn &vo {euywv
KA (agpodfla-avagpofla o kdBe {evyog) mptlv amd tnv
évapén TG avTiflOTIKAG AywynG. ZTNV Mapolod PENETN
MEAETAONKE avadPOUIKA N ATTOTEAECHATIKOTNTA AUTHE TNG
TIPOKTIKAG OO0V a@opd oTnV emMidpact TG yla TNV €mAo-
yri avtiBlotikwv. Emiong, pehetnOnke gav n Baxktnplapia
ouoxeTiCetal pe ™ coBapodtnta Tng MK —cluPwva Pe To
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PSPP- kaBw¢ kat n mpoPAentikny aia Tou SlayvwoTikou
povtélou TIPS PRAEYNG Kivduvou yia Baktnplaipia (CUpEwva
pe toug Metersky et al™).

YAIKO KAl MEOOAOX

Avadpouikd, HEAETABNKAV Ol @AKENOL TwV ACOEVWV TTOU
ewonxdnoav otn B’ MaBoloyikny KAk Tou «Bevi(éAelou»
Noookopugiou HpakAgiov oe mepiodo 24 pnvwv, amd 1.1.2005.
Ta kpitipla didyvwong MK Atav n vmapén eupnudtwv Aoipwéng
KATWTEPOU AVATIVEUOTIKOU KAl N AVEVPECH VEWV AKTIVOYPAPIKWYV
gupnuATwv og aoBeveic Tou Sev gixav voonAeuTei yla omolovdrimote
Aoyo Tig mponyoUpeveg 3 eBSoudadeq. Ta Kpitripla amokAEIopoU Ttav
n xPrion avtiBLOTIKWY TIG TPONYOUUEVEG 8 £BS0UASEG, N pn AnYn
Suo (euywv Tptv amd TNV évapén avtiBIoTIKWY, N Aoipwén amo HIV, n
XPovia ArjPn KOPTIKOGTEPOEISWV I} OVOCOKATACTAATIKWY (PAPUAKWY,
TO LOTOPIKO OTIANVEKTOUNG, N Slapovr) o€ o0Téyn NAIKIWUEVWY Kal
n EANEWPN ETTAPKWV OTOIXEIWV ATTO TOUG PAKEAOUG TWV A0OEVWV.
‘Eyive kataypa@r Twv SnNUOYPAPIKWV OTOIXKEIWV TwV aoOeVwY, TwvV
CUUTTTWHATWY KAl TWV ONUEIWV amod TNV avTIKEIUEVIK €€€Taon,
TWV EPYACTNPIOKWY EVPNUATWY, TWV cLVOSWV TTABACEWY, TNG
Bepaneiag kat Tng TeENKNG ékBaong. H apxikn Oeparneia mepieAapBave
Ke@aloomopivn SeUTEPNG YEVIAG Kal HAKPOAISN.

H Siadikacia AnYng KA oto voookoueio pag mepleAduave t
AWn Svo (evywv (agpofia/avagpdPia) amod EeXwWPIOTEG AUOANWIEG.
Ta vAikd enwdlovtav otoug 37 °C pe 1o cvotnua BacT/ALERT
(bioMérieux) €w¢ 7 NuéPEG. H TauTomoinon TwV UIKPOOPYAVICHWY
YIVOTAV HE UIKPOPLOAOYIKEG HEBOSOUC pouTivag Kal To cUCTNUA
API/ID32 (bioMérieux). Ot evaloOnoieg Sokipdalovtav pe tn péBodo
Siokou Sidxuong cupPwva pe ta pdtuma CLSI™?

Ta amoTteAéCHATA TWV KAANEPYEIWV BEWPOUVTAV WG «EMUOAUVON»
€4V Ta KOANLEpYOUEVA UIKPOBLa Sev paivovTav va cuoxetifovTal
UE TO KAWVIKO oUVSpopo amod Tnv opdda tou unevBuvou maboldyou
1aTPOU Kal pikpoBloAdyou. KaBe acBevrig Tagivounbnke avaloya
Ue To Sgiktn ooPapotntag mveupoviag (PSI) (otddia I-V) copewva
e toug Fine et al® kat To povtélo mMPSRAeYNng Kivduvou yia
Baktnplapia (tpia enimeda) cvpPwva pe Toug Metersky et al.”’
Ot Metersky et al, apo0 perétnoav 13.043 acbeveic otig HMNA
(Medicare) pue voonAeia AOyw TIVEUOVIAG TNG KOWVOTNTAG, EVTOTTIICAV
TIPOYVWOTIKOUG TTAPAYOVTEG Yia Baktnptaipia. Ot mapdyovTeg
autoi TeplENdUBavav TNV MPoNYoUUEVN XProN avTIBIOTIKWY,
TNV mapoucia Nmatikig voéoou, tnv vmapén empPdpuvong os
Tpia {WTIKA onueia —CUCTOAIKN APTNPEIAKA TIiEoN, Beppokpacia
Kal O@UEEIG— Kal TTOBOAOYIKWV TIUWV OF TPEIS EPYACTNPIOKES
mapauétpoug (oupia, Na kat Aeukd aipoo@aipta). Avaloya pe
TNV UMAPEN AUTWV TWV TIPOYVWOTIKWV TTAPAYOVTWY, Ol a0OeVEi
Katatdyxonkav w¢ VYNAAG, HETPLAG R XaUNARG mBavotntag yia
Baktnplaipia. AkoAoUBwWC, TPOTABNKE éva povtéNo urmofondnong
AMWYNn¢ andégaong (decision support tool) yia Arjpn dvo 1 piag Ry
Kapdg AK og uPnAn, L€Tpla ) xapnAn mbavotnta Baktnelawuiag. H
a&loAdynon autoL Tou povtélou €8etée 6T n Xxprion Tou odriynoe
o€ 38% Ayodtepeg AYelg KA o oxéon e Tn ouvriOn TTPAKTIKK, EVW
eVTOTTOTNKE TO 89% Twv aoBevwv pe Baktnplapia. Ot aoBeveic
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mou aviikav ota otddia PSI |-l amotéhecav Tnv opdda xapuniouv
kivdUvou BvntdtnTag, EVWw gKeivol Mou avrikav ota otdadia IV kat
V anotéAecav Tnv opdda uPnAou kivdivou Bvntotntag.’ Kabdtt
n NAKia gival 0 amo@aAcIoTIKOTEPOG TTAPAYovVTag oTtadlomoinong
oto ovotnua PSI, n emidpaon tng nAikiag pehetribnke ave§dptnta.
O1 ouxvoTnTEG TNG BakTnplatpiog HETA&U NAIKIOKWY OpAdwv Kal
avaloya HE TIG CUUTTAPOUAPTOUCEG VOOOUG CUYKPIONKav PE Tn
Sokipaoia x2. Q¢ emimedo OTATIOTIKAG ONUAVTIKOTNTAG OPIOTNKE
1o P<0,05.

ANOTEAEZMATA

A6 Toug 505 acBeveic Tou voonAevuTtnkav pe moavn
Aoipwén KATWTEPOU AVATIVELOTIKOU, 01 268 (56,7% AvOPEQ)
TAnpovcav Ta Kpithpla évtaéng otn peAétn. H péon
nAia ATav 6523 £tn. To 61% Twv AcOeVWV TNG PEAETNG
Atav nAKiag >65 €TwWV. ZUVOAIKA, 564 KA eAnn@bnoav
amnd Toug acBeveic mpv and tnv évapén Tng avtiBIoTIKAG
aywyng. e 41 aoBeveig (15,3%) BpéOnke TOUAAXIOTOV
pia Btk KA. Ze 32 amd autolg (5,7% Twv CUVOANIKWV
KA), ol KaAIEPYOUUEVOL UIKPOOPYaVIoHOoi BewpnBnkav
WG EMPOAUVOELG. ZTOUG uTTOAoUToug 9 aoBeveic (3,4%) Ue
OeTikég KA, Ta aveupebévta pikpofia itav cupBatd pe tnv
KAWVIKE €l1kéva Kal OswprBnkav w¢ aAnbeic Baktnplatuied.
Moévo og 3 acBeveic (1,1%) n epmelpikry aywyn amodeixOnke
QVETTAPKNAG Kal UETAPARONKe petd amd T SoKipaoieg
gvalodnoiag (miv. 1).

Ot 7 amd toug 9 aoBeveig (78%) pe TautomoinBeioca
Baktnplapia avrikav ota otadia IV kau V (katd PSI), yeyovog
mou Seixvel au€nuévn cuxvotnta BakTnplaipiog o acOeveiq
ME ueyaAUTepN BapUtnTa vOoOoU Og OXEoN HE TOUG A0OEVEiC
otadiwv I-1l (P=0,03, odds ratio: 4,7, 95% Cl: 1-23,2) (miv.
1). ‘OAeg o1 aAnBeic Baktnplalpie BpéOnkav o acOeveic
nAiag >65 eTwv —og 9 amd 163 mepMTWOoEIG— évavTl 0 anmd
105 mepMTWOoEelg o€ aoBeveic NAikiag <65 etwv (P=0,01).
e avdAuon ouxvotntag Paktnplalgiag avaioya pe tn
ouvvoonpotnta (cakxapwdng Saprtng CLPEOPNTIKA
KapOIOKH AVETTAPKELQ, XPOVia VEQPIKH AVETTAPKELQ, Xpovia
NMatiky vooog Kal veomAaoieg) dev Ppébnkav oTaTioTIKA
ONUAVTIKEG S1aPOopPEC, MOAVOV AOyw TOU HIKPOU Seiypatog.
Emiong, 6gv unpxav OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKEG SlA@OPEG OTN
ouxvoTNTA TNG BakTnPlaltiag cuPPWvaA Pe TNV Katdtaén,
avaloya HE To HovTéNo TIPORAeYNS Kivduvou (uPpnAoy,
HETPIOU Kal xapnAov) yia Baktnplatpia.

O Streptococcus pneumoniae (4/9 TIEPIMTWOELG) ATAV O
OUXVOTEPA TAUTOTIOIOUHEVOG UIKPOOPYAVIOUOG O aANnBEiq
Baktnplaipiec. Ta vmdlouma pikpdfRla ntav n Klebsiella
pneumoniae (2 TTEPIMTTWOELG), O Staphylococcus aureus (2
TIEPIMTWOELG) KAl N Pseudomonas aeruginosa (1 mepimtwon).
Ol apvntikoi oTnv KoaykouAdon Staphylococci anmotehovoav
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E. OANAZZINOZ kat ouv

MNivakag 1. Zuxvotnta BETIKWY AlHOKANNEPYEIWV KAl aAnBwv BakTnplaipiwv og 268 aoBeveiG Tou VOONAEUTNKAV LIE TIVEUHMOVIA TNG KOIVOTNTAG.

AcBeveic O¢tikéc KA AAnBsic Baktnpratpieg OepamevuTikéG aAAayéc avaloya pe KA
(%) (%) (%) (%)
268 41(15,3) 9(34) 3(1,1)
HAwiakrj ouada
<65 eTWV 105 (39,2) 16 0 0
>65 TV 163 (60,8) 25 9 (5,5)* 3(1,8)
21610 PSI***
111 151 (56,3) 19(12,6) 2(1,3) 0
V-V 117 (43,7) 22(18,8) 7 (6,0)** 3(2,6)
Kivduvog Baktnpraipiag
XapnA6e 27 (10) 8(29,6) 2(7,4) 0
Métplog 122 (45,5) 19(15,6) 4(3,3) 0
YYnASG 119 (44,5) 14(11,8) 3(2,5) 3(2,5)

KA: KaA\iépyeta aipatog, PSI: Pneumonia Severity Index

*P=0,01, **P=0,03, ***PS| otadia I-ll: XaunAdg kivéuvog Bvntotntag, otadia IV-V: YPnAdg kivéuvog Bvntotntag

TIG TIIO OUXVEG EMPOAUVOELS (31/32 TTEPIMTWOELG). € 3
Baktnplatuikol acOeveic TpomomoinOnkKe To AvTIBIOTIKO,
eneldn To APXIKO OXNHaA SeV KANUTITE TO TAUTOTTIOIOUEVO
HIKPOBL10. ZToug uTTOAOLTTOUG 6 BAKTNPELALUIKOUG aoOEeVEiQ
xopnyrnonke avtiBloTiké HE TTIO OTEVO AVTIUIKPOBIOKO pAcUa
avdloya pe Tn Sokipacia evaieOnoiag. ZuvoAikd, 9 acBeveig
HeTa@EPONKAV OTn Hovada eviatikig Bepamneiag Aoyw
eméeiviwong TNG KAIVIKAG KATAOTAONG/AvVAYKNG UNXAVIKOU
agplopoU Kal 6 aoBeveic amePiwoav. ONol o1 amoPBoavTeg
aoBeveiq gixav apvnTIKEG KAAIEPYELEG.

ZYZHTHZH

3TNV mapovoa UEAETN, Ppebnke 611 o 268 aoBeveic
1ou voonAeuTtnkav Aéyw lMK evromiotnkav 9 (3,4%) Baktn-
plauieg, kat wg ouvéneia vmmp&av aAlayég avtiBloTikou
oxnpatog o€ 3 (1,1%) mePMTWOoEL —AOyw 00TOYXiaG TOU
APXIKOU EUTTEIPIKOU OXAMATOG— KAl TPOTIOToinon Tpoqg
OTeVOTEPO OgparnmeuTikd PACA O€ 6 (2,2%) TEPIMTWOELG. H
avagepOUeVN cuxvoTNTA BaKTNPLALMIOG 08 VOONAEUOEVOUG
aoBeveig pe MK gival xapnAn (4-10%). Ta suprjpata anod
autr] TN PEAETN ouVNYOPOUV UTIEP TNG Armoyng TTOU Ap@L-
ofntei T xpnowotnta Twv KA poutivag otn Siaxeipion
voonAevopévwy acBevwv pe MKEP2716 AvtiBeta, mpémel
va Yivel TPooTdOegla eVTOMOMOU TwV acBevv ol omoiol
Oa umopovcav va weeAnBolv amd Ta ATTOTEAECATA TWV
Oetikwv KA.

H avelpeon Baktnplapiag otnv mapovoa YeAETn Sev
BpéBnke va cuoxetiCetal pe tnv katdta&n oe vypnlou,
HETPIOU Kal xapnAol kivduvou BvntdtnTag cuPPWvA PE

TIPONYOUMEVO TIPOTEIVOUEVO CUCTNUA KATATAENG KIvEUVou
Twv Metersky et al,’” mBavév Aoyw HikpoU peyéBoug Tou
Seiypatog. Avtifeta, Stamotwbnke 61t ot aAnBeic Baktn-
plalpieg evromiotnkav o€ aoBeveic NAKiag >65 €TWV Kat n
MEYAAN TAEloPN®ia Twv BakTnplalplwy Bpédbnke og acOe-
veic pe PSI otadiwv IV kat V. ©Oa pumopouce va mpotabei 6Tt
ETT{ TTAPOUVGCIAG CUYKEKPIPEVWY CUVONKWVY —EYAAN nAiKia,
HEYAANG BaputnTag mvevpovia— pumopei va SikatohoynOsi
n Xxwpic evéolaopo amdgacn yia A\nyn KA.

Emiong, otnv mapouoa peAETn StamoTtwOnKe HeyAAn
ouxvotnTa emMuoAUvVoswv oTiG KA (5,7%). Mepikd, auto
propei va e€nynBei amd 1o yeyovdg 0Tt oe mToANoUG acOeveig
ol KA eA\npbnoav oTto TUAMA ETTELYOVTWY TTEPIOTATIKWY,
4mou ol cuVBKeg KATAAANANG avtionyiag Sev gival mavta
1davikég kal ol S1adikaoieg epappoyng Twv odnylwv yia
MU KA dev tnpouvtal mrpwg AOyw XPOVIKNAG mieonc.”
€ CUM@WVIA PE TA TTAPATIAVW, TIPONYOUUEVEG MENETEC
éxouv Oeifel meploplopévo d@elog and tn Awn KA oe
TUAMA EMEYOVTWY TIEPIOTATIKWY Ot aoBeveic pe MK.'6'8
AVOAUTIKOTEPQ, PAVNKE OTI Ol EMPOAUVOEIC TAV TTOAU
TIEPIOOOTEPEG Ao TIG aAnBeig Baktnplalpieg (32 évavt 9,
avtiotolxa). Emiong, Ta otoixeia autd evioxVouv Tnv armoyn
™G Hewpévng aiag tng yevikeupévng xpnong KA otnv
apxikn @aon ektipnong tng MK.

O1 KUPIOL TIEPIOPIOHOI TNG CUYKEKPIUEVNG LEAETNG €ival O
avadpouIKkOG XaPAKTAPAG KAl O OXETIKA HIKPOG aplOuOG Tou
Seiypatog. Ot aoBeveic yia toug omoioug ot KA amotehouv
amapaitnTn Stadikacia, OMwWE Ol AVOCOKATACTOAUEVOL,
ol onm\nvektounBévteg, ol aoBeveic pe HIV-hoipwén, dev
oupTEPLEANPONCAV oTn HeENETN. EmmA€ov, amokAgioTnkav
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aoBeveic otoug omoioug Sev eArieBnoav KA katd tnv elocaywyn
TouG. H amé@aon yia tn pn Ayn KA ocuxvd epapuodletal
otav untdpxel XapnAn urmoyia Baktnplaltiac®’s kat wg ek
TOUTOU OTNV TAPOUCA HEAETN UITOPE( VA UTTEPEKTIMAONKE N
xpnowotnta twv KA og auth Tnv opdda acBevwv. Arid 6co
gival Suvatov va yvwpiCou e, N CUYKEKPIUEVN LENETN gival
arno TIG EAAXIOTEG OTO AVTIKEIUEVO AUTO OTN VOTIOAVATOAIKH
Eupwmn. Ta amoteAéopatd pag eubuypappifovrtal e ekeiva
ANwV peleTwv anod tn SuTtikny Eupwrn kat tnv Auepikn,’
OTTOU @AIVETAL TO TIEPIOPIOUEVO OPENOG TNG YEVIKEUUEVNG
MyYn¢ KA og aocBeveig pe MK.2376 31i¢ TeEAeuTaieg apePIKa-
VIKEG? obnyieg avtipetwmmong MK cuviotatat n Ayn KA
amnd CUYKEKPIMEVEC KATNYopieg acBevwv Tou Ba voonheu-
ToUV Aoyw MK (11.X. oudeTepOTEVIKOI, OTTANVEKTOUNOEVTEG,
aAkooAIKoi, aoBeveig mou xprilouv voonAeiog og povadeq
EVTATIKNG Bepamneiag KAL) Kal culNnTEiTal WG TTPOAIPETIKA
n AqYn KA amé toug umtdotmoug voonAeuBévteg aoBeveic.
H oVotaon autry xapaktnpiletalr and Toug idloug Toug
OUYYPAPEIG TWV 0ONYIWV WG HETPLAG EMOTNUOVIKNG IOXVUOG
(moderate recommendation). Ouoiwg, oTIg TTPOCPATEG
eNNVIKEG (KEEATINO) oxeTIkEG 0dnyieg cuvioTatal n Ayn
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Svo Ceuywv KA —mrpv amd tn xopriynon avtiBloTiKwv— o€
6\ou¢ Toug acBeveic mou Ba voonAeutolV Aoyw coBapng
MK (optlopevng BACEL CUYKEKPIUEVWY KPITNPIWV), XWPIg
va mapatiBevtal mAnpo@opieg yia 1o Babud 1oxvog NG
oluoTtaong auTiG.

JUMTTEPACUATIKE, TTapoAo mou ol KA amotelouv éva
KOOlEpWUEVO €pYalgio eMONUIONOYIKAG EMITAPNONG Kal
avOekTikoTNTAG TTaBoyodvwyv otnv MK,?° @aivetal 6t1 €xouv
MIKPr CUVEICQOPA OTNV KABNUEPIVH KAWVIKA QVTIUETWTTI-
on poutivag og acBeveig pe MK. Ot KA Aappdavovtal oxt
w¢ Bondntikd SlayvwoTikd Kpithplo yia tnv MK, aAAa
ME OTOXO TNV MPpooTdbela Tautonoinong Tou maboydévou
MIKPOOPYAVIOMOU. ZUUPWVA HE TA AMTOTEAECUATA HAG, O
OTOXOG AUTOG EMTUYXAVETAL HOVO O TIOAU KPS aplOuod
aoBevwv pe vPNAS Kivouvo BvnTodTNTAG, Ol OTTOIOL UTTOPOUV
Va EVTOTTIOTOUV artd TO IOTOPLKO KAl TN QUOIKN e€€taon. Emi
amouciag avoookataoToArig, ot KA prmopouv va Bonbricouv
o€ nAKIwPEvoug aoBeveig 1 og Bapéwg maoyxovTteg aoOe-
veig pe NK. Aedopévou Tou avadpokoU Xapaktripa TG
OUYKEKPLUEVNG UEAETNG, Oswpeital oNUAVTIKA N MTENECN
TIPOOTTTIKWV HEAETWV Yla eMPERaiwon Twv eVpNUATWV.
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Blood culture in the initial work-up of community-acquired pneumonia
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OBJECTIVE Blood culture (BC) is considered part of the initial laboratory examination of hospitalized patients with
community-acquired pneumonia (CAP), although recent studies have challenged the necessity of such practice. A
retrospective exploration was made of the contribution of blood culture to the management of CAP, the correla-
tion of bacteremia with disease severity, and the predicted bacteremia risk. METHOD The records were examined
of 268 patients who were admitted with CAP and had blood drawn for culture (aerobic—anaerobic x2) before antibi-
otics were given. RESULTS A total of 564 blood samples were cultured. Forty-one patients (15.3%) had at least one
positive blood culture, of which 9 (3.4%) were true bacteremia. A blood culture isolate not covered by the empiri-
cal antibiotic therapy was identified in 3 cases (1.1%), while in 6 cases the antibiotic spectrum was narrowed follow-
ing the blood culture results. All 9 significant cases of bacteremia occurred in patients aged >65 years (P=0.01) and
7 of the 9 occurred among severely diseased patients (PSI classes IV and V; P=0.03). For the comorbidities examined
(diabetes mellitus, congestive heart failure, chronic renal failure, chronic liver disease and neoplasia) no statistically
significant difference in bacteremia prevalence was found, apparently due to the small sample size. There were no
significant differences in the incidence of bacteremia according to the decision support model for predicting bac-
teremia. CONCLUSIONS Blood culture contributes to the management of CAP in a small number of patients with
identifiable characteristics and increased risk for adverse outcome, but its indiscriminate use during the work-up of
CAP cannot be advocated.
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