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0 poAog TG YKpEAivnG
oTNV opotdoTacn TG yAuko{ng

H ykpehivn, évampdo@ata avayvwplopévo aKUAIwHEVO TTENTIO0 28 apvo&é-
wv, anmoteAei éva evboyevéG HOpLo GUVEEONG YIA TOV UTTOSOXED TWV EKKPITIKWV
avaAdywv TnG avénTiKinG oppdvng unétumou 1a (GHS-R1a). H ykpehivn givau
TEPIOGATEPO YVWOTH YIa TIC UMTOBANAIKEG TNG SPATELG OTOUC VEUPWVEG TTOU
EKKPIVOUV TNV OpHOVN €KKPIONG TNG Au§NTIKAG opuovng (GHRH) kat otoug
VEUPWVEG TOUG OXETI{OMEVOUG PE TO vEupomEeNTiSio Y Kat To agouti-related
nentidlo. EmmAéov, evw n yKpeAivn ennpeadel S1dgopa cuotipata kat dpa
o€ molkila dpyava, mpdc@ata HOVO avayvwpeioTNKE N TOAUTTAOKOTNTA TWV
AelTovpylwv TnG ota BnAaocTika Kal 1dlaitepa otov avBpwmo. H ykpehivn
TaPAYETAl KUPIWG OTO OTOpAX0, AAAd EKKpiveTal GE XapNAOTEPa emimeda
otov urroBdalapo Kat o€ TOANOUG AANOUG TTEPLPEPIKOUG 10TOUG. H yKpehivn
PLOUIel TNV MPOCANYN TPOPHG Kal KATA CUVETELD TO CWHATIKO BAPOC, EVW
o unodoxéag GHS-R1a, mou ek@ppaletal o€ xapnAd emineda otov eyké@alo,
niepAappavovrag Kat Toug umoOaAAHIKOUG VEUPWVES, (PAIVETAL VO GUUHETEXEL
oTn pUOUIoN TS ARYNG TPOPNG KAl TwV emMmEéSwV TG YAUKOING. H apoifaia
oxéon aA\nAe§dptnong mou umdapxel petadd ykpeAivng Kat ivooulivng @a-
VEPWVEL OTL N YKPEAiIVN HETEXEL €Miong oTn PUOMION TNG OpOIOGTAGNG TG
YAUKO{NG. ATTOKOTIH) TOU HOPIOU TNG YKPENIVNG E UINXAVIOMOUG HETANNAENG OE
movTiKia av§noe TV MPoKAAOUHEVN amod Tn YAUKO(N €KKPLoN IVOOUAIVNG Kat
BeAtiwoe TNV IVOOULAVIKN EualoBnGia oToug MEPIPEPIKOUG 1I0TOUG. EmumAéov,
TIPOOPATEG EPYATIEC UTOSEIKVUOUV TN CUHUETOX TWV PNXAVICHWY Spdong
NG YKPeAivng oto petafoliko cuvdpopo. Emopévwc, n ykpehivn kat o umodo-
Xéag tn¢ amoteAouv évav mBavo Kat ToANA UTTOCXOUEVO GTOXO0 Spdong yla tTnv
avantuén vEwv Qappakwyv OXETIKA Pe Tn Oeparneia Ttou Staitn. Mapdyovteg
oV S€0EVOLVV TO GUGTNHA GUVEEGNG-HETAPOPAG CAUATOG TNG YKPEAIVNG
anotelovv emiong mbava popla-otéxoue. H avackénnon avth eotidletal oo
V€O avaduOHEVO pONO TNG YKPENIVNG TNV O0100TAGH TNG YAUKOTNG KOl 0TV
€KKpIoN TNG IVoOoUAivnG, avalntwvtag éva véo mOavo OepameuTiké oToxo yla
T0 cakyapwdn dtaPitn, yeyovog mou Ba odnynoel 0T peiwon Twv uPnAwv
TOCOCTWV Voo paTtNTaG Kat OvnoipudtnTag ota cakyxapodiapntikd dropa.
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1. EIZATQrH

To AgkéuPplo tou 1999, ot Kojima et al avépepav yia
TPWTN QOPA TNV EVTOTIION, OTO OTOMAXO EMUUWYV, £VOG
evboyevoug mapdyovta ouleuéng yia tov urmodoxéa Twv
EKKPITIKWV avaldywV TNG auénTIKAG OppovNG UTTOTUTIOU-
1a (GHS-R1a), mou mpokalei otov AvBpwTio TNV €KKplon
avéNTIKARG oppdvNG amod tnv unoguon.’ Ewg ToTe, ol emotn-
poveg yvwpilav Tnv uUmap&n MoAAWY evdoyevwy TTEMTISIWV
(pUOIKWV KAl CUVOETIKWV) TTOU TIPOKAAOUCAV EKAEKTIKA TNV
€KKplon auénTIKAC OppovNnG amod tnv untdguon (ovoudlo-
vtav growth hormone secretagogues, GHSs) pe pnxaviopo
Spdon¢ Siagopetikd amd autév tng GHRH.

MpwTot ot Bowers kat Momany, to 1976, otnv mpooTd-
Bg1d Toug va avantu&ouv MEPICCOTEPO LIoXUPA KAl AlYOTEPO
€010TIKA VAPKWTIKA AVOAYNTIKG, MEAETWVTACG OUVOETIKA
avAloya TwV PETEYKEPAANIVWYV TTapatpnoav OTL oplopéva
véa OUVOETIKA ommoeldikd mapdywya gpgdavifav acBevn
eKKpPITIKA Spdon auvénTikA¢ oppovnc?* H mapatripnon
auTtr 08riynoe oTNV MapaAywyr TWV EKKPITIKWY AVOAOYwWV
™G avénTikig opuoévng (GHSs), pe mpwto 1o menTidlo-6
aneAevBépwong avéntikng opuovng (GHRP-6) kal akoAou-
Ow¢ twv GHRP-2, GHRP-1, tn¢ e€apehivng (hexarelin), Tng
nnapopeAivng (ipamoreline) kat peténerta, 1o 1993, TwWV Un
TEMTISIKWY avaloywv L-692, 429, MK-0677 kat NN703.>6
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To 1996 éywve anmd Toug Smith et al” o mpoodiopiopdg
€vOG €101koU G-TIPWTEIVIKOU GUleUKTIKOU urtodoxéa, 6TTou
ouvééovtav popla ta ormoia Mpokalovoav TNV €KKPLlon
avénTtikng opudvng [growth hormone secretagogues re-
ceptor (GHS-R)], kat Aiyo apyotepa, to 1999, akoAovbnoe
n avakaiupn tou evdoyevoug popiou oculevéng yia Tov
urtoSoxéa auTtdv, TO OToio OVOPAOoTNKE YKpeAivn."® To
évoua «yKpeAivn» (ghrelin) mporiABe amnoé tnv mpwTto-vdo-
gupwmnaiki AéEn «ykpe» (“ghre”), mou onuaivel avantuén,
Kat «pehivn» (“relin”), pa kat dpdon NG €ival n €kkpilon
avénTikng oppdvng (“release”).

H avakdAupn tng ykpeAivng amotelei éva mapddelypa
aAvVACTPOPNG papuakoAoyiag (reverse pharmacology), epdcov
amo TA CUVOETIKA EKKPITIKA avdloya GHSs odnynOrkape
oTNV avakdAuyn Tou @uatkol urodoxéa TnG YKPEAivNg
(GHS-R) kal TEAIKA TNV avakAAUYPN TOU pUCIKOU TTapdyovta
oLleuéng, TNG YKPEAivNg.2?

Katd tn Sidpketa tng meptdédou 1990-1993 gpeuvnOnKe
O HNXaVIopOG Spdong Twv GHSs. MapdAo mou n ameleu-
Bépwon avénTikng oppovng (GH) and tnv unmdeuon nTav
YVWOTO OTL evepyomoleital amd tnv unmoBaiauikry GHRH,
ol epeuvnTég Bewpnoav 6T e§wyevwg xopnyovupeva GHSs
UITopPEi va TIPOKAAECOUV EKKPION ALENTIKAG OPUOVNG HECW
dM\ou umrodoyéa kat Siapopetikng odou. H opudvn are-
AeuBépwong avéntikng oppodvng (GHRH), dpwvtag otov
GHRH-umodoyéa, au§Aavel Tnv evOOKUTTAPIKK] KUKAIKT HO-
VoQWopoplKn adevoaoivn (cAMP), n omoia pa w¢ SeUtepog
ayyeAloopog. AvtiOeTa, n YKPEAiVN Kal Ta EKKPITIKA avd-
Aoya NG auénTIKAG opuovng (GHSs) Spouv og SlaPopeTikd
unodoxéa av€avovtag TV eVOOKUTTAPIO CUYKEVTPWOT) TOU
aoPeotiov (Ca?*) péow TG 1,4,5-TPIPWOPOPIKAG IVOCITOANG,
n omoia dpa w¢ onua HeETaywyne.”’

2. AOMHTOY MOPIOY THZ TKPEAINHZ

KAITOY GHS-R1A YINIOAOXEA
H ykpeAivn gival éva mentidlo amoteholpevo amd 28
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010 N-TEAIKO AKPO TOU TPITOU APIVOEEDG KAL, CUYKEKPIUEVA,
oTNV apvopdda Tou apvo&éog ogpivn (Ser). Xpnoipomolw-
vtag uPnANg mieong vypn xpwuatoypagia (high pressure
liquid chromatography, HPLC) kat pacpatopetpia palag,
mnpoodlopictnke n aAAniouyia apvo&éwv Tou popiou TNG
YKpPeAivNG. Mo cuykekpiéva, To Atopo Tou udpoyodvou TG
vSpoéu-opadag (-OH) oto apvoteAikd dkpo (N-dkpo) Tou
Tpitou apwvo&éog (ogpivng) €xel avtikataotabei (eotepo-
moinBei) anod 1o udpoofikd TunRua C7H15CO- (oKTavoikn
KeTOVN N oktavévn). Me duo Aoyia, n udpo&u-opada tng
ogpivng (Ser) eival akuAwpévn pe TNV KeTtovopada tou
KaTTPUAIKOU 0&€oc¢ (elk. 1). H eotepomoinon autr) Aapupavel
XWPEA OTO KUTTAPOTIAACUA TWV KUTTAPWV TNG YKPEAIVNG,
TPV amd TNV €KKPION aUTHG OTNV KUKAO®oOpia Kal Oxl
0g ONO TO TIOCOOTO TNG TTAPAYOUEVNG YKPEAIVNG (oToV
AavOpwro, oto 80%)."?

>tn @uon (ota ONAaoTIKA) Sev UTTAPXEL Kavéva AAo
TENTISI0 TTOU VA £XEL TNV AKUAOUASA WG ETA-IETAPPACTIKNA
Tpororoinon [ue poévn eaipeon TI¢ G-MTPWTEIVES KAl TOUG
urtoSoxeig Toug, omou uTtdpxel oUleuEn PE TO TTOAUITIKO
0&U (C16) kal 1o puploTikS o0& (C14)]. AuTnh n Tpomomoinon
—aKUAiwon TNG Ser’- Bswpeital onpavTikn ya tTnv doknon
1600 TWV EVOOKPIVIKWV 600 KAl TWV N EVOOKPIVIKWY EVEP-
YEWWV Tou MenTISiou TNG YKpeAivne.'” Eikdletal emiong étin
akuAopada kKablotd udpoO@ofo To AUVOTEAIKO (N-TENIKO)
AKPO TNG YKPENiVNG, MapéxovTag €TI0l OTNV YKPEAivn TN
SuvaTtdTNTa Va EI0EPXETAL OTOV EYKEPANO, SnAadr va Si-
ATMEPVA TOV AIUATOEYKEPAAIKO PPAYUO KAl UE TOV TPOTIO
auTtov va eOAvel 0To OTOXO TNG, TTIoU €ival 0 UTTOBANAOG
Kal n uméguon.’>™

H n-oktavoikr} opdda tng ogpivng 0To HOPLO TNG YKPE-
Nvng @aivetal 611 gival amapaitnTn yla KATOLEG amo TIG
Bloloyikég evépyeleg Tou memtidiou, cupumepIAaBavouévwy
NG ameAeuBEépwong avénTikAg oppovng (GH), TG pLUBIIONG
TNG EVEPYEIOKNAG OMOIOOTACNC KAl TNG EMidpaong otnv 6peén.
Mn akuAiwpéva popla ykpelivng (desoctanoyl rj desacyl)
KUKAOQOPOUV O€ TTOAU HEYOAUTEPEG CUYKEVTPWOEIG ar’ O, Tt

0=C-(CH,); CH,
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Ewkova 1. H ykpehivn, ekkpitikd avd-

PA {BL 0 PR-COOH Moyaauéntikigopudvng (GHSs) kat
urrodoyéag GHS-R.
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N aKUAMWHEVN Pop®n, XWPIC Opwe va petatomifouv Tnv
YKPeAivn amod Tig 6éoelg ouvdeonc TNG oTov UTTOOAAALIO
Kal oTtnv umod@uon,’® evw Sgv UIMOPEl va EVEPYOTOI|COUV
v amelevBépwon GH in vivo, o€ emipueg 1 o avBpw-
mouc.”'¢ H Bloevepyodg ykpehivn Sev amotelei pia otabepny
avaloyia oto cUVoAo TNG OAIKAG YKpeAivng ota Sidgpopa
€i6n. Na mapdadelyua, otoug avBpwmoug N avaloyia auth
gival 4:1.'27718 H guykévtpwon Tng YKPEAIVNG 0To TMAACoUA
LYWV avOPWTIWV KUPAIVETAL PUCIOAOYIKA peTady 80-154,4
fmoL/mL (117,24+37,2) [OUVOAIKH CUYKEVTPWON YKPEAIVNG:
OKUMWUEVN YKPEAIVN Kal pn akuAiwpévn (acyl- kat des
acyl-), évavti 10-20 fmoL/mL Tng n-oKTavolkng yKpeAivngl.!
TéMNog, To avOpwmvo yovidlo TNG YKPEAIVNG €XEL EVTOTTIOTEL
oT1o Xpwuodowpa 3 (3p25-26).”°

Jtov avBpwro €xouv TautomolnOsi SUo ICoPOPPEC Yia
Tov GHS-R urtodoyéa: o GHS-R1a kat o GHS-R1b. O GHS-R1a
urtoSox€ag €VTOTHIOTNKE OTNV KUTTAPIKA MEUPPAVN Twv
NMATOKUTTAPWY, evw o GHS-R1b otov muprva Twv nriato-
KUTTAPWV KAl apyoTEPA KAl AANWV TIEPIPEPIKWV I0TWV.2 H
TIARPNG AAUCOC TOU avOpWIVou GUUTANPWHATIKOU DNA
(cDNA) Tou unodoxéa GHS-R1a €xel amokwdikomoinBei kai
mapouactddel oAU uPnAn opotdTNTa pe Toug GHS umo-
Soxeig AMwv OnhaoTtikwv.”?' To yovidio Tou avBpwrivou
urrodoxéa GHS-R1 evtomiotnke and toug Howard et al oto
Xpwpoéowpa 3g26.2 kal cuykpoteital and dvo e€oévia, Ta
omnoia xwpifovtal evdidpeca amod éva eocwvio (i vTpovio).
Ta e§6via KWSIKOTIOIOVV HIa TIEPIOXH EMTA SIAUEUBPAVIKWV
TPWTEIVWV.?!

Ta ouvBeTikd avdhoya GHSs, Spwvtag péow Twv GHS-R1a
urtoSox€wv, TTIPOKAAOUV Apeca armeAeuBEpwon auénTIKNAG
opHoOVNG armd T CWHUATOTPOTA KUTTAPA TNG UTTOPUONG
HéOw evepyoroinong Twv G-TIPpWTEIVWY, UE emakoloudn
gvepyoroinon tTng ev8oKuTTAPLAG TTIPWTEIVIKAG Kivdong C,
WC¢ CUOTHHATOCG OAMATOC, Kal avénon Twv emMméSwv Tou
evdokuttdplou acfeatiov.’? O unmodoxéag GHS-R1b Sev
€xel evepyo Bloloyikn Spdon otnv ameleuBépwon GH.
S & Aertoupylkég Sokipaoieg, omou xopnyrnOnkav GHSs oe
KUTTapa empuoAuopéva pe GHS-R1b, Sev mapatnpnbnke
oUTe emaywyn NG TMPWTEIVIKAG Kivdong C oute PeETABOAN
Tou evéokuTtdplou acfeotiov.” Mapdha autd, cUYXPOVES
peAéteg mapouotdfouv Asrtoupyikny Spdon tou GHS-R1b
urtodoyxéa oto kapdiayyelakd cUoTNUaA Kal o€ S1Apopoug
VEOTTAAOHATIKOUG IOTOUG.

3. NQXZ HIrKPEAINH ENIAPA
ZTA ENMINEAA INZOYAINHZ KAI TAYKOZHX

H akpiig oxéon avapeoa otnv YKPeAivn Kal GTnyv Iv-
OOUAivVN, 1600 0TN HeTa&V Toug AAANAEMiOpacn 6Co Kal oTn
PUBUION TOU CWHATIKOU BAPOUG, TTAPAUEVEL AUPINEYOUEVN.

A. NIKOAOTMOYAOX kau I. KOYPAKAHXZ

DapHOKONOYIKEG HENETEG OXEOIACTNKAV TIPOKEIMEVOU VA
MEAeTAOOULV TIG SPACEIG TNG YKPENIVNG OTO PETABOANICHO
NG YAUKO(QNG Kal O0TNV €KKPIoN IVOOUAIVNG, XWPIg OpwG
va KataAn&ouv og ao@aln CuUPTTEPACHATA, APOU ANNOTE
n 6pdon TNG PaIvOTaV avaoTAaATIKN Kal AAAOTE EVIOXUTIKN
oTNV €KKpPLlon IVOOUAivNG.

Mo CUYKEKPIPEVA, UTTAPXOUV HENETEG TTOU UTTOOTNPICOUV
OTL N YKPEAIVN AVAOTENAEL TAXEWG TNV €KKPLON IVOOUAIVNG
oTov AavBpwmo PeTd amd evOoPAEPla €yxuon, TTapd Ta
avénuéva emimeda yAukolng*># (tdoo og maxuoapKoug OGO
KAl O€ ATOUA QUGCIOAOYIKOU BApoud), Kal, aVTIoTPOPWG, OTL
n vooUAivn avaoTéNAeL TV éKKplon YKpeAivne. Ot Egido et
al £6&1€av OTI 0 ATTOHOVWUEVO TTAYKPEATIKO 1OTO EMUUWV
n éyxuon YKPENIVNG avEOTEIAE TNV ArTeEAEUOEPWON IVOOUAI-
VNG, YEYOVOG TTOU UTTOSEIKVUEL Hia TIEPIOSIKT) AVOOTOATIKA
Spdon NG YKPeAivNg oTn Asitoupyia Twv B-KUTTAPWVY Tou
TIAYKPEATOG.Z T € amopovwéva vNoISIakA KUTTapa EMUUWY
mapatneriOnke §000-e€APTWPEVN AVACTOAN TNG €KKPLONG
IVOoUAivNG o€ éva TrePIBANOV UPNANG CUYKEVTPWONG OE
YAUKOCn (16-25 mmol/L), evw Sev Samotwbnke kamola
enidpaon ota enineda TNG IVGOUAIVNG O€ XAPNAEG CUYKEVTPW-
o&€l¢ YAUKOING.?® H ykpeAivn, TENOG, avéCTEINE —in vivo Kalin
vitro—tn Sleyelpdpuevn amod Tn YAUKOLN €KKPLON IVOOUAIVNG
o€ vnoISlakd KUTTapA TTAPACKEUACUATWY TTOVTIKWV.?”

Mapopola givat armoteAéopata TNG HEAETNG TwV Esler et
al, 6mou petd and xopriynon VoG VEOU UIKPOUOPLaKoU GHS-
R1a avtaywvioTr € TTOVTIKOUG TTapatnernOnkKe avaoToAn
NG 6pdong TNG YKPEAivNG, HE amoTéAecpa avénon tng ék-
KPLONG IVOOUAIVNG, BEATIWON TWV UNXAVICHWY OUOIOCTACNG
NG YAUKOANG, HEiwoN TNG TPOOANYNG TPOPIG KAl ATTWAELQ
Bapoug (ekAekTikn anmwAgla Aimwdoug palag).?

A6 TNV AAAN TTIAELPA, O KAWVIKEG HENETEG Sev TTapa-
TNPENONKe kamola aloonUeiwTn KATAOTOAA —HETA amod
xopriynon YKpeAivng— ota avénuéva emineda ivooulivng
MeTA and Tou otépatog Sokipacia yAukolng.? Qotoco, otav
n YKPEAiIVN ouyxopnynOnke Ue avtaywvioTtr Tou urmtodoxéa
¢ GH, mapatnpndnke ocagric av§non tng IVOOUAIVIKAG
avtiotaong.*

AvtiBeTa anmoteAéopata anod ta mpoavagepBivta ma-
patnEriOnkav Kat oe AN\EG in vitro Kal in vivo UENETEG OE
avOpwmoug Kal €mMiHueS. MO CUYKEKPIUEVA, OE ETTIMUEG
@uololoyikoUg 1} mdoyovieg and Siapritn (MPdkAnon
Tou ST pe otpentoloTokivn) N YKPEAIVN TTPOKANECE
ammeAeuUBEPWON IVOOUAIVNG C€ amopovwpéva vnoiSlakd
KUTTapa®’ Kal SIEyElpe TNV EKKPLON IVOOUAIVNG, éTav Tpo-
OTEONKE O€ AMopoOVWHEVA TTAYKPEATIKA vnoidia.>? Emiong,
evOoPAERIa xopriynon YKPEAIVNG o€ eMipUEG TTPOKANEDE
ameAevBépwon Ivooulivng® evw mapdAnAa avénoe tn
OUYKEVTPWON TOL EAeLOEPOU AOBECTIOU OTO KUTTAPOTIAQ-
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O TWV B-vNOISIOKWY KUTTAPWVY TOU TIAYKPEATOG. TNV
TEAEUTAIA AUTH MENETN EVTOTIOTNKE YKPEAIVN QTTOKAEL-
OTIKA OTA O-TIAYKPEATIKA KUTTOPA TA OXETI(OUEVA UE TNV
€KKplon YAUKayovou, o€ avTiOeon e ANNEC HENETEG, OTTOU
gpappoélovtag avoooxpwoTikEG peBOSouG Slamotwonke
EVTOTIOMOC TNG YKPEAIVNG ota B-kuTTapa.®

O1Wierup et al’*** mapatripnoav ékepaon TG YKPEAIVNG
o€ ave€ApTnTo aplBud avlpWIVWV vNoISIOKWY TIOYKPEATI-
KWV KUTTAPWYV, O€ EUPPUIKAG KAl VEOYVIKNG NAIKIOG 1l0TOUC,
OMWG Kal O€ 10TOUG EVNAIKWV. TN CUYKEKPIPEVN HEAETN N
YKpeAivn Sev ekppalotav padi pe kamola yvwoTr vnotSlakn
OpPMOVN, YU auTd Kal BewpnBnke OTL Ta KUTTAPA YKPEAIVNG
mOavov va amoTteAoUV €va VEO TUTTO VNOISIAKWVY KUTTAPWY,
TTOU ovopdoTnKav e-kUTTapa. Xe {wa ormou amouactalouv ot
TaPAYOVTEG HETAYPAPNG —OL OTTOIOL EivVal CNUAVTIKOI yla TNV
avAanTuén Twv B-TIAYKPEATIKWY KUTTAPWV— UTTHPXAV OXETIKA
vNnoidia, PUCIOAOYIKOU LEYEDOUC, WOTOCO N MAEIOPN@ia TwV
VNOIS10KWY AUTWV KUTTAPWV TIEPLEIXAV YKPEAIVN,* yeyovog
TIOU UTTOSELIKVUEL OTL TA IVOOUAIVO-EKKPITIKA B-KUTTAPA Kal
Ta €-KUTTAPA TTOU CUVOETOUV YKpeAivn mBavov va éxouv
Kolvd awpa pddpoua KUTTapA.

H 8pdon ¢ YKpeAivng oTnv IVOOUAIVN HEAETHONKE €TTioNg
KAl O€ Uld OEIPpA KUTTAPWY NITATWHATOG oTov AvOpwro.
MapatnpriBnke 6Tt n YkpeAivn evepyomolovoe Tov urmtoSoxéa
NG voouhivng tumou 1 (IRS1) kat akoAoUuBwg Sidpopa popla
o\uaTog [6TwG TN SECUEVTIKN TIPWTEIVN 2 Tou uTToSOXEA TOU
mapdyovta avdantuéng (GRB2) kal tnv mpwTteivikr Kivdon
mou evepyorolei T pitoyéveon (MAPK)], evw amd tnv aAAn
AVEOTEIAE TNV evepyorioinon Tou ev{Upou Akt (MpwTeivikn
Kwvdon) kat avtaywvi{étav tn §pdcn TG IVOOUAIVNG TTAvw
01O KABOPIOTIKO pUBUIOTIKO VU TNG VEOYAUKOYEVEDNG,
TN PWOEPOEVONO-TIUPOOTAPUAIKN KApBo&U-KIVACT). ZUVETTWC,
N YKPENivn aokei Aueon avTi-voouAviKh Spdon —pe TnVv
KaTaoToAr} TNG Spdong Tng Akt— kat éupeon Betikn Spd-
on oTn VEOYAUKOYEveDN. ETTeldr) oe apKeTéC peENETeC Sev
katéotn Suvatd va PBpedei ékppaon unodoxéa GHS-R1a
OTOV NMATIKO 10TO, 0 UTTOSOXEAG TTOU EUMAEKETAL OE AUTH
N Sadikacia mapapével dyvwotog.” 3”38

H ykpehivn, Té\og, aokei dueon Spdon ota emineda
NG YAUKOING, odnywvtag og umepyAukaipia. Eveo@Aéfia
éyxuon ykpehivng auvavel ta emimeda yAukd{ng tooo o€
(PUOIOAOYIKOU CwHATIKOU Bdpoug dtopa 6COo Kal G Tia-
xUoapkouc.?* Eival aniBavo autr n §pdon va ogeiletal
oTNV MTWOoN TV EMITESWV TNG IVOOUAIVNG, agou n avénon
NG YAUKO(NG prmopei va avixveuTei péoa o€ 15 min and tn
Xopriynon YKPEAivNG, vw N Peiwon Twv emméSwv IVGOUAIvNG
avixveVeTal HOvVo PeTA armd 30 min?

3 € Jla Tpoo@aAtn MEAETN TwV Sun et al,* émou gpap-
HOOTNKE AVAOTPOPN YEVETIKA WOTE va epguvnBei o pdAog
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NG YKPEAIVNG 0NV opotdotaon tTnG YAUKOLNG, HEAETWVTAG
N Asrtoupyia B-vnoildlakwv KUTTApwWV Kat Tnv evaicdnoia
TIEPIPEPIKWYV IOTWV OE IVOOUAIVN OE TTOVTIKOUG UE ENNEIYPN
Tou yovidiou Tng YkpeAivng (ghrelin”) mapatnperinkav ta
&éng

Yo KAVoVIKEG OUVONKEG vNoTeiag Kal TPocAnYng
TPOYPNG OTO £pYAcThPLo, Ta emimeda yYAukoldng oto aipa
Kal IvoouAivng oto MAdopa otoug ghrelin” movtikolg Rtav
(@UGCIONOYIKA.

Y16 Sokipacia avoxrg otn YAUKO(n, ot TTOVTIKOI EU@A-
vicav peiwon Twv emmmédwv tng YAUKOING Kat avénon twv
emMmESWV TNG IVOOUNIVNG O€ OXEON PE TNV opada eAéyxou
(wild-type movTikoi), yeyovdg mmou Seixvel OTL n ENNeWPN YKpE-
Aivng BeATivel TN Aertoupyia Twv B-KuTttdpwy, auvdvovtag
TNV TTPOKAAOUEVN aTtd TN YAUKOLN €KKPLON IVOOUAIVNG.

H xopriynon tvooulivng og ghrelin’ movtikoUg mpokAaheoe
MIKPR OAAG OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKA MEIWoN Twv emmmédwv
NG YAUKOING 30 min petd amd Tn xopriynon, YEyovog mou
untoSelkvUEl BeATiwon TNG IVOOUAIVIKAG gvaloOnoiag os
ghrelin”-movtikoug.*

Zuvoyifovtag, ot Sun et al katéAn&av oto cupmépacua
4TL N KATAOTOAN TNG YKPEANIVNG OXl HOVO BEATIWVEL TN AEL-
TouPYia TWV B-vNOoISIOKWY KUTTAPWY TOU TTAYKPEATOG, AAAA
au€Avel Kal TNV IVOGOUALVIKT EValoONncia 0Toug TEPLPEPIKOUG
l0TOUG.##? 3 & CUMPWVIA PE TA AVWTEPW EVPAATA ATAV Kal
auTd g peNétng twv Dezaki et al og ghrelin”-emipveg, 6mou
SlamoTwonkKe peiwon TNG IVOOUAIVIKIAC avTanmdKkplong otn
YAUKO(N PETA amd e§wyevh Xoprnynon YKpeAivng.*

JUMTTEPACUATIKA, TTAPA TIG AVTIKPOUOUEVEG ATTOYELG
OXETIKA Pe TN Spdon NG YKPeAivNG otnv aneAeubépwaon
IVOOUAIVNG Kal 0TNV opoldotacn NG YAUKOdng, @aivetal
OTL N YKPEAIivn TpomoTmolel Ta KUkAogpopouvta eminmeda
™G YAUKOONG péow (a) amedevBépwong GH, kopTi{oAng,
adpevalivng kat mbavov yAukayoévng, (B) avénong tng
IVOOUAIVIKNG avTioTaong Kal (y) EVEPYOTIOIWVTAG TO HNXO-
VIOUO TNG VEOYAUKOYEVEDNC. 283538

4. ZAKXAPQAHX AIABHTHX KAI TKPEAINH

2TO MAYKPEAC, LEPIKEG EPEVVEC EVTOTIIOAV TNV YKPENIVN
ota avBpwmva -vnoidiakd kuttapa tou Langerhans, ormou
N YKPEAiIvN ouvek@paldtav P TNV IVOoUAivN,? evw KATTOLEG
AMEC oTa a-KUTTAPA TOU TTAYKPEATOG, OTTOU N YKPEAIVN
ouvek@paloTav Pe TN YAUKAyovn.>2 TENOG, o€ ANNEG MENETEG
n YKPEAivn evtoriotnke o€ Kamola véa oudada vnolSlakwv
KUTTAPWY, TA €-KUTTAPA, TTIOU TIEPIEIXAV HOVO YKPEAIVN Kal
KApd AAAN yvwoTtr] oppovn.53¢ I1n pehétn twv Prado et
al®* mapatnpnBnke n VMTAPEN TWV E-KUTTAPWV TNG YKPE-
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Aivng oTtnVv mepLPépela TwV vNoLSiwv Tou TTAYKPEATOG O€
TIOVTIKOUG KAl HANIOTA OE UEYAAUTEPECG CUYKEVTPWOELG OTA
VEOYVA O€ OXEON PE TOUG eVHAIKEG. Ta 2/3 TwVv KUTTApWVY
avtwv e§€@palav amokAEIOTIKA TNV YKPEAivN, evw To 1/3
ouveléppalav Kal yhoukayovn. EmimAéov, o€ movTikoUg
HE METANNAEN Tou TTapdyovta petaypaeng Nkx2.2 i tou
Pax4 —ométe amouoid{ouv eVTEAWG TA IVOOUAIVOTTAPAYWYA
B-kUTTOpPA aTTO TO MAYKPEAG— TA E-KUTTAPA KATAAAUBavav
>90% TwV MAYKPEATIKWV vNo1Siwv. OswpnOnke pdAioTta ol
Ta KUTTapa TG (VOOUAIVNG Kal Ta KUTTAPA TNG YKPEAIVNG
€xouv Koo Tpdyovo.*®

EmnpodoBeta, evliagpépov éxel n peAéTn Twv Wierup
et al, éTmou peAETWVTAG LIOTOUG AvOPWTIVOU TTAYKPEATOG
KAl OTOPAXOU aTmd VEOYVA Kal EVAAIKEG Ol EPELVNTEG TTA-
patripnoav (a) OTL n yKpeAivn ek@pdletal apxikd oTo
ndykpeag amd 1o PECO TNG KUNONG KAl PETE, EVW OTO
oTOpaXO0 eKPPAleTal PETA Ao TN yévvnon, Kat (B) 6t oto
TIAYKPEACG TWV VEOYVWV OTO HECO TNG KUNONG TA AVOCOBETIKA
KUTTAPA YIa TNV YKPEAIVN amoTteAoUV To 9% Tou cUVOAOU
TWV eVSOKPIVIKWV KUTTAPWV TOU TTIAYKPEATOC, YEYOVOG
TIOU MTTOPE( va UTTOSNAWVEL TN CUMHETOXH TNG YKPEAIVNG
OTNV MPoAaywyr] —TOTKA— TNG KUTTAPIKAG avAamnmtuéng Kat
wpipavong, 01w Kal YEVIKOTEPA TN CUMUETOXH TNG OTNV
avantuén Tou gupvou.

AoBeveiq pe cakxapwdn diafrtn (ZA) Tomou 2 i voou-
Awvikn avtoxn (MeTaBoAiko cuvSpopo 1 ouvdpoo X) Exouv
XOUNAA emimeda YKPeAIVNG. Z€ LENETN TTOU €YIVE OTO YEVIKO
mANBuopd mapatnpenOnke OTL Ta ATopa PE XApUNAdTEPQA
enimeda ykpeAivng gixav peyalltepou Babpou vGouNVIKA
AVTOXH KAl UTTEPIVOOUAIVALUIA VNOTEIAG Kal OTL 0€ UPNAOTE-
PO TTOCOOTO Kuplapxouoe o XA tumou 2.4 Ta emimeda tng
YKPENIVNG 0€ —KATA Ta AAAA LYIN— VEOYVA HE IVOOUAIVIKNA
avtoxn Aoyw S1afnTikwy Yovéwv ATav XaUNAOTEPA.

3 & mepiodo vnoteiag kat ota mpwta 120 min petd ano
™ Sokipacia avoxig otn YAukoln amd 1o otépa (OGTT)
Ta enineda tnG YAUKOING fitav uPYnAOTEPA OE GXEON ME
TNV opdda eAéyxou avtiotolxng nAtkiag, @UAou kat Siktn
palag owpatog (BMI).* Emiong, og maxvoapka maidid Kat
gpnoug mapatnEnOnKe apvnTIKy CUCXETION HETASY TWV
emMMESWV TNG YKPEANIVNG Kal TNG evaiodnoiag otnv voou-
Aivn.# Téhog, Aentdéowpol cakyapodiapnTikoi Tomou 2 dev
gixav pelwpéva emimeda ykpehivng.*

3 € ANAN peAéTN pe StafnTikd melpapatélwa mapatnei-
Onkav pikpdétepoL Pabuov alayég ota emineda YKpeAivng
Katd TN Si1dpkKela SoKIpaolwv pe uPnAd emimeda IVGOUAIVNG
—OUYKPITIKA PE TNV opAda eAéyxou— yeyovog mou Seixvel
OTL o1 MIKPOTEPEG aNayég ota emimeda TNG YKPEAIvNG
oxetiCovtal pe 1o Babuod evalodnoiag otnv IVOoOUAivn Kat
AUTO UMopEi va amoTelei éva emmMAéoOV XAPOKTNPIOTIKO

A.NIKOAOTMOYAOZX kau I. KOYPAKAHXZ

YVWPIOHA TOU HETAPBOAIKOU cuvdpoduou.

2€ MANOUOUIAKEG OPASEC ue LYNAS KivEuvo avantuéng
A tomou 2, 61w gival Ta TTaxVoaPKA ATOA KAl Ol AETTTO-
@uEig Ivaidvol Pima, mapatnpndnke o1t kat ot SU0 opddeq
glxav xapunASTEPN CUYKEVTPWON YKPEAIVNG OE OXEON UE TNV
opada eNEyXOU.# T ANNN MENETN UE PETEUMNVOTIAUCIAKEG,
oakyapodlafnTikéG yuvaikeg mapatnprBnke évtovn apvn-
TIK) CUCYETION APEVOG avAapeoa ota emimeda vnoTeiog TnG
YKPEAIVNG kal oTtn ommAayxVvIKr evandéBeon ANirmoug, og oxéon
ME TNV urtoSopla evamoBeon, Kal AQETEPOU avVAPESA OTNV
YKPEAIVN Kal 0TNV IVOOUAIVIKN avtoxn.* Me Ta urtdpxovta
gpeuvnTIKA Sedopiéva Sev pmopei va amodelyOei pe acpdiela
TO Katd Moéco oxeti(ovtal alTloAoyIKA Ta uynAd emimeda
IVOOUAIVNG pE Ta XapnAda enimeda ykpehivng wotdoo
UTTAPXOULV IOXUPEG evOeielg mepi auTou.

H wvooulivn gival amapaitntn mPOoKeIpéVoU va emTeuyOei
Meiwon Twv emMITESWV YKPEANIVNG HETA artd TNV MpdoAnyn
TPOPNG. X€ GUOIONOYIKA ATOoUQ, N YKPEAivn auavetal og
@Aon vNOTeiag KAl UEWVETAL HETA amo AAYPn TPoeng.°
H amouocia pgiwong twv emmédwv YKpeAivng petd amd
mPOcANYN TPOoPriG MOAVOAOYEl TN CUMMETOXN TNG OTNV
avénuévn KatavaAwaon TPoYrg mou ep@avi(ouv ol Taoyo-
VTEG anmo oof3apry avemdpKela IVOOUAIivng oTto XA tumou 1.
Mn @uotoloyikn €KKplon YKPENIVNG UITOPE( va emnpedoel
TOOO TNV EVEPYELIAKN] OHOIOCTACN OCO Kal TN UETABOAIKA
opolooTacn Twv SlapNTIKWV atopwv.”*?

T & emipueg 0mou MPOKAAONKe XA e otpentoloToKivn
(STZ) (éva povtélo XA tumovu 1), Stamotwinkav uPnAoTe-
pa enimeda KUKAo@opoUoag YKPEAVNG (MPo@avwg Aoyw
APVNTIKAG EVEPYEIOKNACG lOOPPOTTIAG), O CUVOUAOUO UE
pewpéva emimeda Aentivng kat avénuévn €kepacn Tou
urroBaAapikou yovidiou yia 1o veupomnenTtidio Y (NPY). Ta
avénpéva emineda g ykpehivng emaviAOav o€ @UCIONOYIKEG
TIUEG UETA aTTd Bepameia UTTOKATACTACNG UE IVOOUAivN .55
Emopévwg n avénuévn Aen Tpo@ng, n umepyAuKalpia
Kal N anmWAELla BAPOUG —XAPAKTNPIOTIKH OTIG TIEPITTWOELG
AVETTAPKOUG €AEYXOU TNG IVOOUAIVIKAG QVEMAPKELAG OE
> A- iowg va pokaouvTal eV HEPEL ATTO TA UPNAA eTtieda
YKPEAivng o€ ouvduaoud e Ta xapnAd emineda Aemtivng,
péow NPY kat AGRP veuplkwv odwv. YITEP TNG ArmoPng autnig
OUVNYOPEL Kal N HEPLKA avaoTPO®r TNG UTTEPPAYIAG HE TN
Xopriynon evog avtaywvioTr Tou urmodoxéa TnG YKPEAIVNG,
Ttou D-Lys3-GHRP-6.23%4

2 € Ya AANN TTPOOPATN KEAETN TTOVTIKWVY PE EANEIPN TOU
yoviSiou tnG YKpeAivng, 61mou xopnyribnke otpentoloToki-
vn, mapatnpeninke kabuotepnuévn kat EAdylotn avénon
oTn AQYN TPOoPriG O oxéon PE TNV opdda eléyxou.® Ot
TIOVTIKOI LIE TNV AVETAPKELN YKPENIVNG apXIKA TTapouciacav
Ml UéyloTn peiwon otnv mpocAnYn TPo®ng otadlakd
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Opw¢ avEnoav TNV TPOCANYN UEXPLG OTOU TEAIKA Yivouv
UTIEPPAYLKOI, OTTWG KAl TA TTOVTIKIO OTTOU Eixe TTIPOKANOE(
A pe otpentolotokivn. To yeyovog autd Seixvel OTL evw
TO ONMA TNG YKPEAIVNG xpelddetal yia tnv évapén tng Sia-
BnTtikng umep@ayiag, Sev €xel Spdon yla HAKPU XPOVIKO
Sidotnua. Autd mbavév va oxetiCetal pe évav évtova
TIPOCOPHOOTIKO KAl TIPOCTATEVUTIKO INXAVIOHO TTou puBuidel
TNV opoldoTaAcn.

e madid pe A TUTou 1 Tou HEAETHONKAV —AUECWG UETA
ano ™ Sidyvwon tou XA kat evw Sev ehappavav Bepareia
UE (VOOUAIVN— TOOO TIPIV 000 Kal PETA artd TNV TPOcAnyn
@ayntou, Sev mapatneriOnKe LETABOAN TwV EMITESWV TNG
YKPEAIVNG LETA ard To yevuua (ta eminmeda ykpeAivng Atav
utteEPBOAIKA XaUNAd), yeyovog mmou mOavoAoyei pia pn
@uololoyiky SpacTtnplotnTa TNG YKPEAivNG o A TUTTOU
1.%6 H apvnTiKr] cuoX£Tion HeTagu YKpeAivng kat YAUKONG
(LPYNAG emimeda YAUKOING He XaunAa emimeda yKpeAivng)
amokaBiotatal og maoyxovteg anmd A TOmou 1 YeETA ano
TNV évapén Bepaneiag pue (vooulivn.*e

H opolootaon tng YAUKOLNG eEAéyxeTatl amo SUo Bacikolg
TIAPAYOVTEG: (0) TNV £KKPLON IVGOUAIVNG artd Ta B-TTAyKPEATIKA
KOTTapa Kat (B) Tnv evalodncia Twv TMEPIPEPIKWY I0TWV-
OTOXWV OTNV IVOOUAIVN. AlaTNpWVTAG BIWCIHA B-TTAYKPEATIKA
KUTTOpA Kal BeATIVOVTAG TN AEIToupyia Toug, BeATiLveTal
Kat o XA tomou 1 kat 2. Av Kal n avtoavooia emnpeddel TNV
TAEIOVOTNTA TWV B-KUTTAPWV 0To XA TUTou 1, évag TTOAU
MIKPOG aplBudc and B-mapaywyd KOTTapa MapapévouV
40ikta, Touldylotov otnv apyr. H voouAwvikn avtiotaon
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ATTOTEAEI ONUAVTIKO TTABOYEVETIKO TTapdyovta yia To XA
TUTou 2. Emopévwg, pe Tn Beitiwon Tng evaiocOnoiag Twv
IOTWV OTNV IVOoUAivn otoug Slafntikoug aocBeveic Ba
emtevXOoUV KaAUTepa emimeda eAéyxou NG YAUKOLNG Tou
aipaTog, HE OXETIKA XAUNAEG SOOEIG IVOOUAIVNG (€IK. 2).

5.ZYMMNEPAXZMATA KAl AMOINETOMENA OEMATA

H §pdon tng ykpeAivng otnv TpdoAnyPn TPoPrG aoKeital
péow Tou GHS-R1a untodoxéa, xwpig Opwg va gival B€Ralo
av n §pdon TNG KAl oTNV €KKPION IVOOUAIVNG TTPAYUATO-
TIOLEITAl ATTOKAEIOTIKA HéOow Tou (Slou umodoyxéa.’” Mo
OCUYKEKPLIUEVA, apXIKA BewpriOnKe OTL N amo-aKUAIWEVN
YKpeAivn (desacyl-ghrelin) givan éva avevepyo poplo, amd
oTypr mou Sev untdpxel Suvatdtnta ouvdeong otov GHS-
R1a unmodoxéa.’ X1n cuvéxela OpwG mapatnPEiOnKe OTL EVW
n Xopnynon YKpeAivng og véoug uyteic avBpwmoug odnyei
o€ avénon Twv emmédwv YAUKONG OTO aipa Kal TTwon Twv
emmESWV TNG IVOOUAIVNG, N Xopriynon amo-aKUAIWMEVNG
YKpeAivng Sev eixe kamola emidpaon ota enineda yYAuKong
Kal lvOOUAIVNG. QoT1d00, OAWG TIEPLEPYWG, N CLUYXOPHYNON
Kal Twv SU0 HoPPWV YKPeAivNG odnynoe o Katapynon
NG dpdaong tng YKpeAivng.’s

Emmopévwe, T0oo n yKpeAivn oo Kal n armo-akUAIwWUEVN
YKPEAiVN @aivetal va ackouv §pdon otnv ouoldotaon
NG YAuko{ng oto rimap. Av kat o GHS-R1a unodoxéag Sev
eK@PACeTAl OTA NITATOKUTTAPA, UTTAPXOULV eVSEI§elg OTL N
€KKPLoN YAUKOCNG ard Ta NITATOKUTTAPA EVEPYOTTOIEITAL ATTO
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TNV YKPEAIVN Kal AVOOTENAETAL QMO TNV ATTO-OKUAIWMEVN
YKPEAIVN, evid) 0 ouvSuaouog Kal Twv dvo odnyei otnv
efoudetépwon NG SpAong NG YKPEAIVNG amod tnv aro-
AKUAIWUEVN YKPEAivN.*8 Emiong, éxel SnuooleuTel OTL evw
N YKPEAIVN MEIWVEL TNV IVOOUAIVIKH gualocOnoia otoug
TIEPLPEPIKOUG LIOTOUG, 0 ouvSuaoudg YKPEAIVNG Kal arro-
AKUAWMEVNG YKPEAIVNG BEATIWVEL TNV 1IOTIKN gualcOnoia
oTNV voouAivn.”® EmmpdoBeta, pia mpoo@atn UeAETN
AVAPEPEL AVTI-ATTOTITWTIKN) Spdon TNG YKPEAIVNG Kal TG
QAmmo-aKUAIWMEVNC YKPEAIVNG oTa B-KUTTapa PHECW TwV
cAMP/PKA, ERK1/2 kat PI3K/Akt odwv. Juvenwg, amd TI¢
TIAPATIAVW HEAETEC QAIVETAL OTL KAl N ATTO-AKUAIWUEVN
YKPEAIVN €xel KATolo POAO OTN PUBUION TNG OPOLOCTACNG
NG YAUKO(NG, N omoia TpaypaTOTIOLETAl HECW EVOG AyVw-
OTou aKkopa urodoxéa.®’

H ykpeAivn maifel kamolo pdAo oTnV €KKPIOT IVOOUAI-
VNG, OUWG TTOANA €XOUME AKOUA VA PABOULE yia To pOAO
NG OTNV opoldoTacn TNG YAUKOING, KaBwg Kal ylia To av
QTTOTEAEL TIPOOTATEVTIKO 1 TTAOOYEVETIKO TTapAyovta yla
avantuén ZA. MNpémnel emiong va S1amoTWooUE KATA TTOCO

A.NIKOAOTMOYAOZX kau I. KOYPAKAHXZ

n YKpeAivn gival o povadikog mapdyovtag cuvéeong oTov
GHS-R1a urmodoxéa, kabwg kat av o GHS-R1a umodoxéag
givat o povadikdG uToSoXEAG TTOU CUMUETEXEL OTIG SPACELG
NG YKPEAIVNG KAl TNG ATTO-OKUAIWHEVN YKPENIVNG, KEVTPIKA
Kal TTEPLPEPLKA. AKOAOVOWC, Ba Tpémel va SlEPEVVHCOUUE
TNV evéexdpevn S1a@opd TwV PAPUAKOAOYIKWV SpAcewvV
NG YKPEAIVNG KAl TNG Amo-OKUAIWUEVNG YKPEAIVNG oTa
vNoSIaKA KUTTAPA TOU TTAYKPEATOG.

JUUTTEPACUATIKA, PE TN CUCTNUATIKOTEPN £€PEUVA TOU
POAOU TNG YKPEAIVNG OTnNV opotdéotaon tTnG YAUKoOdng
avoKUTTITOUV ONO Kal TIEPIOCOTEPA EPWTNUATIKA Yl TN
Spdaon NG YKPEAIVNG oTNV opolootacn tng YAUKOING Kalt
TO oakXapwdn Stapntn, TI 0860U¢ HECW TWV OTTOIWV AOKE(
N 8pdon TNG N YKPEAIVN Kal N amo-akuUAWMEVN YKPEAIVN,
KaBw¢ kat Tov urtodoxéa Spaong TNG YKPEAIvNG TOCO GTO
TIAYKPEAG 00O Kal OTOUG TEPIPEPIKOUG 1oTOUG. XpeldleTal
EMOUEVWC TTEPAITEPW EPELVA, TIPOKEIEVOU VA S1ACAPNVIOTEI
0 aKPIPBNE PONOC TNG YKPEAIVNG KAl TV avaAOywV TNG oTNV
avantuén tou cakxapwdoug SlaBATn Kat otn BepameuTikn
TOU QVTIMETWTTION.

ABSTRACT
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The role of ghrelin on glucose homeostasis
D. NIKOLOPOULOS, G. KOURAKLIS
2nd Department of Propedeutic Surgery, University of Athens, “Laiko” Hospital, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2009, 26(1):42-50

Ghrelin, a newly identified acylated 28-amino-acid peptide and an endogenous ligand of the growth hormone secre-

tagogue type 1a receptor (GHS-R1a), is produced mainly in the stomach, but is also secreted in low levels by the hy-

pothalamus and by many other peripheral tissues. Ghrelin is best known for its hypothalamic actions on growth hor-

mone-releasing hormone neurons and neuropeptide Y/agouti-related peptide neurons. Although ghrelin affects

multiple systems and many organs, only currently the complexity of its functions has been realized in mammals and

especially in humans. Ghrelin regulates food intake and body weight, and GHS-R1a that is expressed at lower levels

in the brain, including the hypothalamic neurons, regulates feeding behavior and glucose sensing. A reciprocal rela-

tionship exists between ghrelin and insulin, suggesting that ghrelin regulates glucose homeostasis. Ablation of gh-

relin in mice increases glucose-induced insulin secretion and improves peripheral insulin sensitivity. Recent reports

suggest that most of the actions of ghrelin could contribute to the metabolic syndrome. The ghrelin signaling sys-

tem is, therefore, a promising target for the development of new drugs for the treatment of diabetes. Agents that

block the ghrelin signaling system might be especially useful. This review focuses on the newly emerging role of gh-

relin in glucose homeostasis and insulin secretion, and on the exploration of whether it may be a potential thera-

peutic target for diabetes mellitus; if so, it is possible that the high rates of morbidity and mortality of diabetes mel-

litus patients could be diminished.

.............................................................................

............................................................................
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