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1. EIXATQrH

O1 eménpioNoyikég penéteg (aImoNoViIKEG, SiayvmoTti-
KEG Kdl MPOYVMOTIKEG) £XOLUV WG AVIIKEINEVO TOLG Tn
HeNETN NG oxéong Tng ovxvotntag piag £ékBaong (voon-
partog, Bavdrov N yevikdtepa piag katdotaong N evog
ovpBdvrog vyeiag) kal TV S1aEdp®V XapAKTNPICTIKOY
(ovotaciak®v, nepiBANAOVTIKAOV, CLUMEPIPOPAS) TV
atdpwv.? Zug pedéteg avtég sivar Suvard va vneicén-
Bouv tuxaia (random errors) kKar cuoTnNUATIKA o@AApA-
1a (systematic errors), ta onoia o6nyoldv og LIEPEKTIUN-
on N LIIOEKTIUNON TNG HEAETOPUEVNS OXE0ONG N akOua Kai
O€ avTIoTPOPN NG KateDOLVONG Tng.

Av Kal n évvola tov o@dnparog £ilonxOn and noAv
naAid omv eménuioNoyia Kai £Xovv neprypagei noANoi
S1agpopeTtikoi dno1 opdAparog, e€akonovBovv va Snpo-
olebovtal akéua Kal onpepa PEAETEG Ue HEPOANMTIKAG N
avaxkpiBn anoteAéopara. [ToAv ocuvxvd, eniong, &npooi-
ebovtal dpBpa ota omnoia Ssv nepiéxetal n anapaitnn
nAnpo@opia oxeTiKd pe v avBevukdnta tng PeNETNG.
Bpébnke 61 oto 10% towv SnpocIeLPEVOV PHEAETOV OE
34 1a1pikd nep1o8ikd vYnAoL €MOTNHOVIKOLD KUpoLg Sev
avagépovtav ol mBavol CLYXVTEG TNG HENETWUEVNG OXE-
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ong Kai n otanotikn pébodog nov xpnoiponombnke yia
v efovbetépwon tovg.?

2kordg tov dpbpovu gival n NePIypaA@n TV ONPAvTl-
KOTEPMV KAl CLUXVOTEPMY CLOTNUATIKOV CQEANPAT®V OTIG
aitioNoyikEG embnpioNoyikég uedéteg. Me e8opévo 10
veyovog 411 ocvotnuatikd o@dApata LIIEIoEPXovTal O
6heg oxebov ¢ pedéteg, Ba npénel va sivar Siabéoipo
10 KatdAAnno Bswpnukd vnéBabpo yia v ektipnon
NG eYKLPATNTAG TOV PHEAETGOV Mov Snpooiebovtal, annd
kai yia m Sie€aywyn penstov 6co to Suvardv nepiocod-
TEPO ALOEVTIKAV.

2. OPOAOIIA

Me tov 6po cednupa pérpnong® voeital kdBe andkii-
on g TuNg wag (BioAoyikng) petaBAntig and v npay-
Hatkn Tpn, nov 8sv ogeidetar os NABoOG.

* Métpnon eival o gpnelpikés kaboplopds @V TPV piag apiBuntkig
ovvdptnong, SnAadn piag noootikAg évvolag. O Gpog xpnoiporoigital
Kai pe gvupltepn évvola, yia va nepiddBel tnv KATavopn aviKEPEVOY
piag katnyopiag og 1G§eig (noiotikég vvoieg).’

Mepiki xpnpatodotnon: Eibikég Noyapiaouds Kovbuiiev ‘Epsvvag INMavemotnpiov ABnvav
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O opiopdg tov AdBovg eivar kdu Svoxepéotato Kkai,
onwg napatnpei o AsonoténovAog, «n EAANVIKA YAGCoA
noAlopkel v ovoia tov AdBovg pe nmoANES NEEeIG, mov
avTIOTOIXOVUV KAtd Tn PHETAQPOPIKN TOLG Xpron og Siapo-
PETIKEG voNnTIKEG Mpootiendoelg Tov. Tdéoo n Aé€n AdBog,
600 ka1 o1 Aéeig MAdvn Kal oednua vnoonpaivouvv ap-
vnTKOINTa, EAAEIPPATIKOTNTA Kal rporndviov anafia, andd
kaBepid and avtég £€xel S1aopeTikA MpoéAsvon Kal on-
paociax».?

H Aé€n «o@dipa» npoépxetal and 1o prpa «c@dnno-
par» Kal onpaivel napandmpa N Kal Ntdon, avtiotoixa
Mpog¢ TNV AdpxXIKN onpacia tov «ocednnopar». Agpopd ta
AdOn oe Kkdnolo vnonoyiopd N oe KAMNold KTiNon Kat
avuortoixel otn Siapopd avdueoca otnv MPAyYUATIKA TIUA
KAl TNV TIPA MOL MPOKUMTEl and v €KTiunon N tov
vnodoyiopo. Avtibeta, n Aé€n «nAdvn» npoépxeral and
10 pnpa nhavopal (ota véa eAANVIKA «MEPINMAAVOUAl»)
KAl onpaivel atedéogopn petakivnon Sixwg avedpeon
Kdl NPoo£yyion Tov MSIOKOPUEVOL ONUEIOL TOL XWPOU,
V@ aroteNel eVIENDS ACTAPIKIN £MICTNHOVIKA €KTipn-
on.® Téhog, n Né€n «AdGBog» mpoépxetar and 1o prpa
«NavBdum», Mov n apxikn Tov cnpacia ntav «81aEsdyw

v aviiAnyn».?

Ze avtibson pe 1a AdOBn mov MPokLVNToLY CLVABWG
and dyvoia, anpooeia, AaBepévn apxn tng pebBdédov n
acvveldbnoia kai ta onoia Ssv gival emtpentd os onoia-
Snhnote pedén,® ta opdipata pérpnong sivar emripentd
Kal 1o péyebdg tovg kabopizel tnv noidtnta tng pPérpn-
ong.

Ta opdnpara taivopodvtar oe tuxaia (random) xai
ovotnpatkd (systematic). To tuxaio o@dipa opizetal
¢ n Siagopd petaV tng euneIpIKNG TIPAG Kal tTnG ué-
ong TIPUNG TV EUMEIPIKAOV TIHOV MOV MPOKVITTOLY arnd
évav anepidpioto apiBpd pedetdv pe v idia pébodo
HEIpNoNg, €V® TO CLOTNUATIKO oEdApa ¢ n Siapopd
petald tng MpaypatikNg TIPAG Kal TNG PEONG EUNEIPIKNG
TIUAG oL Tpokvntel and évav anepiopioto apiBud pede-
10V pe v i81a pebodonoyia.”

Ta ocvotnpaukd cedapatra pérpnong eival povoka-
tevBuvdueva kar o8nyoldy ce eKTIUNTPIEG, MOV gival ue-
YaAlTeEPEG N pIKPOTEPES aAnd TNV MPAyUdAtikA TIPA oTo
pedetdpevo nAnBvopd. Otav apopodv os NOIOTIKEG Ev-
voieg,* @épovialr wg Svotafivopnoeig (misclassifications),

* O1 nolotikég évvoleg pnopodv va talivopnbodv oe Katnyopieg 1 1d-
Eei¢ (taivopkég évvoieg), Sev pnopovv duwg va petpnbodv, napdho
MoV KAtaxpnotikd xpnoigoroleital o 6pog «MoIoTIKA KAHaka» yia va
nepiypdyel tn petatponn piag «SvadikAg ékBaong» oe petaBintég
Seikieg (indicator variables) i wevSoperaBintég (dummy variables).

K. MEAAOY kai A. ZITAPOZ

via va 81akpifolv and ta peipikd cvotnpatkd o@edApa-
1A MoV APOPOVV OE MOCOTIKEG EVVOIEG.

Ta anoteNéopara piag pun MeIpaApatikng eménpuionoyi-
KAG penéing sivar éyxkuvpa (valid), dtav o oxeSiaocudg
ng penéing (study design) Siacpanizer t cvykpioIpS-
nta tev anotedsopdiov (comparability of effects™), tn
ovykplopdtnta twv nAnbvou®v (comparability of po-
pulations) ka1 t cuvykpiopdtnta g ninpogopiag (com-
parability of information).®

O Jpog peponnyia (bias) xpnowpornoleitar yia va
MePIYPAWE] TNV MAPOLOIA CLOTNHATIKOV CEANUATOV OE
pia eménpuIoAOYIKNA PEAETN, EVE N anovoia tovg anodi-
Setan pe tov Spo eykupdtnta (validity).? Eivar onpavui-
k6 n AéEn-évvola peponnyia (bias) va pun ocvyxéstal pe
™ Aé€n nporatdanyn (prejudice). Meponnyia sivai oroia-
6nnote Siadikacia oe onoiabnmnote @don tov Sianoyi-
opovL mov teivel va napdyel anoteNéopard 1 cuunepd-
opara, ta omnoia Siagépouvv cuotNUATIKA and v npay-
panrdémrta.’? AvtiBeta, n npokatdAnyn eivalr n yvdpn
rMov S1aUOPPAVETAl EK TV MPOTEPMV, XWMPIG emotapévn
peAétn Kai e€étaon TV npayudrtov.®

O 6pog avBevtirdnta (accuracy) xpnoipgornolsital, Katd
kavdva, ta teNevtaia xpdvia yia va eKQpdoel TNV Arov-
oia 1600 TV TLXAimV 600 Kal TOV CLOTNUATIKAOV oEAn-
pdtev, eved nandtepa ATAV CLVAVLUOG TNG EYKLPOTN-
1ag.%? Tpénel va toviotei 611 o Spog, pe ™ OTEVA Kal
oapn ocnpacia tov, avagépetal Hévo o€ MOCOTIKA PeyYE-

On.

3. TYMNOI LY THMATIKOY ZOAAMATOX

"Exovv neprypagei moAdoi Siagopetikol TONo1 cuoTn-
HaTKob o@ANIATOS Kal £X0LV VIVEl APKETEG NpooTidbeieg
via mv ta§ivéunon tovg. 2 H npocéyyion nov xpnoi-
ponolsital onpepa eival n tafivépnon 1@V CLCTNPATIKOYV
oQANPAT®V o TPelg Katnyopisg: (a) ota cvotnpartkd
o@dipata emhoyng (selection biases), (8) ota cvotnua-
11KA opdaparta nAnpogopiag (information biases) kai (y)
otovg ovyxutég (confounders).”?® H 8i1dkpion avth Ba-
oizetal otov 1pdro pe tov ornoio 1a o@dApara giodyo-

vtal otn pedém. 4

O1 cvyxvutég ovvictovv 181aitepn Katnyopia cuvotn-
patikob o@dAparog, £neidn napovoidzovy pia CnPavti-

* O dpog effect, otnv embnpiodoyia, avtiotoixei otn peraBodn tng
napapétpov g ékBaong (enimtwon 1 emmnoAacudg) nmov ogeidetal
(npokadeital) otnv enipaon piag aitiag i1 evég NPoANMTIKOD PETPOL,
£V® 0N OTATICTIKA gival n Tpn tng napapétpov g oxéong.’
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KN S1agopd o 0Xéon PE TA CLOTNPATIKA o@AApAta eni-
AOYNG Kal MANpoopiag, TV ornoi®v n napovoia os pia
peAétn oényel avand@evkia o PEPONNMTIKA AMOTEAE-
oparta. H napovoia cuyxvtodv pnopei va S1opBwBei kai
HETd Tn ovANoYN TV Sedopévmvy, otn edon Tng avdanv-
ong, pe v npovndBeon 611 n cOYXLON AVAPEVOTAV €K
TV NPOTEP®V Kal 611 cLANEXONKav o1 anapaitnteg nAn-
pogopieg yia tnv e€ovbetépwon tng.516

4. Y2 THMATIKA ZOAAMATA EMAOIHZ

Ze wia eménuioNoyikn pedétn egv eivar Svvard va
nep1An@Bovv 6Aa ta dropa tov NANBVLOUOV MOV MACXOLY
and éva ovykekpipévo véonua n Oda ta dropa mnov
AVAKOULV OE U1d OLYKEKPIPUEVN KATnyopia Tov npoodio-
p10TA, Ue oLvérneld va emAEyovTal opiopéva dtopd, nov
Ba amoteAécovv 1o penetdpevo nAnBuvoud (study
population). H 8ia8ikacia nov 6a xpnoiponomnBei yia
NV €MAOYA TOV ATOH®OV TOL HENETOUEVOL NANBLCHOV
anotedei pépog tov oxebiaocpol g peAéng (study
design) ka1 vnd 18avikég ovvBnkeg odnyel oe £yKLPES
ovykpioelg. [ToANég @opég, duwg, €Xxel wg anotéleoua
TNV LMEPEKTIUNON N VMOEKTIUNON TNG UENETOUEVNG OXE-
ONng Kal v £10ay®yn OLOTNHATIKOV O@AAUATOE OTn
peAn.

Ta o@dApara nov nnydzouvv and tg Siadikacisg m-
AOYNG TOL peNAETAUEVOL NANBLoROL Kal and Tovg napd-
YOVTEG MOV eMNPedzoLV TN CLPPETOXN N PN otn PEAETN
N Og CLYKEKPIPNEVN Katnyopia ota nAaiola tng peréing
ovopdzovtal cuoTnuatikd ceddpara smaoyng (selection
biases).’?1417 Yuvenadg, ta o@dApara emAOYNg MpPoKv-
ntovv otav n oxéon petafd tov npoodlopiotn Kal Ing
oLXVOTNTAG TOL VOoNUAtog eival 81a@opeTIKA GTOV NAN-
Buopd TV atép®V MOV CLPPETEXOLV OTn UEAETIN Kdal
S1agpopetikn otov nAnBuvopd twv atdpmv nov 8ev cuvp-
petéxouvv oe avtn, étav SnAadn mapovoidzetal emAe-
KTIKN Si1agoponoinon tov peAstodpevov nAnbuopov oe
oxéon pe tov NANBLoPS-NMNYA.* Z11¢ PeNETEG KOOPTDV,
Ta ovotnNUAtKd oEdiparta emAoYNg ep@avizovial étav
N OLUUETOXA OTN PENETN OXETIZETAl PHE TN PEASTAOUEVN
ékBaon kal omig pPeNéTeg «aoBeVOV-papTOp®V», dtav n
OUVUUETOXN OXETiZETAl PE TO HEAETAOUEVO Mpoodiopi-
0tﬁ.11'12'14

* TTAnBuopdg-nnyn (source population) 11 vriokeipevog mAnBuopdg (study
population) efval o nAnBuvopdg and tov omoio npoépxovtal o1 nepi-
nteoelg nov nepidapBdvovrtar o pedén.® Avtunpooonedel 1oV LIO-
Betikd pedetdpevo nAnbBuopd, otov omnoio Oa pnopovoe va eixe die€a-
x0el n pedén.’® Eviote wg ovvadvupog 6pog Xpnolponoleital 1o @pa-
otk6 6vopa yevvntopag ninBuopds (parent population).
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4.1. NopadeiyoTa CLOTNUOTIKOD GOEAGAIATOG ETIAOYAG
OTIG PEAETEG KOOPTOV

4.1.1. Xvornuarnkd opdAua napakodovbnong. Zuoin-
patké oedipa napakonotOnong (follow-up bias) npo-
kontel étav o1 andieieg atdpwv Kartd t Sidpkeia mg
napakonovBnong S1apépouvv petad TV KATNYopIdV ToL
npoodiopioti.” ‘Otav ta XapakInploTiKd Tov atOpemv nov
anoxdpnoav and tm peAén, Katd m Sidpkeia tng nepid-
Sov napakodoVbnong, sivar Siapopetikd and ta xapa-
KINPIOTIKA TovV atdpemv nov e§akonovBoldv va avnkouy
OTO0 peAsTdpevo NMANBvopd, siodyetrar otn PeNétn ov-
otnpatko o@dapa smaoyng. Mepikoi and tovg Adyoug
MOV UIMOPOLY va o8NYNcouvy oTnNV AndAEId atépmy Katd
v napakohovBnon sivar o 6dvarog, n dpvnon yia ne-
paITép®w OVLHPUPETOXN Kal n andcvpon and tn pedén,’?
KaBad¢ Kal n aAdayn 1tov 10nov Katolkiag.

4.1.2 Xvornuartikd opdAua dpvnong CUULETOXNAS OTN
ueAérn. To cvotnpankd oedApa avtng Tng Karnyopiag
(non-response bias) gicdyetar étav ta dropa nov £xo-
vTal va oLVPHPETdoxouvy og pia peNétn Siapépouv and ta
dropa nov apvovvialr’® xedév ndvta, aviég o1 o
katnyopieg atduwv Siagépovv onpaviikd.’” Na napd-
Se1ypua, ta dropa 1wv onoimov n Bapdtnta tov VOGNRATog
Sev emITPEnel TN CLPPETOXN TOLG o pia peAétn Ba vro-
avtnpoownevovial. Ta vyin, eniong, dropa, cuvNBwg
8ev £€xovv 10XVpd Kivntpa CLPPETOXNG O pia eménuio-
AOVIKN peN€tn.

4.1.3. Zvortnuariké opdAua tng avro-emAoyng N g
£0£A0OVTIKAG CUUUETOXNG OE UIa UENETN. ZuvNONng aneinn
yia v eyKupdtnta oTi¢ PENETEG KOOPT®V ArOTeNEl 1O
ovoTNUATIKG o@dApa tng avro-emhoyng (self-selection
bias 1 volunteer bias), agot o1 Adyor g £0eNOVTIKAG
OULUPETOXNG OE p1a HEAETN cLXVA OXETiZzovTal Pe TN He-
Astodpevn ékBaon. Eivar mBavéd o1 eéBsAoviég Kal o1 un
e0eNoviég va Siagépovv oe opiopéva XApAKINPIoTIKA,
4nwg n nAIKia, n @ULAN, TO POAO KAl N KOIVMVIKOOIKOVO-
HIKA Katdotaon, Mov OXeTizovial Je tn ouxXvdintd Tov
HeNeT@UEVOL voonparog.’ Zuxvd, o1 £Bshoviég éxouvv
KanOIEPN LYEIOVOUIKN cuveidnon ce oxéon e TOLG HUn
e0eNoviég, evd eivar Svvatd opiopévol and avtolg va
OULUUETEXOLV Og p1a PeAETn ene1dn avnouvxouvvy 181aitepa
yia tov KivBuvo gp@duiong Tou PEAETOUEVOL VOOoNua-
10g6.%¢

4.1.4. To «paivouevo tov vy epydrn». Avtdg o To-
Mog OLOTNUATIKOD CEANUATOS Ag@opd oTnv Ttdon TV
£NayyeNNaATikd op1zéuevev nAnBuoudv va spgavizovv
nikpdtepn Bunopdnta N1 voonpdtnta and 10 «YEVIKO

nAnBuopd» petd and v e§oLBETEP®ON TOV CLYXVLTAOV
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(nAixia, @GO, @ULAR, nueporoyi1ardS xpdvog). To cvotn-
patkd o@ddpa, otnv MpoKeipévn mnepintoon, mmydzel
and 1o yeyovdg 611 o1o yeviké ninbuoud nepidapBdvo-
vtal Kai dropa nov advvarolv va epyactovv Adyw Sia-
Tapax®v ng vyeiag tovg. To o@dapa avté avagéperal
™G TO «@aivépevo tov vyin gpydin» (healthy worker
effect) ka1 08nyei og vro-ektipnon g avrtiotoixng vo-

onpdtntag n Bvnopdintag otnv opdda twv ekteBeipé-
VOV. 7,1320-22

4.2. Mapadeiypata cLOTNPATIKOY CPGAUGTOS ETIAOYAS
OTIG LENETES «a0BEVAOV-LOPTOPWY»

4.2 1. Alayvwotiko ovotnuariko opdiua. To Siayvm-
otKéO ocvotnpatikd oedipa (diagnostic bias) siodyetal
oe pia pedém otav n Sidyvewon evdg voonuarog sivai
nepioocotepo mbavn ota droua rnov avikouvv oe Kdnoia
A Kdnoleg and 1§ KAtnyopieg ToL PHENETOUEVOL TPOO-
Siopio. 21 Fuxvd, n yvodon 1 éva dropo £xel KArolo
XAPAKTNPIOTIKOG, MoL MmoTeVetal Ot anotedei npoadiopi-
OTN NG CLXVOTNTAG TOL PENETWUEVOL VOONUATOG, EMN-
pedzel t 81ayVOOTIKA MPocEyyion Kal 10 arnotéAeoud
ng Siayvwonkng Siadikaciag.??

2& PeNETeG «aoBevdV-paptdp®V» Mov Mpayuatonoln-
Onkav oto napenBov yia t Sigpedvnon tng ox£ong g
AAYNG avTICLANNMTIKGOV S10KI®V Kal TN cLXVOTNTAG TNG
@AeBikng BpduBwong Kal tg nvevpovikng euBoing, Sia-
motaOnke 61 og éva Nocootd TV YLVAIKOV N 814y vem-
on 1ng eAeBikng OpduBwong Kal Tng NMVeLHOVIKAG epBo-
ANG éyive, eneibn ol 1atpoi vrontevOnkav oxéon petald
NG AAYNG avTICLAANMTIIKOV S10KI®V Kal Tov voonua-
106.23 O1 pedéteg avtég obnynoav oe LIIEPEKTIPUNON TNG
HENETOUEVNG OXEONG.

4.2.2 Xvornuartiko o@edAua napamounng - 2uornua-
1IKG opdAua tov Berkson. Zvotnpatiké o@ddpa emio-
VNG propei eniong va npokOWe! oTiG PENETEG «A0BEV®V-
HaptipwU», Otav 0 PEASTOREVOS NANBLopdG anoteneital
andé voonNAevdpevad Ce VOOOKOUEia dropa. ZInv rMepi-
MI®OoN ALTA, pid CNUAVIIKA MNYA CLOTNUATIKOV CEAN-
parog sival n Suvoavdnoyn NAPANOUNN TWV MEPINTOCEDYV
(referral bias) ota voookopeia tpitoBabag (nepipepeiakd,
eknaiSevtikd, navemotnpakd) kair SsvtepoBdbuiag @po-
vtibag vyeiag (vopapxiakd). To ocvotnpatkéd cedipa
nnydzel ané m Svcavdnoyn emAoyN TV acBevodv and
1a 8i1dgopa enineda tov VOCONOYIKOL @ACHATOS TOUL
voonuparog.? Zta navemotnpiakd voookopeia, 4rnov
MPAYUATONOIOVVTAl Kal 01 NEPICOOTEPES NEAETEG, NAPA-
néunovtal Katd kavova acBevei¢ tov onoiov n Katd-

otaon vyeiag givar Bapvtepn.

K. MEAAQY ka1 A. ZTTAPOZ

"Evag dAhog t0nog cvotnuatikod o@dAparog €mo-
VNG, OTIG HENETEG «ACOEVAOV-HapTOP®U», HE UEAETOUEVO
nAnBvopd voonAsvduevoug acBeveig eival 1o ovotnua-
TIKO o@ANUA £10ay®YNG 010 voooKopeio (admission-rate
bias) n nAdvn n napd&oo tov Berkson,® nov spgavize-
a1 6tav n ovxvdtnta voonnheiag givalr 81aQopeTIKN ue-
1afV opddwv nov S1aEépouvy WG NMPOg TO UEAETWUEVO
npoodiopiotni 1 10 véonpa.’?%?* H onpaoia tov cvotn-
HatkoV o@eANPATOg ALTAG NG Katnyopiag eivail 181aite-
PN OTIG HENETEG «A0BEVAV-UApTOP®Y» MOV APOPOVV CE
voonuara ondvia N voonpara os NpoxXopnpévo otddio,
1a onoia sival 8bokoNo va penetnbodv og pn voonhevod-
pevoug nAnBuvopovg.!?

4.2.3. Xvortnuariko oedAua dpvnong CUUUETOXNG OTN
peN€rn. ‘Otav avtol Mov CLPPETEXOLV OE pId UENETN
«aoBevdV-uaptopmv» Siagépouvv and ekeivouvg nov ap-
volvTdal TN CLPPETOXN TOLVG O ALTNA, £10AYETAl CLOTNUA-
11KS o@dnua dpvnong oLPPETOXNG (non-response bias)
ot pedémn. ‘Exel BpeBel du o1 kanviotég sivar Aiydtepo
mOavd va emotpéPouv Ta £pWINHATOASYIA MOV TOUG
éxovv otalei oe oxéon pe TOLG pn Kanviotég.?? Eniong,
1a noAvdoxoda dtopa cuxvd apvolvidl va CUUUETAOXOLY
™G «UAPTLPEG» O HIA PENETN «ACHEVAOV-PAPTOP®U».

5. LY THMATA X OAAMATA MAHPO®OPIAL

Ta ovotnuatkd ocedapara nanpogopiag (information
biases) eicdyovtal otn peAétn, dtav n nAnpo@opia mov
OULANEYETAl OXETIKA UE TNV KATNyopia tov rnpocdiopiotn,
v ékBaon 1 Kai ta &vo sivar eapanpévn.’3-1°’Otav 10
HEAETAOUEVO XAPAKINPIOTIKS gival Molotikd, To o@diua
€xel1 ¢ anotéAeopa kdarnola dropa va tonobembovv oe
AdBog katnyopia. Ztnv nepint@on avtA, T0 CLOTNUATIKO
o@dhpa nanpogopiag anoteAsi Svotafivépnon (misclas-
sification). H éktaon tg Svotaivéunong e€aptdrar and
v evaioBnoia (sensitivity) kai v e18ikdétnta (specificity)
g pebdédov mov xpnoipornolgitar yia v taivéunon
TV atépmv, Kabadg Kal and tn oxXeTIKN ouxvdTNtd TOL
npoodiopioti Kai tov voonupatog.” H svaiobnoia kai n
e181kétnTa g Pebddov ekpdzovv tnv mbavdnta éva
dtopo Mov avikel Og PId CLYKEKPIPEVN KAtnyopia tou
rnpooSiopioth Kai tov voonparog va tafivounBei oe avti
NV Katnyopia kai 6xi1 oe AAAn.

H Svotafivépnon tov atdpwv pnopei va agopd oto
HeAETOUEVO npoodiopiotn, oto véonua n Kair ota 8o
kai 8iakpivetal, avdhoya pe tov 1pdno ep@Aviong Ing,
ot 8iagpopikn (differential misclassification) kair otn pn
S1agpopikn (non-differential misclassification) Svota&ivé-
pnon. H un Siagopikn Svotafivéunon tov npoodiopioth
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Sev oxetizetal pe v napovoia N arnovoia Tov Voonua-
10¢g, eved n Siagopikn Svotafivéunocn tov sivar Siagope-
TIKN y1a TOUG VOOOUVIEG Kal S1Aa@QOpPETIKA yid TOLS Un
vooovvteg. Eniong, n Svota§ivéunon tov voonuparog &i-
val un 8iagopikn otav gv Siapépel petall 1oV Kain-
YOPIAV TOL NPoadlopiotn, eved otnv aviiBetn nepintwon

sival Siagopikn.

5.1. O1 ouvéreleg NG HIBPOPIKNG
Kot TG pn diaopikng duoTaivounong

H 8iagopikn Svotalivépnon tov npocdiopiotn n tov
VOONPATOG UMNopel £iTe va LNEPEKTINNOE] EITE VA LIIOEKTI-
pNoel pia oxéon Kai 1o pEyeBog ToL CLCTNUATIKOV OEAN-
patog nov g1odyetal otn penétn givar Svokono va alo-
AoynBei.” AvtiBeta, n pn Si1agpopiki Svotaivéunon, nov
ennpedzel KGBe embnpioNoyikn peAétn os kdmnoio Bab-
pé,4 obnyei os nepiocdtepo npoBAEwipa cvotnpatkd
o@dipara. Av o npocodiopiotng éxel 8o pdvo kartnyo-
pieg, n un Siagopikn Svotafivéunon tov odnyei os vno-
EKTIUNON TNG PEAETOUEVNG OXEONG, VA AV £XEl NEPIO-
odtepeg and Vo karnyopisg, eivar mBavd va odnynoel
Kal O LNEPEKTIUNON, avdioya He TIS KATNYOPIES OTIg
oroieg 1a dropa éxovv Svotafivounbei. Ztnv nepintowon
avtn, eivalr Svvard va av€nBei nAacpankd to péyebog
g oxéong og Kdnoleg and 1g evlidueoceg KATNYOPIEG.
Av 8gv vndpxel oxéon petalt tov npoodilopiotn Kal Ing
oLXVATNTAG TOL VOONUATog, TOTe n pn Si1agopikn Svorta-
&ivéunon tov npoodiopiot &gv Ba g10dyel cuoTnpATIKG
o@dApa otnv eKktipnon tng oxéong,’?sv® otnv nepintw-
on mnov vndpxel pn Siagopikn Svotaivéunon Kai tov
rnpoo810pIoTA Kal TOL VOONUAtog, n oxéon Oa LNoekTi-
pdran

5.2. MNopadeiyuaTa GLOTNUATIKOD CYAALOTOG
TANPOYOPIOG OTIG PEAETEG KOOPTOV

2T1G HENETEG KOOPTAV, S1agopikn Svotaflvounon prno-
pel va npokOYPe1 otnv Mnepintoon nov n mbavdétnta g
S1dyvmong gvég voonuatog sivar peyandtepn otn pia
and g &Yoo katnyopieg 1oL NMPoodioplcTA. Ze PeAETES
KOOPTI®V yia TNV €KTipnon tng oXéong Ing KAnviopdarti-
KNG ouvnBelag Kal mg ouxvotntag ToL EUQLONPATOS
via napddeiypua, eivar mBavd 1o gpgdonua va avayveo-
pizetal CLXVOTEPA OTOVG KAMVIOTEG OE OXEON HE TOLS PN
kanviotég. Avtd ovpBaivel eneidn o1 1arpoi avazntodv
nepioodtepo 81e€obikd TV napovoia voonuarog Tov ava-
MVELOTIKOV OTOLG KAMVIOTEG, AOY® NG Yyvmotng BAarti-
KNG £nidpaong Tov Kanviopdarog otny avarnveLoTIKA AEl-
Tovpyia.
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O Sackett nepiéypawe 1o napandve oedipa og Sia-
yvooTikn peponnyia (diagnostic bias),’? adAAd, os avrti-
Beon pe ta Siayvwotikd ocedApara otg PENETES NG
XPAONG avTICLAANMTIKOV S1oKiwv Kal OpouBospBoinig,
Sev anotedei cvotnpatké cEdnpa emAOYNg, apov ep-
@avizetal petad atépwv nov avnkouvv N8N OTo PENET®-
pevo nAnBuopd.?? Tapdda avtd, o1 opoidtnieg petald
KAIOoI®V CLOTNUATIKOV CEAAIAT®V EMAOYNAG KAl KAMOoInY
opadpdtwv Siagopikng Svotaflvéunong sivar onpavti-
KEG.

[Mnyn pn Siagopikng Svotafivéunong otig pedéteg
KOOPTOV arnoteNel n cuvNONG MPAKTIIKA TOV £PELVNTAOV
va gvoriolovV opIoPEVEG and TIG APXIKEG KATNYOPIES TOL
voonparog, dtav avtég nepinauBdvouv Alya dropa. Me
oV Tporno avtdv embidwkovv tnv avnon tng axkpiBeiag
g penéing, oe Bdpog tng eyrupdtntag. Kan avdanoyo
ovvéBn otn pedétn tng teparoyoévov Spdong tov @ap-
pdaxov Bendectin 2”2 Aéywm touv nepiopiopévouv apiBpod
naibicdv nov yevvnbnkav pe yevetukn BAGBn (35 nai-
61d), n ékBaon nov peAemBnKe NTav n napovoia A pn
vevetkng BAABng ka1 6x1 o KABe tOrog yevenukrng BAG-
Bng xwpiotd. To o@dnpa, otnv npokeipévn nepintoon,
MPOKUVMTEl and 1o Yeyovog 4Tl kavéva tepatoyovo @dp-
paxko 8ev nporadei 6Aeg g yevenukég BAGBeg, ondte n
anotuxia avevpeong oxéong NTtav anotéAsoua Kardra-
&ng omv i8ia opdda yeveukdv BAaBdv nov oxetizo-
vtav Kal yevetkdv BAaBodv nov Ssv oxetizoviav pe 10
OULYKEKPIPEVO @dppaxro. Asntopepéotepn avdlvon oV
anoteAeoudtov £6e1€e 10xLvpn oxéon petad Tov cLuyKe-
KPIMEVOL @ApUAKOL KaAl TNG OLXVOTNTAG TOV KAPSIAKDdV
VeveTKodV BraBodv.

5.3. NMapadeiypata cLOTNPATIKOD OPAALOTOS
TTANPOQOPIaG OTIG PEAETES «aOBEVMV-UAPTOPWV»

5.3.1. XepdAua avdrinong. 'Evag ocuxvdg tonog ovu-
otnpankoV o@dAparog nAnpogopiag sivar 1o oc@dnpa
avdkAnong (recall bias), nov spgavizetar étav n nAnpo-
@opia oxetnikd pe tov npoodlopiotn AauBdvetar pe ™
oLVEVTELEN TV ATOU®YV TOL HEAETOUEVOL NANOLOHOV
petd tnv gp@dvion tov voonpartog. O1 voooldvieg Kail ol
«pdprupeg», €€ opiopov, Siagépouvv doov agopd otnv
suneipia ToVg Kal T YVAOEIG TOVS WG MPOS TO UEAET®-
pevo véonpua, pye anotédsopa avtn n Siagopd va ennped-
zel, og dAdote dAho Babud, tnv avdkinon.’? ‘Exel, eni-
ong, Bpebei 61 10 Xpovikd Sidotnpa nov pecohaBei pe-
1a¥ ng ékBeong Kal Tng avdkAnong anoteAsi onpavii-
K6 npoodiopioti tng avBevukdntdg ng.?? Katd ocvvé-
reia, peN€teg Orov o pEcog Xpdvog rnov pecoaBei eivail
81a@QOopeTIKAG OTOLG VOOOUVIEG Kal 81a@OpeTIKAG OTOVG
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«udptupes», sival mBavéd va spgavicovv Siagopikn Su-
otafivéunon.

Na napddeiypa, otng penéreg Onov PEASTOVTAl VEO-
YVd pe YEVETIKEG avmdpadisg, n ninpogopia AapBdvetal
pe oLvévievén TV PNTépmv PeTd tov toketd. ‘Exer Bpe-
Bel 611 01 untépeg naibidv nov yevvnbnkav pe coBapég
VEVETIKEG avmpadisg Bupodvtal pe peyanitepn akpiBeia
ovpBdvta katd tm 8idpkela TV MPATOV UNVOV NG
gykupgooLNg, ON®S N ANYPN QAPUAK®OV X®PIS cuvIayo-
ypdenon, ene1én n avemBvuntn ékBaon tng eyKLHOOV-
vng Asitovpyel wg gpébiopa yia t pntépa, €101 dote va
oke@tel nepiocdtepo 81e€obikd g mbavég aitieg (Untpi-
kK6 opdApa avdkAnong, maternal recall bias).303!

To o@dipa avdkinong anotenei Siagopikn Svota-
&ivounon ka1 Siagéper andé tn cvvnBn Svokonia va Ou-
unBei Kdmnolog cvuBdvta tov napenBoéviog, nov agopd
oe 6Aa ta dropa oe xkdrnoio BaBud kar obnyel oe un
Siagopikn Svotalivépnon.

5.3.2. Jvornuariké opdAua tng KolvwVviKNng arobo-
xng¢. ‘Eva napdbsiypa pn Siagopikng Svotafivépnong
oe PENETEG «aoBevdV-uaptipmv» gival 1o oLOTNHATIKO
o0@AApa TG KOIWMVIKAG anodoxng (unacceptability bias).
2Zuxvd, ta drtopa Tov peNeI®pevoL nAnbuopov, aveldp-
nta £dv ndoxouvv N Ox1 and 1to HENETOUEVO voonua,
aArnaviovV OTI§ EPWTNCEIS OXETIKA LE TO HENETWUEVO TMPOC-
S1op10TA pe TOV NEPICCOTEPO KOIVMVIKA arnoSeKtd 1pdro.

2e peNéteg yia 1o éuepaypda tov puokapdiov, dnov o
HENETOUEVOG MPoobIopIoTAG gival n kKatavdiAmon Tpo-
NG LYPNANG MEPIEKTIKOTNTAG OE KOPECHEVA AITN, 01 GLU-
petéxovieg eival mBavd va pnv ava@épouvv v Kata-
VANGOoN TPOPAG LYNNANG MEPIEKTIKOTNTAS OE AN, ene1idn
motevouvy On Slaiteg XaAuUnAAG MepIeKTIKOTNTAG £ival
nep1ocotePo anobeKTéG and 1oV gpevVNTA.

6. H ENNOIA TOY LYIXYTH

H opBn epunveia tov anotedeocpdiov piag eménpio-
NoyIKNG penéing npoilnoBétel n Karavoun tov efwye-
VOV MpoodloploTtdv™ Tng ouXVATNTAG TOL VOONUATOS vad
gival napopola otig CLYKPIVOUEVES KATNYOPIES TOL TMPOOC-
Siop1ot.# " Otav évag e€wyeving npoodiopiotig éxel Sia-
(POPETIKA KATAVOUN OTIS CLYKPIVOUEVEG KATNYOPIES TOL
npoodlopioTN, To PETPO OXEONG MOV LIIOAOYIZETAI CLY-
xéetal N, adNKG, 10 e€WYEVEG XAPAKINPIOTIKG AroteNe]
OLYXULIN TNG HENETAOUEVNG OXEONG.

* O efwyevig npoobiopiotng (extraneous determinant) vnodnAwver 61l
n npoBAenukdinta yia tn ouxvéinta Tov Voonparog nepidapBavel
éva pnxaviopd Siagopetiké and avtév nov pederdran’4

K. MEAAOY kai A. ZITAPOZ

O1 ocvyxvtég odnyolv eite o vNEPEKTIPNON gite og
LIOEKTIUNON Tng oxéong, avddoya pe tnv KarevOvvon
NG OX£0Ng TOL CLYXLIN HE TOV MPOCSIoPICTA KaAl Tn
penetdpevn ékBaon.’® To ocvotnpatiké o@diupa mnov ei-
odyetral ot PeNétn and TNV napovoia evog oLYXLTN
uropei va sivail 181aitepa peyddo Kai n npayuartikn Ka-
tevBvvon piag oxéong pnopesi akdpya kKai va avtoipa-
@el.??’Eva xapakmpiotikd, SnAadn, nov «rnpooctareVen»
and tnv gpedvion TOL VOoNUATog, urnopei va Bewpnbel
napdyovtag kKiwvdvvov yia 1o véonua avtd A Kal avri-
otpoa. ZVYXvon UMopel va ep@aviotel o pia PeNétn,
axdpa Kai 4tav o PENEIWPEVOS NPocdlopliotng Sev oxe-
tizetal pe tn ovXVAINTA TOL VOONPATOG. ZTNV MPOKEIPE-
vn MNePINI®on, 10 cLOTNUATIKG oPAAPA NPOKVMITEl and

™ oxéon petafV npoodiopioTn Kal CLYXLTA.

6.1. Ta KPITAPIO EVOS CUYXUTH)

‘Eva xapaxkmpiotikd (ovyyevég, nepiBandoviiké i
OLUNEPIPOPAS) ANOTEAE] CLYXVLTNA TNG OXEONG TOL PEAE-
TAOUEVOL MPoob10pIoTA PE TN oLXVATNTA TOL VOONUATOG,
étav nanpoi tpia Kpitpia.

1o kpitripio. O cvyxving amnotehei npoobiopio (N
napdyovta Kivédvov) tng ouxvotntag ToL VOONUATOS
1600 oToULg eKTeBEINEVOLG OO0 KAl OTOLG Un eKTeOeIE-
VOoug.

To npdTO KPITNPIO MOV NPENEl va NANpPoi £évag ouyxv-
TG eival va oxetizetar pe ™ penetopevn €kBaon
(outcome), tn cuvxvdinta, SnAadn, ToL VOCNUATOS OTIG
aItioNoyIKEG PeNéteg, 1000 otovg ekteBeipévoug doo Kal
otoug un skteBeipévoug. "Evag nepiopiopds, doov agopd
otov opIopd Tov ovyxuin, pe Bdon to Kpitnplo avtod,
eival 611 n oxéon 1oL MBOavoL CLYXVLTA HE Tn cLXVATNTA
oL voonuarog 8ev mpénel va nnydzel SeLIEPOYEVAG
and tn oX€on TOL HE TO PENEIWUEVO MPooSIopIoTA.

Ag vnoteBeil 411 n oLXVN KATAVANGON UIipAg OXeTize-
Tal pe v Katavddemon mitoag Kal 01l n Karavdioon
urnipag anotedei npoobioploti g cuXVATNTAG TOL Kap-
Kivou tov opBov. Apxikd, pnopei va BewpnBei 61 n ka-
tavdAwon nitoag anoteAei cLYXLTA, POV OXeTizeTal KAl
He T oLXVATNTA TOL VOONUATOS KAl UE TOV MPoodlopl-
ot. Eneibn dpwg n xaravdhmon Mitoag oxXetizetal Ue m
ouvxvdTnNTa 1oL Kapkivou tov opbov, pdvo Sesvtepoye-
VG, péom tTng ox£ong Ing Pe TNV KatavdAwon Hripag,
S8ev anotedei cvyxvTN.

H ek tov npotépwv yvodon Siabpauartizel onpavuko
pSAo oTnV eKTiPNON ¢ 0X£0NG TOV CLUYXVLTA PE TN Ue-
Aetdpevn £kBaon, KABDE Kal 0TV EMAOYN TOV XAPAKTN-
PICTIKOV ekeivmv 1ov rnpénel va e€ovbetepwboiv. ‘Eotw
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pia peNétn tng ékBeong oe apiavio Kal Tng cuXvOTNTAg
TOL KApKivou tov nveduova, otnv onoia &gv naparnpei-
1a1 oxéon petadv tov Kanvioparog (mMOavdg cLYXLTAG)
Kal Tng oLXVATNTAG TOL KAPKIVoL Tou nmvevpova evidg
twv emnédwv tng ékBeong. Ta 6eSopéva, Snnadn, tng
OULYKEKPIPEUNG PEAETNG BEV CLUEP®UOVY PE TNV €K TV
MPOTEP®V Yv@on ATl N KAMVIOUATIKA cuvnBela anoteAei
npood10pIoTA TNG CLXVOTNTAG TOL KAPKIVOL TOL NMVEVHO-
va. H anovoia tng oxéong ota 8sbopéva Sgv onpaivel
461 1o Kdnviopa 8ev anoteNel CLYXLTN TNG UEAETOUEVNG
oxéong. Elvai mBavd, opiopévor and tovg emnAéov kap-
Kivoug otnv opdda twv Bapid sktebsipévov va opsino-
VTal ArokAEIoTIKA Kal pOvo OTO KAMviopd Kal n EéANEIpn
oxéong petafd kanviopankng cvvnbeiag kair cuxvoin-
Tag TOL KAPKivou Touv mvevpova va o@sidstal og pn
HeTpnpévn cLyYxXLON.

Av ka1 n e€wyevng nAnpoopia oXeTKA Ye v mna-
povoia A anovoia piag oxéong LIEPIOXVE] TNG MANPOPO-
piag nov nepiéxetal ota Sedopéva, ovvnbwg otnv nNpdén
efval avenapkng n aképa xair sopaipévn. [ avtd, oe
MOANEG MEPINTAOOEIG, 01 gpevvntég Baoizovtalr ota &ebo-
péva touvg yia va npoadiopicovv tnv npoBisntikn afia
TV MOBAVOV CLYXLTOV.

20 kpitnpio. O GLYXVLING OXETIZETAI PHE TO HENETDUEVO
npoodiopioth otov NANBVOUS-TINYA.

lNa va Bswpnbei éva xapakinpioTIKO ®G CLYXLIAG
piag oxéong, Oa npénel eniong va oxXetizetal Pe to peNe-
TAOUEVO MPocdlopIcTh 6Tov NANBLOUS-NNYNA KAl N oXéon
avtn va pnv nnydzel 8sutepoyevads and tn oxXEon Ueta-
€0 npooSiopiotn Kalr cuxvATNTAG TOL VOONUATOG.

211G HENETEG KOOPT®V, N oxéon uetalL npoodiopiotn
Kal oLYXULTN MPENEl va veiotatal and tnv apxn g re-
p1660v napakoAoVBNoNg Kal n eKIINON TG CLYXLTIKAG
N pn enibpaong evdg xapaxktnpioTtikoL yivetalr pe Bdon
ta S1aBéoipa 8eSopéva tng penéng, xwpic va e€aprdrai
and v vEIoTduevn yv®on. Z1¢ HeNETeg «acBevadv-
HAPTOP®U», N OXEON TOL OULYXULIN HUE TO UENEIWUEVO
rnpoodiopiotn Mnpérnel va gival napovoa otov nAnBuopd-
nnyn an’ énov nponiBav o1 MepPITOOEIS TOL VOONUATOG.
Eneibn Spwg afiomotn e€wyevng ninpogopia, oXetkd
HE TNV mnapovoia A pun oxéong otov nAnBuoud-nnyn,
ondvia sivar 8iabéoiun, katd kavdéva n napovoia tng
oxéong ektipdral pe Bdon tov nAnBuvopd twv «uaptod-
PWV», MOV anoteNel vnokardotaro Tov NANBVoREV-MNYN,
pe v npoinéBeon o6n givar apketd peydnog Kai ot
Sev vndpxel ovoTnUAtTikG o@dApa emAOYNG. Ztnv mnpd-
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€n, Aomdv, Kal ong PENETEG «acBsvdV-paptip®u», n
eKTipnon tov 8gVTEPOL KPITNpiov Tov cuyxutn Bacizetal
ota 8iabéoipa ebopéva Kal 6x1 oTNV €K TOV MPOTEPHOV
yvaoon.

3o kpitripio. O cuyxung 8ev anoteel evidueco otd-
610 otov aimakd pnxaviopd petafd npoodiopioth Kai
€kBaong (peNetdpevo véonua).

KdBe xapaxtnpionikd rnov aroppéel and 10 HENETWHE-
vo npoacbiopioth Kai anotenel evdidueco otdbio otov ai-
11aKkS pnxaviopd nov ovvdéel tov npoodlopioTn Kal To
véonpua, nAnpoi 1g napandve Vo npoinobéceig, poho-
vén 8ev anotedei cuYXLTN TNG HEAETAOUEVNG OoxEong. 121333
H tpitn npobnéBeon 1kavonoisital étav o mbBavdg cuy-
XLTING eival napadv npiv and tnv napovoia tov npocdio-
PIOTA KaAl TNV €u@AvIon TOL VOONUATOG. ZTnv aviifein
nepintoon, anaiteitalr nAnpo@opia ekidg twv SeSopé-
vov yia va SiamotwBei av nAanpoltal n éx1 10 CLYKE-
KPIMEVO KPITApI1o, av vndpxel, SnAadn, aimakoég unxavi-
opég nov obényei and tov npocdiopiot N 1o véonua
otov mBavd cuyxuLIA.

Av, via napddsiyua, n Siaita vYNANG MEPIEKTIKOTN-
1ag og Kopeopéva Ainn odnyei oe vwnAd enineda xapn-
Ang nukvotntag Ammornpoteivng (LDL) oto aipa xai n
vynAn LDL o8nyei oe aBnpookAnpwon, tdte 10O £rine-
60 xapnAng mnukvotntag Amonpoteivng oto aipa Ba
oxetizetal 1éoo pe n Siaita (npoocdiopiotng), dco Kai
e tnv aBnpookAnpwon (véonpa). INapdha avtd, n LDL
Sev anotedei cvyxvmn tng oxéong petald Siaitag kai
aBnpookAnpwong, agol arnoteNel cLVENEIA TOL TPOOC-
S1opiot ka1 evbidueco otddio petalt npoodiopioth Kai
voonparog.’?

7. LYMIEPAZMA

H yvdon tov cuotnuatik®v 6@antpdtov nov cuxvo-
TEPA LMEICEPXOVTIAl OTIS AITIONOVIKEG £MENUIONOYIKES
HeNETEG, KABMG Kal Tov peBoSmv nov prnopoldv va xpn-
olponoinBovv yia tn Yeimon TV o@ANIdT®OV avtdv, £i-
vai 181aitepa onpaviikn yia tnv avdntoén tng KPITKNAG
OKEPNG TO®V MOTNPUOV®OV LYEIAG Kal Th XpAon Tov gu-
pNudtev £YKLpmv penetdv otnv npdén. [NapdAAnia, katd
m Sie€ayoyn piag eménpuioAoyVIKNG PeAétng, Oa npénel
o gpevvntng va 81aBétel to katdAAnAo BewpnTikS LVIO-
Babpo yia v ano@uyn 1@V CLCTNHATIKOV CEAAPATOY
Kal TNV Napay®yn £YKLUP®V ANMOTEAECUATOV.
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Systematic errors in etiological epidemiological studies
K. MELLOU, L. SPAROS
Laboratory of Clinical Epidemiology, School of Nursing, University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2005, 22(2):199-207

Measurement error refers to deviations between the estimated and the true value of a (biological) variable,
which are not caused by mistakes. In epidemiological studies, errors are classified into random and systematic
and the three categories of systematic error are selection bias, information bias and confounding. Selection
biases result from procedures used to select the study population and from factors that influence study
participation or participation in a specific group of the study. In cohort studies, these errors occur when
participation is associated with the outcome under study and in case-control studies when participation is
associated with the determinant. Information biases are introduced in a study when collected information
regarding the category of the determinant, the outcome, or both is distorted. When the characteristic under
study is qualitative and error leads some persons to be included in a wrong category, the bias is a misclassifi-
cation. Finally, confounders are the external determinants of the frequency of the disease that are associated
with the determinant under study and are not intermediate steps in the causal mechanism between the
determinant and the disease. As opposed to selection and information biases, confounders can be controlled
during both study design and data analysis.

................................................................................................................................................................................
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