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Euneipia qapakoﬂooengnc uoegvd)v
OTO I0TPEI0 AVTINNKTIKAG AYWYNAC

TKOMOZ H cucthUATIKA NAPAKOAoUONncon, and £EEISIKEUMEVO IATPEIO, O-
GOEVWV NOU unopANNOVTaI OE AVTINNKTIKA aywynh gival 81E6vME anode-
KTA. Mg okono va SIEPEUVACOUE TNV OINOTEAECHATIKOTNTA TOU IATPEIOU
OVTINNKTIKAG AYWYNG, W¢ NPOC To €UPo¢ (INR), KO TIC ENINAOKEG, MEAE-
TABNKOAV 01 NOPAKOAOUBOUHUEVOI OICOEVEIG OTO 10TPEIO TOU KEVTPOU HaG.
YAIKO-MEGOAOY To 10TPEIO AVTINNKTIKAG OYWYNAE APXICE Th AEITOUPYIO TOU
TO 1984 e 30 aoOeveic, onuepa 8 napakoAoudouue 850. To GUVOAO na-
POKONOUBOUMEVWV OICOEVWV TO 1998 Atav 578. AITIEG EQUPMOYAC QVTI-
NNKTIKAG OYWYNAG: NPOCOETIKEG BANBISEG 371, KOANIKA HOPHOPUYA 93,
Banpidondaeesisq 24, OPOUBWOEIC 59, KANPOVOMIKA BpoupowIdia 11, ni-
KTntn 15, KURCEIG 5. H napakoAouenon and to Iatpeio nepInappavel An-
Un AENTOMEPOUG ICTOPIKOU, KAOOPIGMO EUPOUG OVTINNKTIKAG AYWYNAG, EP-
YOoTnpIoKO EREYX0 LE 2 avTidpaothpia 8pouponaactivng (ISI: 1,0-1,03)
KOl aKOAoUBwE pUOMION TNE AVTINNKTIKAG OYWYNRG. ZTOUCG OI0OEVEIC Xopn-
YEital g18IKA KApTa napakoAouenong Kai BIBAIO 0dnyiwv yia Toug napd-
YOVTEG NOU €NNPEAZOUV TNV AVTINNKTIKA aywyhA onwg n S10Tpon, ta
OAPMOKO, Ol XEIPOUPYIKEG KOI OSOVTIOTPIKEG ENEPRBACEIC, h KUNoN. TO €U-
POG-GTOX0CE TNE AVTINNKTIKAG OYWYAG(INR) Atav 2,5-3,5 yI0 NPOCOETIKEG
BaABRIdEG, aPTNPIOKG MOOXEUMATA, UNOTPONA NVEUMOVIKAG EMROANG, U-
notponn OAERIKAG 6pOUBWONG, 2,0-3,0 VIO KOANIKA MAPUOPUYA, EV T
Bdi6EI (PAERIKA OPOUBWCN, NVEUUOVIKA EMROAN, EMPPAYUa Kail 2,0-2,5 yia
nPOANYN tTnG €V TW BAOEI GAERIKAC OPOUBWONG. TO AVTINNKTIKA NOU Xpn-
CIMOMNOINONKAV ATAV OI0EVOKOUUAPOAN (90%) Kai Bap@apivn (10%), HE R
XWPIC oCUVSUACHO acmIPivng Kal o€ EISIKEC NEPINTWOEIC hnapivn HIKPOU
MopiakoU Bapoug. ANIOTEAEZIMATA H Méon GUXVATNTO TOU EQYACTNPIOKOU
€AEYXOU KOl TNG PUBMIONE TWV OCOEVWV UNOAOYIZOEVN OTO £T0C RTAV O-
V@ 3 eBSOUASEG, LE SIOKUUAVOEIG and 1-5 EBSOUASES. O BEPANEUTIKOG
0TOX0C ATOV ENITUXNAG OTO 68-71%, TWV ACOEVWV. To £Tog 1998 avantu-
XOnkKav 8 6poUBWOEIC UE INR MIKPOTEPO TOU BEPANEUTIKOU EUPOUG, 14 alI-
Moppayieg ue INR EYORUTEPO Kal 2 ME GUVSUAOUO acmipivng. Ta anote-
Agopatda Jag, GUYKPIVOUEVO HE Ta S1EOVA dedouéva, Eival IKavonointi-
K@. ZYMMNEPAZMATA H gmituxit Thg QVTINNKTIKAG aYwYNng eEaptatal and tn
GUVENEIO TOU 0I0OEVOUG KOI Th GTEVA GUVEPYOGIO TOU ME TOV UNEUOUVO
TOU IATPEIOU AVTINNKTIKAG AYWYAG, JE OKONO Th MEIWON TWV OPOUBWOE-
WV KOl TOV OIJopPayIdV. 0Aa autd emituyxavovtol 6€ opyavauéva 10-
TPEIO AVTINNKTIKAG OYWYNAG, NOU €ival avaykn va Snuioupyneouv Kol vol
KOTAVEMNOOUV ava th Xwpad.
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Experience of monitoring patients
in anticoagulant therapy

Abstract at the end of the article

A€§z1g gvpenpiov

Avudpdosig
AvTINNKIIKA ayoyni
AvTinnkrikS 1atpeio

Ta terevtaia xpdvia, pe nonv kand oxediacpgveg pe-
Néteg kabopiotnke n dpiotn €viaon Tng AVIIINKIIKAG a-
yoynig, acfevdv nov vnoBdnnovral ¢’ avtiv eite yia ov-
VKEKPINEVO XpoviKGS Sidotnya eite e’ Spov zong.? H Sia-
TAPNOoN NG AVIIINKIKAS Ay®YAS Tov acBevadv ota eril-
Bupuntd snineSa eivar anotéAsopa MONA®V NAPAYOVImY

Snwg n Aiyn taviéxpova dAnwv @appdremv and tov a-
oBevii, o1 Siaitnuk€g Tov cvvnBeleg, anhd KLPImg n aglo-
mortia Tov epyactnplakol eNEYXOL TNG AVIIINKIIKAG a-
yoyng.? To 1948 o Wright, o apepikavég npwiondpog
OINV QVINNKIKA ayoyn and 1o otépd, CLUNEPAve yid

10 fuepayua tov pvokapdiov: Ssv apkel va toviotel 6-
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11 0 aoBeviig npénel va ndpel aviunnkikhi ayoyn. Or -
pwInoelg nov npénel va anavinBovv efvar: néon n 86-
on TOL AVIINNKUKOUV @apudkov, yia néon Sidpkela, rnoid
10 £0pOG TNG AVIIMNKIIKAG aymyrig Kal néco otabepd &i-
vat 1o e6pog autd Kard t Sidpxreia tng Beparneiag. And
MoANEG KAIVIKEG PeNéteg efval nhéov yvmotd ot, n and
TOL OTGUATOG AVIINNKIIKA aymyni efval ac@anig kai me-
PIOCSTEPO AMOTEAECUATIKA av o acBevrig Bpiokeral evidg
10V KaBopiopdumv y1I’ avtév BepareLTIk@V opimv yid mne-
pioodtepo ané 1o 70% tov xpévov Bepaneiag.® [Tépa-
oav and t6te apkrerég Sskastieg yia va @eBdoovps omn
10etia tov 80, nov dpxicav va cuzniobvial pe enefyovoa
popen ta npoBaripara tng noidntag eN§yxouv Tng avtl-
MNKUKAG aywynig. H emrtuxia ing avunnkukhig aywynig e-
Eaprdral and tn xopriynon tov KATdANNAOL AVIIINKIIKOV
@appdkov os 86on térola rnov va punv npokansi coBa-
PEg Ral smkivbuveg aipoppayieg, evad ouyxpdvmwg Sev -
mrpénel n Snpiovpyia BpduBwv 11 v enékraon twv ni-
6n oxnparniocpévev Kar and mv kabopiopgvn yia kKdOs
KAWVIKA nepimmon Sidpkeia kai sbpog Bepansiag. [a to
AGyo autd, sival avaykaio o pyactnplakdg EAeyXog Kal
n pvBuion va yiveral kai omn Xdpa pag os opyavopsva
1atpeia AVUINNKUKAG ayoyng, onwg yiverar omv Evpd-
nn kai 81ebvidg. O vnevBuvvog yiarpds twv 1atpeiny a-
VIIMNKIIKAG ay®yng MPENnel va Pnopei:

— va 8iayvdoel ka1 va avipetoniosl §ykaipa kKdOe ermi-

MAOKA TNG QVIINNKIKAG Ay®yNig,

— va sAéyxel tn pebodonoyia, ta xpnoiponoloVusva yia
KdBe péBobo avudpaotripia kai t NAeIrovpyia twv av-
TOpAT®V PNXavnpdriov nméng,

— va nAnpo@opsel Kal va eknaiSevel oLVEXDS TOLg a-
o0Beveig nov vnoBdNAoOVTAl GE AVIINNKIIKA Ay®yn.

Eivar ca@ég éu n cuvepyaocia acbevni-yiarpov sival o
akpoywviaiog ABog Tng emruxiag NG AVIINNKIKAG a-
YOYNG, Mpog S@enog tov xiiddwv acbevdv nouv vro-
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Bdnnovtar SN0 Kal MepIcOSIEPO OE AVIIMNKIIKA aymyni
1a tedevtaia xpévia.? H ovvexdg av€avougvn S1eBvmdg
£QAPHUOYA KOIWVAV MPOIOKONA®Y HE £@appoyn gviaiag
peBobonoyiag, eviaiov tpdrov €kEpacng TwV £pyactn-
PIAKAV anoteNecudtov Kal sviaiov odnyidv doov agopd
10 OI6XO0 TNG AVIINKIKAG aywyrig smBdAovv tn Snpi-
ovpyia e€e181keLPEVHOV 1ATPEIDY AVIITNKIIKAG Ay®yRg Kal
e€ayoynrig ané avtd cvunepacpdiov oe eOVIKS enine-
80.° Me okond va S1epeLVACOVUE TNV ANOTENECUATIKG-
INTA TOUL 1ATPeiOL AVIIMNKIIKAG ay®wyng, wg Mpog 10 €0-
pog tng avunnkukrig ayoynig (INR) kal tig emnAokég a-
né 1ug peraBongg tov Bepanevtikol eVpovg, pPeNeiOn-
Kav ol napakonovBoluevol acBeveig oro 1atpeio avrl-
MNKIKNAG ayoyrig tov Kévtpouv Aipodooiag kar Aipop-
POPINIKOV acBevidv tov Nocokopsiov pag yia 1o €rog

1998.

YAIKO KAl MEOOAOX

To 1atpeio dpxice tn Astovpyia tov 10 1984 pe 30 pévo a-
oBeveig, evd onpepa napakonovBovvrar oe avté 850 acBbe-
veig. H 8iakbpavon tov acBsvdv avd €rog @aiveral omnv €i-
kéva 1. Zdvono naparonovBolusvmv 1o §tog 1998 acBeviv
578, péong niikiag: 47+11,72 émn, 327 Gubpeg (56,66%), 251
yovaikeg (43,34%). An” avtodg, eixav wg aitia eQpapuoynig g
QUTINNKIIKAG ayoyng npooBetikég petanNikeg BanBideg kap-
81dg (aoprrig, pirpoe1olg i wikiég) 371 (64%), KOAMKA pap-
papoynii 93 (16,08%), BanBiSondOeieg (avendpkela 1 orévm-
on kapdiardv BanBibwv) 24 (4,15%), OpouBodoeig 59
(10,2%), ranpovouikn BpopBoenia 11 (1,9%), enikintn Opop-
Bopinia 15 (2,59%), kuriceig 5 (0,86%). O1 acBeveig napa-
néuebnkav oro 1arpeio and ug KAIVIKEG tov Noookopesiov pag
annd kar and dAda voookopesia tng xdpag, 18iaitepa ng e-
napxiag ensidni vnripxe Kakn pvbuion i anoppvBuion tng a-
VIINNKIIKAG ToLug ayoyng. H napakonotBnon nepinapBdver Ari-
Wn Aentopepovs 1atpikoy 10TopIKoY, yiverar kabBopiopds tov
€0pOULG TNG AVIIINKIIKAG aymyng, tTng 814pKe1ag TNG AVIIINKII-
KNAG aymyng (CLYKEKPIPEVO XpovIKS Sidotnpa 1 €@’ Spov zw-
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Eikéva 1. AiakGpavon apiBpot acBevav 1a-
TpeloL AVIINNKIIKAG aywynig, ta éin 1984-1999.
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g avddoya pe tnv ndbnon), epyactnplaksé ENeYxo XpEvou
npoBpopBivng pe auvtdpara pnxavipara niéng oe éKk@paon
INR (International Normalized Ratio=81e0vrig Seiking opano-
nofnong), pe 8Vo avudpaotripia OpopBoniactivng (ISI: 1,0-
1,03) (International Sensitivity Index==81e0vrig Seiking svai-
oBnoiag)’® ka1 akohovBwg p¥BuIoN TNG AVIINNKIIKAG ay®myng
avd pépa. ‘Onor o1 acBeveig svnpepdvoviav kartd v vap-
€n Ing avunnkuknig aymyng yia tig mbavég napevépyeleg tng
aywyrig, yia tn iatpo@ri Toug, Th Alyn dANGY @ApUdROV Kdal
v emkovovia pe 1o 1arpeio og 24wpn Bdon yia kdOes npd-
BAnpd tovg. Zrovg acbeveig xopnyeito 181K KGpTa naparo-
AovBnong nov avaypdgoviav ta aropikd tovg otoixeia, Siv-
Buvon, thépwvo, n ndbnon yia tnv onoia vnoBdAhovrar os
QVTINNKIIKA aywyn, 1o Bepansutiké epog g aywynig, 1o 1a-
1peio rnov touvg napakoNovBei, to anoréheopa g €€taong ex-
@paocpévo oe INR, n ovvictdpsvn Soconoyia tov avinnkii-
KoV @appdrov, n endpevn npepopnvia e€€raong. H kdpra av-
1 BonBovoe tov acBevin annd kai toug 1atpovg, otny Kanv-
TEPN AVIIPEI®MION TOV, O€ MEPIMIM®ON EMICKEYNS N E10AYOYNAS
TOL Ot ono1od1inote VOoOKOoUEeio. e GAoLg Tovg acbeveig xo-
pnyribnke andovorevpgvo BiBAio obnyidv yia tovg napdyo-
VIEG MOV £MNPedzoLV TNV AVIINNKIKA ayoyh dnwg n adénon
Beppokpaociag (kadowvag, kpvo), n Siatpoenl (Aaxavikd rai
@povta pe peydin nepiskukdinta os Birapivn K, nov avria-
Y®VIZETAl TO AVIINNKIIKG), Ta OLYXPSVKS AapBavdpeva napo-
S1kd i pévipa @ApUaka, ol HIKPEG A HEYANEG XEIPOVPYIKEG
ka1 oSovtiarpikeg enspBdoeig, n konon. To e6pog-ordxog Tng
avtunnkurnig ayoyig (INR) yia toug naparkonovBolusvoug a-
oBeveig nArav:

a. INR=2,5-3,5 yia npoobetkég BanBibeg, aptnpiakd po-
oxebpara, LIIOTPOIN NMVEVHOVIKAG euBonrig, vrnotponn @ie-
Birrig BpsuBwong,

8. INR=2,0-3,0 yia konmKr pappapoyn, v 1o Bd0s1 @aeBi-
KN BpduBwon, nvevpovikh spuBonn, ugpaypa,

y. INR=2,0-2,5 yia npSAnyn gv 1o Bd0s1 pneBikrig BpSuBum-
ong.®

Ta avunnkukd @dpupaxka rnov xpnoigonombnkav orovg a-
oBeveig eivar acsvokovpapdnn (Sintrom 4 mg) oe nocootd
90% ka1 Bapgapivn (Warfarin 5 mg) oe nocooté 10%, pe i

S0P

0P
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0P o

1%

K. MAPATKOZX kar ovv

xwpig ovvSvaoud aoripivng Kai os €161KEG MEPITIOOEIS NIaA-
pivn wiKkpoU popiakot Bdpoug.

AMOTEAEZMATA

H péon ouvxvdinta tov pyactnpiarol eA€yxoL Kal TN
pBOUIONG TwV acBsvdv vioAoyIZAPeVn oTo £T0g ATav a-
vd 3 eB8ouddeg, pe Siarkvpdvoelg and 1-5 eB8ouddeg
(a1, 2). O BepaneviikGg Or6X0¢ emtvyxdvorav oro
68-71% twv acBevdv enocing, eved 1o 10-12% tov a-
oBevdv ritav kdtw touv emBupntol ebpouvg (KivEuvog
BpouBwong) ka1 to 17-22% rtav ndve and 1o Oepa-
nevtikS ebpog (kivBuvog aipoppayiag). To €rog 1998
rnov peAsmbnrkav o1 acbeveic pag avémuav 8 Bpop-
Booeig (1,38%), ka1 16 aipoppayisg (2,78%). Avanuvr-
KA €yvav:

— 8 BpouBaoeig pe INR pirpsStepo 1ov Bepanesvtikos ev-
pouvg (1,38%),

— 14 aipoppayisg pe INR peyanstepo tov Bepansvtikot
ebpouvg (2,42%),

— 2 aipoppayieg pe ovvdvaops acmpivng (0,36%).

Ta nocootd pag avtd, cuykpivépeva pe ta S1ebvni Se-
Sopéva, kpivoviar ikavonointkd. >4

XYZHTHZH

2ta nnaiola tng napovoag epyaciag PeNEOnke n -
pneipia pag and mv napakonovbnon towv acBevdv orto
1aTpei0 AVIIINKIIKAG ay®ynig HE OTGXO TNV ArOTEAEoUA-
TIKSINTd TOL WG MPog 10 Bepanevtikd e6pog Kal TG €Mi-
nAoKES tng ayoyng. O apiBuds towv acBsvdv mov vrio-
Bdnnovral os avunnkukn ayoyn Baiver avfavdusvog a-
né €rog ot €rog (av€non to 1999 kard 32%, gvavi tov
1998). H atv€non avti anobibstar otnv ého kai nepio-
o6tepo avénon rai 61eBvdg Towv acBsvdv nov vrnoBdan-

Eikéva 2. Méon ouxvéinta epyactnpiakou &-

P !

1 ofis T i 1 ififs i

Néyxov aoBevdv 1atpeiov AVINNKIKAG ayw-

5 rfih.
yig, oc eB8opddeg.
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Aovial g QVIINKIKA ayoyn, oty adpatoddn avénon
Kdl OIn X@®pa Hag tov KapS10Xe1ipoupyikev enepBdoe-
v, oty adénon tov npocdSKipov emBimong mov cup-
Bdnel otnv avdntuén appuBuIdy, otnv KAAVTEPN Kal nAn-
péotepn Sigpevvnon towv BpopBospBorik@dv eneicobinv
(éneyxog BpopBo@iniag) kal ornv and tovg acBeveig S1d-
Soon tng Bnapéng opyavopévou 1atpeiov AVIIINKIIKAG
ayoyng. H svnpépwon tov acBevodv anotenei tov a-
Kpoywviaio AiBo tng emruxiag tng AVIIINKIIKAG Ay®-
yiig, npénel g va yiveralr katd v €vapén mg aywyrig
Kal va efvar ouvexnig yia va efvar anoteneoparnikn. H
oxéon &g 1a1pov Kal acBevols naizel onpaviiké poéno
oro va neiotef o Selrepog yia v epappoyn twv dial-
TNTIK@OV, QAPUAKEVTIKAV Kal AOIMOV odnyidv, He OKO-
né m peionon 1wV BpouBdocemv Kal TV alpoppayidv.
H ouvxvdinta tov egpyaoctinpiako’ eNéyxov tng avrinn-
KIIKAG ayoynig rAtav emnoing yia 1o 50% tov acBevidv
avd 3 eB8ouddeg, yia 10 22% avd 4 £B6ouddeg, yia 1o
6% avd 5 eBSouddeg, yia 1o 20% avd 2 eBSouddeg kai
via 10 2% avd 1 eB8opudda. To Bepansvtiké e6pog Tng
aymwyng emoimg, rtav svidg BepanevtikoV eBpovg Oto
68-71% 10v acBevodv, gvavil tov 60-70% 1oV dAA®V
penetodv.*® H 81eBvnig mpaktkn avagépel 6t n €mwv-
xia NG AVIINNKIKAG aymwynig eival acpanig Kal anorte-
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Asopatnkn av o aocBevrig Bpiokeral eviég twv Kabopi-
OpEVOV yI' autov BepaneLTiIkAY opimwv, yia NEPICOOTE-
po and 1o 70% tov xpdvov Bepaneiag.? And 1o 10-12%
TV aocBevadv nov emnoing Bpébnkav rkdtm touv Bepa-
nevtkoL e6pouvg, Siamordbnrav 8 BpopBidosig (Bapigg-
pérpisg-rinieg), nocootd 1,38%, gvavu 2,2-4,8% dndwmv
penetadv.*? Ané 1o 17-22% twv acbsvdv nov Bpédn-
Kav Kard tnv emoia napakonoBOnon ndve and 1o Oe-
panevtiké e6pog INR, SiamortdOnkav 16 aipoppayieg
(Bapiég-pérpieg-rinieg), nocootd 2,78% évavu 3,2-7,8%
dndwv pedetdv. ¥ H Snap&n avnpévev aipoppayidv
ASyw vnépBaong tov Bepansvtikob ebpouvg INR, ritav
anotéNeopa tng tavtéxpovng AYng aocnipivng 1 dAAmvV
@APUAR®VY, TNG UN CLUPSPEHMONG TWV ACBEVAY pE TIG
Oepanesvtikég obnyisg Kal Ing peydAng nAlKiag twv a-
oBsvdv. Zvunepaoparnkrd, sfval avaykaio o gpyaotin-
PIAKGG €NeyXOG Kal n pUOUION TNG QVIIINKIIKAG Aym-
YNg va yivovral og opyavopéva 1atpeia, rnov npenel
va &npiovpynBolv xwpotadikd oe SAn Tn Xdpa, yia va
entevxBei 0 OepanevTIKGG CKOMNAGG TNG AVIIINKIIKAG a-
Yyoyng, Mov €fval n xopnynon Ttov AVIINNKIIKOV @ap-
pdrov oe térola &éon kai yia téco Sidotnpa nov va
pnv npokalsi napevépyeleg, napd pévo tm Beparnsur-
KA tov Spdon.

ABSTRACT

...............................................................................................................................................................

Experience of monitoring patients in the anticoagulant therapy
K. MARAGKOS, M. BELLIA, E. DIGENOPOULOU, V.TSEVRENIS, G. THEODOSIADIS, N. VGONTZA, A. GAFOU,
E. NOMIKOU, A. LAGIANDREOU, I. GEORGOPOULOQOS, A. KOUSOULAKOU, E. KONTOPOULOU-GRIVA
1st Blood Transtusion Center, Hippokration General Hospital of Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2000, 17(Supplement A):110-114

OBJECTIVE It is generally assumed that oral anticoagulant therapy requires frequent laboratory controls to
assure therapeutic efficacy and to prevent life threatening adverse events. We performed this study in order
to evaluate the therapeutic efficacy and the adverse events of our Anticoagulant Therapy Outpatient Clinic.
METHOD Our outpatient clinic began its activity in 1984 when we were treating 30 patients and we are now
monitoring 850 of them. In 1998 we treated 578 outpatients with anticoagulant therapy. From those 371
patients had mechanical heart valves, 93 atrial fibrillation, 24 mitral or aortic valvular disease, 59 thrombo-
sis, 11 congenital thrombophilia, 15 acquired thrombophilia and 5 pregnancy in high risk. Their follow up
constituted of the history of their disease, laboratory testing with different thromboplastins (ISI: 1.0-1.03) and
monitoring of the anticoagulant therapy. A special card of attendance was given to each one, as well as a
book with instructions and precautions with a special report to food and drug interactions as well as to pre-
cautions during surgical and dental interventions or pregnancy. The therapeutic target INR for the patients
with mechanical heart valves was 2.5-3.5, for those with arteriovenous bypass, atrial fibrillation, myocardial
infraction, pulmonary embolism, and deep vein thrombosis (DVT) was 2-3 and for prevention of DVT 2-2.5.
The prescribed anticoagulants were acenocoumarol or warfarin with or without aspirin and low molecular
weight heparins in specific situations. RESULTS The mean frequency of laboratory testing and monitoring of
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patients was three weeks with range 1-5 of weeks. The target INR was achieved in approximately 68-71% of
our patients. In 1998 eight thrombotic events occured at INR lower than the therapeutic one, 14 bleeding
events at INR higher and two severe bleeding episodes because of oral anticoagulants plus aspirin admin-
istration. Our results are in agreement with large clinical trials in the current literature. CONCLUSIONS The
efficacy of anticoagulant therapy necessitates a close control of the actual intensity of anticoagulation that
requires both patient’s obedience and close monitoring by a specifically educated doctor in order to prevent
life threatening adverse events. All of these are achieved in specialized anticoagulant therapy outpatient clin-
ics, that must be organized at certain hospitals all over the country.

Key words: Adverse events, Anticoagulant therapy, Outpatient clinic
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