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Ol €VIEPGKOKKOL AnoteNov onpaviiki aitia voooko-
HEIQKROV NoIp@dEemv, pe ovvex®dg avfavoépevn ouxvdinta
Katd tnv tedevtaia Sexaetia.’? Em&npiodoyikég pedéteg
otig Hvaopéveg TNonmeieg €6e1av 61 ovvictoboav 1o
Seltepo aitio voookopelak@dv Noipdenv® Kal 1o 1pito
aiftio Baktnpraipiag.” H av€avdpevn onovdaidinta twv
EVIEPOKOKKMV O@eifeTal Kupimg otnv 1KAveTntd 1ovg va
avantbooouvy avioxn oe mnoANoUVg avtipikpoBiakoig
napdyovieg, 6nwg B-Aaxktdueg, apivoyAvkooideg kal,
npéogata, yAvkonentidia >’ H avroxn ota yAvkonentiSia
naparnpribnke yia npdtn @opd to 1988 otn M. Bpetavia®
Kal akohoBOw¢ o dhAeg xdpeg. E18ikStepa, otnig HITA,
14% twv oteNeX@V EVIEPOKSKK®V And HovdSeg eVIATIKNAG

YnoBArn6nke 3.6.2000
EykpiBnke 23.12.2000

Oepaneiag (MEO) eppdvizav avtoxni otn Bavkopvkivn 1o
1993,” npéopata 8e 10 No0COOIS TV AVOEKTIKOY GIn
BavKoOUULKIVN EVIEPOKOKK®V MOL danopovadbnkav and
aipokaddiépyeles aobevedv xeipovpyikic MEO €pBaoe
oto 25%.%

No1ud€elg and oreNéxn eVIEPOKGKK®V AVOEKTIKGOV oT1a
yAvkonentidia 8gv eival cuxvég otnv EAANGSa. TNa npdtn
@opd oto [II'NA «O Evayyediopsg», to PeBpouvdpio rai
Mdprtio 1999, 860 acbeveig ing MEO epgdvicav Bakin-
praipia and otenéxn Enterococcus faecium pe avioxni ota
yAvkonentidia (glycopeptide-resistant enterococci, GRE)
Kal oro 810 xpovikd Sidotnpa orénexos GRE anopov®-
Onke oe LYPS MAPOXETELONG XEIPOVPYIKOV TPAVUATOS
onntikob acBevovg.’ Tov loGAlo 1999, eviepokoKKIKA
Bakinpiaipia pe anopdvwon otenéxovs GRE Siamiord-
Onke oe évav tétapro kard oeipd acBevii. H napovoa
Snpooisvon €xel okond va napovoidoel TG TE00EPIG
avtég NPWIeEg NEPINIOOEIS aocbevdv pe Nofipwén and
avBekuikd otn Bavkopuvkivn Kai teikomdavivn otenéxn
Enterococcus faecium.

MEPITPA®H MEPINTOQXZEQON

O1 kanni€pyeieg afparog yvav pe 1o obompa BACTEC 9240
Kal n tavronoinon twv Enterococcus spp HE TS KAACIKEG
nebd8oug kai 1o npiavtéparo obornpa ID PASCO. H endxiotn
avaotaitkni nokvémta (EAI, MIC) tng nevikiAfvng, aumikidi-
vng, apoikinfvng-kAaBouvAavikoV, apmKIAVNG-CoOLAPNAKIG-
HUNG, MIMEPAKIAVNG-TAZOUNAKTIAUNG, YEVIAUIKIVNG, YEVIAUIKIVNG
500, orpentopukivng 1000, Bavkopuvkivng Kai IHIIEVEUNG
éuavil TWV EVIEPOKOKKIKAOV OIENEXDV IMPOCSIOPIOINKE HE
HEBoS0o pikpoSidnvong ce aiparoBxo zopud pe ug nidkreg MIC
touv ovorriparog PASCO. Qg MIC opiotnke n eAdx10tn mukvS-
mta tov aviBioukol¥ nov avactéAnsl tnv avdmruén touv
EVIEPOKOKKOL PETd ané oNovUKIa en®dacn tng nAdkag otoug
35 °C. Epapudomnkav o1 odnyieg nov mnpoteivovtal and tm
National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards (NC-
CLS, Villanova, US).?? H avtoxn towv otehexdv otn Bavkopv-
Kivn ka1 omv teikondavivn eAéyxOnke kal pe npoodiopiopd
g MIC og aijparotxo dyap pe E test.

1n mepimTwon

Avbpag 65 stdv pe xelpovpynBév autduaro MapeyKepa-
A8IKS  ampdiopa  eonxOn oin MEO peteyxeipnukd. H
kardotaon tov emnA€xOnke pe nvevpovia ané Staphylococ
cus aureus rai Bakinpiaipieg ané Acinetobacter baumannii,
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Enterococcus faecalis ka1 Staphylococcus epidermidis. To
eninmedo ovveibnong tov Sev BenudOnke, nmapovoiace nmoAv-
opyavikhi avendpkela kair karténne petd andé voonnsia 60
NUEP®OV e €lkdva onmuknig karanAniag. Ze ranAi€pyela
aiparog 4 npépesg npiv and 1o Bdvard tov anopovadOnke
nonvavOektkG oténexog E. faecium oe apmkinivn, apoSiki-
Afun-kAaBouvnavikg, AUmIKIAUN-COLAUNAKIAUN, MEVIKIAIVN,
nnepakiAivn-tazopnakrdpyn, yeviapikivn, Bavkopukivn kai
teikonAavivn. To oréhexog fitav evaiobnro os yevtapikivn 500

ng/mL kai orpentopvkivn 1000 pg/mL.

2n mePITTWON

AvSpag 75 etdv pe vnookAnpidio aipdropa xsipovpynBgv
800 @opég NSyw vnorpornnig, s1onixdn orn MEO pe kdpa kai
terpandpeon. Kard tn voonieia tov napovoiaze snavelnp-
Héva ene1oédia hofpmEng avanvevotikol kai Bakinpiaipieg and
S. epidermidis, A. baumannii ka1 Proteus mirabilis. Tnv 501
nuépa anopovdBbnke o alpokaNNEpyeld MoNLAVOEKTIKG
oténexog E. faecium, énmg Kal omnv npain mepinoon, mnouv
emnAéov nrtav avBekukd oe orpentopvkrivn 1000 pg/mL. O
aoBevrig katénne v 87n nuépa voonieiag e noALOPYAVIKA
avendpkeld.

3n mEPIMTTOON

Avbpag 40 etddv elorixBn otn MEO pe eikéva oAlyalpikig
ratanAngiag Kair pe LYNAS NLPETS PETd and epydOES XEIPOL-
pyeio romiag ASym pri€ng ovpoddxov KBOING Kal Aayoviov
ayyeiov petd and nupoBodiopd. Avémtu€e noAvopyavikni
avendpkela kar katénnée 12 nuépeg apydrepa, NOyw aipop-
payikrig karanAngiag, kard tn Sidpkeia Sebtepng XEIPOVPYIKAG
enéuBaong. e kanAI€pyeia NVOL TOL XEIPOLPYIKOL TPABUATOS
avamvxOnke E. faecium pe avioxni épola pe auti tov 20V
aoBevoug.

4n mepimTwon

AoBevnig 64 s1dv c10nxOn otn MEO, petagpepBeic and dAno
VOOOKOUEIO, pe obvSpopo ofsiag avarnvevotikKiAg avendpKeiag
(acute respiratory distress syndrome, ARDS) Aéyw nvevpoviag
ané Legionella pneumophila ka1 cuvvo86 ofsia veppikni
avendpkela. Kartd tn 8idpkela tng voonneiag tov napovoiace
empoip®En Tov avanvevotkob pe Pseudomonas aeruginosa
kat Barinplaipieg and S. epidermidis, P. mirabilis ka1 S. au-
reus. "Eva priva petd mv évapén tov ARDS ka1 evdd Bpiokstav
os @don anobgopsvong and Tov avarnvevorripd, o acBevig
spdvios enavanapBavdpsva ensioddia emeol 1ov Aemrtov
evI€pov, 1a onoia 8gv vNoX®PoLBoav PE CLUVINPNTIKA AY®YNA.
“Eyive evookdnnon tov nemntikos owhriva, PHetd and v ornoia
o acBevrig napovoiace enelcédio onnuknig karannAniag. e
KaAni€pyela afparog g id1ag npépag anopovadbnke oréNeXog
E. faecium avBekukd, dnwg omn 2n nepimwon. O e1nedg
QVIIPEI®NIOTNKE XE1POLPYIKG, He AVON CLUEVBOEOY PASYHOVE-
Souvg aitionoyiag oe énika tov AermroV. O acBevrig £€nnbs and
m MEO, petd and ocuvvoniki voonieia 2,5 punvdv, os Kani
kardoraon.

H MIC ora yAvkonentidia kal o @aivétunog avioxnig tov
1ec00dpwv otenexdv E. faecium napovaoidzovtal otov nivaxka 1.
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Mivakag 1. Xapakmpiotikd tov 4 otehexdv E. faecium.

AcOeviig MIC, pg/mL Oéon

No Bavkopukivn Teikonmdavivn ®Paivérvnog amopdvmong

1 256 128 VanA Afpa

1 256 128 VanA Afpa

3 >256 128 VanA  [Tdov tpadparog

4 >256 64 VanA Afpa
ZXOAIO

H ouxvdéinta anopévwong eviepOKGKK®V PE AVIOXA
ota yAvkonentidia mnapovoidzer peydieg S1agopég
petadv twv S1apdpwv xwp@dv. e obykpion pe g HIA,
n ouvxvdinta oV avOeKIIK@OV ota yAvkonentidia eviepo-
KOGKK®V @aiveral 4t eival XapunAn OTg MEPIOCOTIEPES
svpwnaikég xdpeg,’ av Kar oe MoNAEG EXOLV AVAKOIV®-
Bei otenéxn pe avioxd omn Bavkopvkivn (vancomycin
resistant enterococci, VRE).* H yprivyopn e§dnAmwon
tov VRE otug HITA ano8é6nke otn peydin KAIVIKA
xprion tng Bavkopuvkivng efte napeviepikd efte per os.”
v Euvpdnn, wg emnpdoBerog mapdyoviag yia tnv
epdvion kat e€dnimwon twv VRE €xel Bewpnbei n xprion
tov yhvkonentdiov avoparcin wg avéntiko napdyovia
otnv eKIPOQPN zA®V, PE AMOTENECHA TOV AMOIKIOUS TOLG
He eviepdKokKo avBektlké ora yAvkonemntibia Kkai
akoNoUOwg tn petagopd tov otov dvBpwno péow Ing
1po@Ikfig advoiSag.

e PEN€In 1OV EVIEPOKOKKIKAV Noludfemv otn MEG
tov Noookopeiov «O Evayyediopdg» katd tv Setia
1992-1996, S6ha ta oteNéXn E€VIEPOKSKKOV HraAvV £L-
aiobnta otn Bavkopvkivn.? L6pewva pe oroixeia and
n Bdpeia EAANGSa, eniong Sev kataypdenke avioxni ota
yAvkonentidia kard ta €in 1996 kai 1997.1¢ O1 18101 Spwg
ovyypageig, ané to i6io kKévipo, eixav napovoidoel
ap1Bud otenexdv pe evlidpeon 1 VYNAR AvioxXn oOIn
Bavkopvkivn katd ta €in 1993-1994, xwpig va
ava@éperal n npo€hevon tovg i va Sievkpivizetal edv
enpdékeito yia doipwEn A yia anoikiopd.!’”

O1 tpeig nepini@doelg Bakinpiaipiag and eviepGKOKKO
avBektiké otn Bavkopukivn kai teikonAavivn, mouv mna-
povoidzovial otnv napovoca HeNEn, amotehovv, and
600 yvwpizovpe, TIG NMPAIES MEPINTOOCEIS AMOPUSVOONG
otenéxovg GRE and aipokaniiépyeia acbBevols oe MEO
eNAnViKOU voookopeiov, evd katd 1o {810 €rog (1999)
€xel avakowwmBel pia nepintwon anopévwong eviepo-
KGKKOUL pe gv8idpeon avioxn otn Bavkopvkivn og vypo
Xe1poLpy1KoU Tpadpatos’® kar ufa anopdvwon oteAéxoug
He avtoxn ota yAvkonentidia oe aipokanniépyeia aobe-
voUg XEIPOLPYIKAG KAIVIKAG, TO 0noio duwg itav svaiobn-
10 ot yeviauikivn kar otpentopvkivn.’” Ta otenéxn GRE
nov anopovaOnkav ortovg 1écoepig acBeveig pag ritav E.
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faecium, o onoiog sivar yvworé du 8iabgrer vynhd
eninedo avioxnig orovg aviipikpoBiakolg napdyovieg.’”

H npoéhevon teov npdieov avidv orenexdv GRE oto
Noocokopeio pag mapapéver adievkpiviotn. O1 eviepo-
KOKKIKEG Mol Eelg €xovv Kupiwg evdoyevni (10 yaotpev-
1ep1KG Bewpeital wg n peyanviepn efapevni) 1 ka1 ew-
yevri npoéhevon (OLOKeLEG Kal x€plad MPOCWIMIKOU).
EviovUtoig, oe penéin nov eixe 81e§axBei npo e1dv omn
MEO, 8ev eixape anopovaoel EVIEPOKOKKOLS G KANALE-
pyeleg Seiypdiov ané 1a x€pia 1oL MPoo®mikoy.?

Ta kAVIKG XapakInpiotikd Kal Tov 1p1dv acBevadv pag
pe Bakinpiaipia anéd GRE efvar mapdpoia xkai avri-
npoownebouvv ToLVG KAACIKOUE mapdyovieg KivEvvou
y1a eVIEPOKOKKIKA Aofpwn: (a) peydnn Bapvinta véoouv
kal katd tnv eicobo otn ME® (Apache Il e16660v
15-27), (B8) peydan 8idpkela voonieiag (74+£30 npuépeg)
kai (y) nponynBeioca aymyn yia peydho xpoviks §idotn-
pa (ndve and 30 nuépeg) pe Bavkopvkivn A teikonna-
vivn AGy® OTA@UAOKOKKIKNAG 11 dAANG EVIEPO-KOKKIKNAG
Nofuwéng ané orenéxn gvaioBnta ota yAvkonentidia. Ze
kavévav aoBevi Sev eixe xopnynbei Bavkopvkivn and

TOL OT6HATOG.

‘Ohot o1 acBeveig, NOy®w T®V ENAVEIANPUEVOV EMEICO-
Siwv Noipdewv, eixav NdBer moAnannAd avupikpoBiard
oxnipara, ta omnoia, ektég and yAvkomnentidia, nepiend-
pBavav 1pimevéun yia pakpsd xpoviké didotnpa, tpitng
yevedg ke@anoornopiveg (Keprazi8ipn), kabdg kai avria-
vaegpséBia
YV®OOTS OT1 N eKTETAPEVN KAl EPNEIPIKNA Xpion AVIIPIKPO-

(netpovidazéin kar khwvSapvkivn). Eivai
Blak@dV mapaydviov xwpig €181KA AVIIEVIEPOKOKKIKNA
Spdon éxel Bewpnbei onpavukdg napdyoviag yia v
adfnon TtV EVIEPOKOKKIKAV Nolu@déewv, mbavdrara
ASy® petaBonnig tng evieplkng xAwpidag kal vnepavd-
ntuéng eviepokSGKKmV. AKSHA, n Mapevieplki A n and
10V otéparog xopriynon Bavkopuvkivng cvoxerizetal pe
v avdntvén oTeENEX®V EVIEPOKSKK®V aVOEKTIK®V Otn

Bavkopvkivn.?

Ané tovg @aivétvnouvg enikintng avioxng otn Bavko-
HUKIVN mouv €xouvv mnepiypag@ei, o1 ouxvorepol eival o
VanA ka1 o VanB. O VanA g@aivétunog, tov onoiov eixav
Kal ta téooepa oteNéxn pag (niv. 1), xapakinpizetar and
vpnAol emnédov avioxn orn Bavkopukivn kai otnv
teikonnavivn (MIC Bavkopukivng kair teikonAavivng
3256 xa1 16-256, avriotoixa), evéd o gaivérvnog VanB

napovoidzel avtoxni pévo otn Bavkopvkivn (MIC Bavko-
pukivng 8-256, MIC teikonpavivng 0,125-8).

H ovuBonni tov avBektikdv ota yhvkonentidia eviepo-
KOKK®V otnv vynAri Bvnidtnta mou mnaparnpeitar oe
aoBeveic pe eviepoOKOKKIKA Aofuwén eivar ap@ineyd-
pevn.?® T'evikd, n vnokeipgevn véoog Katl n Bapvinta tng
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KAIVIKAG Katdotaong katd tnv £i0080 anoteAoBv 10Vg
kaBopiotikovg napdyovieg ing €kBaong. Eviottoig, vnd-
pxovv evdeiels 611 Nofpwln and E. faecium @aiveral 6t
ovvbudzetar pe vynAdtepn Bvnidinta CULYKPITIKA e
Nofpwén ané E. faecalis?H Baptinta tng véoov katd
v e1cayeyn otn MEG kai to obv8popo nonvopyavikig
avendpkelag otg 8600 np@dteg and 11¢ NapoLVOIAZOUEVES
oto napév dpBpo nepINIAOEIS KAl N AIHOPPAYIKA KATd-
nAnia omnv 1pitn nepintwon, anotéhecav 1g Baoikég
aitieg Bavdrov 1wv acBevdv avt@dv.

H epgdvion Noipdfemv and oteNéxn eViEPOKSKK®V
avBekUROV ota yAvkonentidia tekunpi@vel v vnapén
10V npoBAAparog otn x@pa pag kair emBdaner enaypv-
nvnon Kai Ayn Spactik@v PETIPp®V y1a ENEYXO TOV NOIP®-
Eewv avt@dv kal nepiopiopd tng Siacnopdg TnG AVIOXAG.

ABSTRACT

Glycopeptide-resistant Enterococcus faecium
infections in a Greek intensive care unit.
Report of the first four cases
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The first four cases of glycopeptide-resistant Enterococ
cus faecium (GRE) infections in patients in the intensive
care unit (ICU) of the “Evangelismos” General Hospital
during 1999 are reported. In three patients the GRE s-
trains were isolated from blood and in one patient from
the pus in a surgical wound. All the patients had high ill-
ness severity scores at admission and the three bac-
teremic patients had a long ICU stay and prolonged van-
comycin or teicoplanin treatment. The phenotype of all
E. faecium strains was VanA. These cases confirm the e-
mergence of GRE infections in Greece. The need is em-
phasized for intensive hygiene measures directed at the
control and the prevention of GRE transmission.

Key words: Enterococcus faecium, Glycopeptide resistance
ICU, Infection

BipAioypagia

1. JARVIS WR, MARTONE W). Predominant pathogens in hospital infec-
tions. J Antimicrob Chemother 1992, 29:19-24



612

ol

(=2}

~

10.

11.

12.

. ROUTSI C, PLATSOUKA E, PANIARA O, DIMITRIADOU E, SAROGLOU G,

ROUSSOS C ET AL. Enterococcal infections in a Greek intensive
care unit: a 5-y study. Scand J Infect Dis 2000, 32:275-280

. SCHABERG DR, CULVER DH, GAYNES RP. Major trends in the micro-

bial aetiology of nosocomial infections. Am | Med 1991, 91
(Suppl 3B):572-S75

. MOELLERING RC Jr. Emergence of enterococcus as a significant

pathogen. Clin Infect Dis 1992, 14:1173-1178

. ZERVOS MJ, DEMBINSKI S, MIKESELL T, SCHABERG DR. High level re-sis-

tance to gentamycin in Streptococcus faecalis: Risk factors and
evidence for exogenous acquisition of infection. ] Infect Dis
1986, 153:1075-1083

. UTTLEY AH, COLLINS CH, NAIDOO J, GEORGE RC. Vancomycin re-sis-

tant enterococci. Lancet 1988, i:57-58

. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION.Nosocomial ente -

rococci resistant to vancomycin-United States, 1989-1993.
MMWR 1993, 42:597-599

. MAINOUS MR, LIPSETT PA, O’'BRIEN M. Enterococcal bacteremia in

the surgical intensive care unit. Arch Surg 1997, 132:76-81

. POYTXH X, MAATXOYKA E, APMATANIAHX A, XAPOTAQY T, MANIAPA O,

POYZzOx X. Aoipwén amé Glycopeptide-Resistant Enterococcus
(GRE) oe povéda evratikis Oepameiag. Meprypagr 3
mepimTdoewy. 7o MaveAdfjvio  Zuvédpio  Evratikig
Oepameiag, 1999, Tépog mepiAfPewy, oel. 82

National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards Methods
for dilution antimicrobial susceptibility tests for bacteria that
grow aerobically. Approved standard M2-A6 and M7-A4. Natio-
nal Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards, Villanova, Pa,
1998

SCHOUTEN MA, VOSS A, HOOGKAMP-KORSTANJE AA. Antimicrobial
susceptibility patterns of enterococci causing infections in Eu-
rope. Antimicrob Agents Chemother 1999, 43:2542-2546
AARESTRUP FM, AHRENS P, MADSEN M, PALLESEN V, POULSEN R, WESTH
H. Glycopeptide susceptibility among Danish Enterococcus fae-
cium and Enterococcus faecalisisolates of animal and human ori-

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

ARCHIVES OF HELLENIC MEDICINE 17(6), 2000

gin and PCR identification of genes within the VanA cluster.
Antimicrob Agents Chemother 1996, 40:1938-1940

VANDAMME P, VERCAUTEREN E, LAMMENS C, PENSART N, IEVEN M, POT
B ET AL Survey of enterococcal susceptibility patterns in Belgium.
J Clin Microbiol 1996, 34:2572-2576

LIASSINE N, FREI R, JAN 1, AUCKENTHALER R. Characterization of gly-
copeptide-resistant enterococci from a Swiss hospital. ] Clin Mi-
crobiol 1998, 36:1853-1858

LECLERCK R, COURVALIN P. Resistance to glycopeptides in entero-
cocci. Clin Infect Dis 1997, 24:545-554

TSAKRIS A, POURNARAS S, DOUBOYAS J. Changes in antimicrobial
resistant of enterococci isolated in Greece (letter). ] Antimicrob
Chemother 1997, 40:735-737

DOUBOYAS J, TSAKRIS A. Prevalence of antibiotic resistance among
enterococci isolated in Greece (letter). J Antimicrob Chemother
1995, 35:236-238

TMAMATIAPASKEYAS |, STEGANOY I, ZQFA T, BATOMOYAOX A,
OOMOIMOYAOX T, AYMMH A. TpdTn ep@dvion KAvikoo
otedéxovs Enterococcus faecium pe yovétumo VanB oe
TavemIoTNUIAKG voookopeio. 4o TaveAdfqvio Zuvébpio
Aotp@déewv, 1999, Tépog mepidjpewy, oed. 38

KOYTIAPH T, MATMAAAKH E, APIAA X, XAKEAAAPIOY |, AETAKHX N.
BakTtnpiaipia omd Enterococcus faecium avOekTikG aTny ampi-
cillin, vancomycin ka1 teicoplanin. 250 Etfjoio MaveXifvio
latpikd Zuvébpio, 1999, Tépog mepidfjpewy, oel. 33
PLATSOUKA E, PANIARA O, ROUTSI Ch, KONTOPOULOS P, PIROUNAKI M,
KALTSAS P ET AL. Culture results of endotracheal aspirated speci-
mens in ICU: transfer of bacteria between patients and staff. Pro-
ceedings of the 8th European Congress of Intensive Care Medi-
cine, 1995:337-341

MURRAY BE. Vancomycin-resistant enterococcal infections. N £ngl
J Med 2000, 342:710-721

Corresponding author:

C. Routsi, Department of Critical Care, “Evangelismos” Hospi -
tal, 45-47 Ipsilandou street, GR-106 75 Athens, Greece



